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Garcnten in Low Uormzndy^ 
Saturday, a6th Auguft, 1775. 

YOU fiiall be obeyed, my dear Sir; and 
I prepare myfelf with pleafure, to give 
J^ you the fame minute harration of the events 
^ which diverfify my prefent tour, as I did ia 
V toy laft round the Baltic. 
C I landed in this kingdom, at Cherbourg, 
£ on WednefSay evening. The ruins of th^ 
J. pier, which was demolifhed by our troops in 
;the late war, prefeiit a mournful pifture of 
^ devaftation, as .they ftill remain exaftly in the 
Hate fliey were left on the re-embarkation of 
<he Eijiglift in 1758. The town itfclf im-. 
B preffcs 
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prefles a ftranger with no high ideas of opu- 
lence or commerce. It is a wretched collec- 
tion of houfes crouded together in a (bndy 
valley clofe to the fliore ; dirty, mean, and 
irregular. The fltuation alone, in the center 
of the channel, and between the two Capes of 
Barfleur and La Hogue, has made it always 
important in the jeye of policy. 

If Havre de Grace has been ever eileemed 
with reafon, the key of High Normandy, 
Cherbourg is-eqtmUy fe cf the Lower. Du- 
ring the many reigns in which it wasi fubjedl 
to the Engliih government, our princes appear 
to have been fenfible of its full value. They 
often landed there, when called over by the 
revolts of their barons or fubjefts j^ and we 
find the Norman princes, who frequently re- 
fided at Winchefter, ufually embarking for 
this port, in preference to any other. A very 
ftronggarrifon was generally maintaioed in It; 
and Charles the feventh terminated his long 
train of victories over the timid and divicled 
counsels of our Herjry the. fixth, by this inW 
portant conqueft. It was re-annexed to the 
crown of France in 145P-— I am iiirprized 
10 find that the Fjcnch mmiflry have never 

"fortiil^ 
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fortified this city. Char 
"Navarre, into whofe ha 
fequeftered in the fifteend 
it vrith walls in the Goi 
which remained till Lc 
reign, who difinantled i 
^f fortifying it anew ; 
Barbefleux, who was the 
prince, found other mc 
the public money, tn th( 
the preftnt century, an< 
throne. 

About half a mile fro 

^r rock of prodigious h« 

by a long winding patl 

ing mountain. On the 

conveift of Bcnediftine i 

for fo they term thcmfclv 

t«> quit the vale below, s 

the bleak fimimit, cult^ 

ground, barren and ftoj 

procure with difficulty a 

One c^ them, the Superic 

me the little chapel and 

the eartreme point of the 

*'Cruoifi36. •< Tbi5," i 

. . B 
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** from whence John King of England is faid 
'* to have thrown his nephew, prince Arthur 
** of Bretagne. Tradition reports, that he 
** did it with his own hand* in a teropeftuous 
«* night;, and that the fea, which, though 
*' now at fome diftance, then wafted the foot 
'* of the rock, received the body of the un^ 
*' happy prince." — You remember, no doubt, 
this part of the Englifh hiftory. It is, how- 
ever, a very difputable faft, and there is fcarce 
any illuftrious death the circumflances of 
which are lefs afcertained than that in quef- 
tion.. It is certain that prince Arthur, after 
having been condufted through feveral pro^ 
vinces, with ignominy, by his uncle* King 
John, finally difappeared in 1203. — But fo 
far are hiilorians from pofitively naming the 
time or. manner of his exit, that they dif- 
agree in the place of his confinement, previ- 
ous to that event; and whether he was im- 
prifoned in the caftle of Rouen, of Falaife, or 
in that of Cherbourg— for thefe three are all 
named— cannot precifely be determined. 

There is another veftige of our Engliih 
monarchs yet in being here, which ftands on 
inconteftable audiority, ^ and^ can plead more 

than 
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than mere tradition* Ta the weft ward of the 
town, about a mile diftant from it^ a little 
rivulet empties itfelf into the fea, which is 
called the *' Chantereme." In a meadow, a 
few paces from the fliore, fhmds a fmall chapel^ 
which was built by Matilda, daughter of Henry 
the firfty and mother of Henry the fecond. 
Hiftory relates, that in the «rign of Stephen, 
who ufurped the throne, (be pafled over from 
Wareham into Normandy, to raf(e freih forces 
in fupport of her claim. Being attacked by a 
violent tempeft at fea, flie had rccotirfe to the 
fame means which Philip the fecond ufed at 
St. Quintin, and Clement the feventh at the 
fack of Rome, to avert the danger— I mean, 
prayers. It does not appear that fbe addrefsM 
herfelf to the Deity, or even- to Jefus Chrift ; 
but, repoiing her whole hope in the Virgin 
Mary, fhe made a vow that if fee ever fet her 
foot again on land^ fhe would fing a hymn to 
the Virgin, on the fppt where fhe firfl aKghted. 
Her vows were heard j the florm abated, and 
Ihe arrived hsLpp'ily, The infhuit fhe got on 
^ore, one of the iailors reminded her of her 
promife, in thefe words, " Qiante, reine, 
" vechi terre !" and as the words were 
B 3 fpokexi 
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fpoken eauuftty at the" mouth of this rivulbt^ 
they gave rik to the mmt which it retains to 
this day. Not content v^ith . fo fmall a maric 
of her gratitude,, (he eiiedled the chapel which 
I have mention'd, a^d which is called " No^ 
** tre Dame du Vcc.u/' I went into it. The 
ftopy is there recorded at length. The archi-^ 
teiture bears every mark of extreme rudenefs 
and barbariim^ fucb as chara^brifed the age in 
which it was built. Six centuries, which 
have elapfed fmce its conftrufiion, have loofen-v 
ed the ftones that compoTe it,, and begin to, 
Ithreaten its total demolition. As I went out, 
I remarked an iron box^ apparently coeval 
with the chapel i md over it, on the wall^ in 
characters alnpioft ercUed» was a little aofcrip* 
tion, fignifying, that it w4s intended for chff^ 
litaUe donations tpwards jcefiairing <^ Our 
^« Lady du Voeu/* 

Cherbourg pretends to very high antiquity* 
It is faid to have beeo originally called Caefiir-^t 
Vourg« Ilichard die &cond duke of Nor- 
in^ndyy and uncle to William the Con(|ueror^ 
bmilt a ftrong caftle here,, and having come in 
per/on to view it, was fo pleafed with the fitu-* 
atioo of the place^^ and it's importan^e^^ as it ap^ 

, pewdi 
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^ared to him for the defence of hift domi* 
nions, that he exclaimed in a rapture, ^^ Ly 
** caftel eft un cher bourg per mi !'' This 
trifling circumftance was the origin of its pre- 
lent name. Coins of feveral Roman emperors 
kave been dug up here at different times ; and 
a gentleman (hewed me one, in fine prtfervar* 
tion, of Antoninus Pius, found only a few 
years fince. Odier traditions confirm thi» 
hA i and the beautiful ^< Val-de-Saire,"* 
which lies in the eaflem part of the Coutentin^ 
Bear Cape Barfleur, is faid to be a corruption 
df " Val-de-Ccjfes," by which name the 
Romans called St, in honour of that goddefs, 
from its extraordinary fertility^ 

I left Cherbourg yeflerday momttig, and 
after dining at Valognes, a confiderable lown^ 
arrived hens iaft night* I would have pro- 
reeded for Coutances this morning, but die 
marriage of Madame Clotilde to the princd 
eTTiedmont has left the provinces without 
kM&s, as they are ordered to Paris, to convey 
the princefs and her fuite to Turin* I uM 
th^efore ynder theneceflity of ftaying here 
till to-morrow ; and^ for want of other amufe- 
ment, I have wandered over this place, and 
its envixoas*. / 

B 4, The 
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The town is fmall, but the ruins of the 
caftle are very beautiful It is celebrated in 
the civih wars under Charles the ninth, and in 
tho& of the League which followed, in the 
reig;is of Henry the third and fourth. The 
archite<5lure of the great church is elegant ; it 
was built in the fifteenth century, when the 
Gothic ftrudures had almoft attained to their 
higbeft point of beauty and perfeftion. There 
was nothing in the infide whjch merited at- 
• tention, except an altar, and a painting dedi* 
cated to St. Csecilia. The fweet faint ap* 
pears playing on a fort of harpfichord, her 
fingers running negligently over the keys. A 
blue mantle loofely buckled over her fhoulder 
expofes part of her neck to view, and her fair 
hair floats down her back. The baJls of 
her eyes are thrown up to heaven in a fine 
frenzy of mufieal e|ithufiafm.-*If there were 
many fuch canonized beauties in the Romiih 
calendar, it would be a dangerous religion* 
The heart raiie altars to them without the aid 

; lihall continue my remarks as I proceed,. 
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C(n]tance9> Mondajr, iStb Augu^^ i77f« 

IT is only fix leagues from Carenten to this 
city ; but the road,, even at this feafon of 
the year, is fo bad, that thofe of Weftplialia 
and Brandenburgh. ar^e finQ in comparifon^^ 
The reads of Low Normandy are infamous- 
to a proverb ;. and I fhould never haitre bad 
the boldnefs to venture through them, if L 
had before known* how bad they were. Cou- 
tances. has,, however,, jn fome degree, made 
amendis for the difficulties I found -in. arri^ving. 
at it, and repaid me by the oBjec!:s it affords' 
of entertainment. It was founded by thV 
Romans, who eftabliihed a legion here,, and- 
"called it " Caftra Conftantia/*. They fortj- 
fied it with very ffrong, walls,, which remained 
till Louis the eleventh's reign j who demoliflb^ 
ed them, becaufe the place,, being part of the 
domain of his brother Charles dake of Nor- 
mandy, refufed.to a<dmjt a royal garrifon. It 
flands on a hill, the fides of which, defcend 
with prodigious rapidity.. Beyond the vale,, 
Z rang^ of hills rifes* likjs^ a fup ; j a. phi- 
thjBatre,, apd furroundjS it. ojci e.very , fidev, T\]& 
lu>ures beac all &e marks of antiquity in their 
. . ' * ^ & 5 * ftrua'urc 
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&fn€tu^t and taftcy wktck is rude to the gfeateff 
degree* Many of them ha;ve doubifefs flood 
five or fix hundred years ;. and en one, the 
flyle of which merits peculiar attention, is the- 
date 1007 Jtt remaining in ^ry legible cha*^ 
rafters^ 

On the fiHtimft of the hilly in the eenter of' 
the town, ftands the cathedral. I have pafie<f 
ieveral hours in ^ esfiaminatvon of its ar- 
chitefture. There is a grotefque beauty fpread 
over tile whde ; and the iantaftic ornaments> 
of Gothic building are miaced with a won-- 
derful deScacy and elegance in many of its* 
. parts. It was begun in 1047 ; and Williams 
the Conqueror, king of Enghnd,, affifted i» 
perfbn at its eoniecradon fome years after. I 
went up to the top of the great center lower^ 
to enjoy One of die fineft profpe&s imaginable. 
The town of Grsmville appears bi front, and 
Beyond it the little iflands of Ghaufey. Jer- 
ley, at the dtftance of feven leagues to the 
northy forms a noble objed.- The country 
on an fideSy towards Su L<>, Avrancbes, and 
Carenten^ is a gardlcn,. rich, cidtivated, and 
~^aded with wood^. They Aj that » certa&i 
barbarous monk^ named Str Ereptiole, found-^ 
,t4 this fte as-early as the year 43O9 in die 
" * - * reigns 
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jcign of the etnperor Theodofius the fecondy 
and under the papacy of Celeftine the fiift.-** 
Henry die iiftb^ king of England, made him- 
Mf mailer of the city in the year I4a8, after 
a fhmt fiege ; but it returned to die crown of 
France* under the declining, power of the houfe. 
of Lancafter,- 

Coutances is large, but the* convents form 
a confiderable part of its fize,.and the monks 
of difFerent orders,, a great part of its inhabit 
tants,. Ae it is fituated' at two leagues diftant 
from the iea,^ and has not any navigable fiver, 
diere is no commerce ; but fonie few psovin^ 
eia} nobleflerefide in die place.; 

I am charmed with the Coutentin : all' this 
part of Low Nonnandy is fo called. Fxom^ 
Cheibourg to Valognes,. it was mountainous^ 
and heathy ^ but in general the country is in-- 
frnor to no psat of the north of Europe; Fine 
acdivMiS doathed with woody, and rich vallies* 
covered with^ harvefb,. form a moft pleafing 
iiceiie.^ There is notwitfaflanding^an apparent 
pewry in the. dwellings of die people; Tl\e 
hand of oppreffion it vifible in their drefs^ their 
hovek, and their whole appeaxance. I faw 
none of diofe neat and pretty peafants fo com« 
Oion in our moft feduded villages. 

S & The 
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The Coutentin has given birth to fome iJ- 
Itiftrious men. Thofe brare and romantrc- 
heroes fo famous in ancient ftory, Tancred^ 
and Robert Guifca^-dy who, after having ex- 
pelled the Saracens from Apulia and Calabria,, 
founded the kingdoms of Naples and Sicily,, 
which they tranfmitted to their defcehdants, 
were Counts of Hauteville-, a little town not 
fsr from Valognes. Hiftory informs us, that 
Robert duke of Normatidy, fon to- William 
tiie Conqueror, the moft generous and the 
moft neceffitous prince of his age, mortgaged 
this part of his dominions to his brother Rufus, 
before he went to the Hofy Land; The fum,, 
if I remember right,, which he received for it,, 
was only ten thoufand marks, which the ra- 
pacious Rufus Ifevicdon his EiigKfh fubjeds/ 

You fee I caH in hiftory or tradition to my 
aififtance every moment.. Indeed* it is impof-^ 
• fible to travel dirough this diichy, where our 
ancient monarchs fo fiequendyheW their re- 
fidence^ without being continually reminded, 
of fome of thofb anecdotes tranfmitted to tis. 
lefpefting them. Adieu ! • 

In the evening I proceed (o GntnviUe*. 
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GranvlIIei Wednefdajr, 30th A'uguff, i77f#- 

THERE is perhaps no pleadire greater, 
than that o£. communicating pleafure 
received ; and^ a» admiration is one of the 
moft elegant and i^terdting fourc^s. from 
which, it can be drawn> we ufiialljr liflen with 
extreme readinefs to any addrefies made tothat 
paffiof^. . I wifii to prepare you for a recital,. 
ih which the marvelloud and the. aflonifhing. 
may predominate j though you may. do me the* 
.juftice to* believe, Aey will ever be under the- 
guidance eftruriiv - 

SuperftitiDn', the pai^nt of a thoufaod evils 
to mankind, has. yet given rife to fudi extra- 
ordinary and magnificent prodii^on&in evesy 
tfge, as alinoft incfinfe^oae to pardon her crimes, 
and follies.. I am juft peturned from die fus— 
vey of ofie'of thefe; and I iball endeavour to- 
addrefS' my 4mp^rfedbde(cription o£it.to your 
lieart and-affbAiond.^ 

I left CoiltanceS'McHidky evening*. The 
diftance to this town is only fix. leagues,. 
AuDough a coiltinttation of ^ fame agreeable: 
- countrj 
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country which I have already. defcribecT.. As^ 
I was defirous to viflt the celebrated^ << Mont: 
» St, McheV I hired twoborfes,, and fefc: 
eut early yefterday morning. It is abour 
twenty mites fiDOi Granvilte,. and die rotd 
fying along the fea^fiioisey^ makes it very plea-* 
ftnt, I got to Genet^. a Uttle village^ before 
no<m.< Fiotn thence it is only a league t& the - 
Mount; but as the. road is entirely aorofs the 
£uids which are only pal&bk at low tide, itt 
becomes indiipenfflily vequifite to procure ai 
guides I did fo^. and aifinyed thi(re at one. m 
fbe.aitecnoon* 

Tbisextraordijtary locft*— ibr i% is ao^momy. 
rifes in the middte of the bay of Avranches- 
Natora haa comfdefeely finrdfied Ofie fide» by 
its craggy and ahaoA ferpendicuUr afee^^ 
wfaick fenders it impra£ti€able lor coura^je^ 
•r addseb however conftiffHii?rtp». to- fcale or 
KOimt it. The ether parts are fufroMttded byi 
walls fenced with ftmiliinAr tvvreis iatke Go-^ 
tine manner ; but fiiAciently ^ngs added to- 
the advantages of i^ fituatiooy to withftand za^- 
attack. At die loot of the «BOii9t9in^ begms 
m ftreet or to wn^ which winds roimd its bafe to> 
aconfidenhk hsighlh. Ahove^ sire chambers 



THROUGH FRANCE.- ^ i$ 

m which prilbners tf ftate u% confined,, and' 
•tber buiMuigs intended for peHbns to rafide? 
in ; and on die fiimmic is built the abbey itfelf^ 
eccupTing. a prodigioiM fpace of ground, anA 
tS a ftrengtii. and (blidity equal to its enormous 
fecr finer it has ^tiliftood all the ftonns o£' 
Heaven,, in this elected and expofed fituation,; 
during many centuries.— 4 pafled the whole: 
afternoon iif diediiftrene parts of the ecjifice ;. 
and as the SwKs who conduced me through 
it, found he eouU' not gratify my curiofity 
too minutdy,. wr \th no apartment or ehanw 
herunfeeUiK 

The «♦ Sale de CaievaIerie,'^or knights* hally 
reminded me of diat at Marienbourg in Poliih^ 
Pruflia, It IS e^ally fpacious ; but more bar«^ 
barous and rude,, becaufe fisme hundred yeai^ 
prior in its confirudiom Here the knights-^ 
of St.. Kfichad ufed to meet in folemn convo-^ 
cation on important occafions. They were- 
the defendbrs and guardians of this moontaia^ 
and abbey, as ihofe of the temple,, and of St.- 
John of Jerufaiem, were of the holy fepidcfare*. 
—At one end is a. painting of the archangel,. 
Ae patron of their order ; and in this hall- 
Louis tike elerenA firft inftitutcd the orders 
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and invefted with the infignia of it thr 
knights of the croTs of St^ Michael. 

We pailed oa through fevera,! lefler rooms 
into a long pailage, on one Cde of which the 
Swifs opened a door, and through a narrow 
entrance, pcrfedlly dark,, he led .me,. by afe- 
cond door, into an apartoiei^t), or dungeon— 
for it rathqr merited the latter than the former 
appellatioa-*in the middle of which ftood a 
cage*. It yras compofed of prodigious wooden 
bars ; and the wicket which admitted perfons 
into it,, was ten or twelve inches in thicknefs, 
I went into the infide : the fpace it comprifed,- 
was about twelve feet fquare or fourteen,, 
and h might be nearly twenty feet in hetghtb. 
^This was the abode of many eminent vfibras 
in former ages,, ^dipfe names and miferies aoe 
jftow forgotten* 

** There was," faid my condudor, " tcj- 
•* wards the latter end of the laft century, ^ 
•* compiler of news in Holland,, who had pre- 
" fumed ta print fome very fevere refle^Hons 
^ on Madame de Maintenon, and Louis the 
^ fourteenth. Some months afterwards,, he 
^ was induced, by a perfon fent exprefly. for 
^ that purpofe,, to tnakc a tour into Frencfc 

** FlandcrSt. 
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^' Flanders. The inftant he had quitted the 
^ Dutch'dominionS) he was put under arreft^ 
^ and immediately^ by his majefty's exprefs. 
^ command^ conduced to this place* The]r 
<^ fliiit him up in this cage. Here he lived 
*^ -upwards of three-and-twenty years ; and 
**.here he, at length^ expired.— —During 
^* the long nights of winter," continued the 
man, ^^ no candle or fire was allowed him, 
^ nor was he peitnttted to have any )>ooki 
^< He faw Jto human face except that of the 
** gaoler, who cane once every day to prefenfr 
*' him» diro' a hole in the wicket, with hi» 
^ little portion of bread and wine. No in«* 
^< ftrument was given him with which he 
«c could, deftroy himfelf ^ but be fpund means 
^ at length toidraw out a imU from the.wood^ 
** wifli which he cut on the bars of his cage, 
^^ feveral lieurs de Us and coats of arms, the 
** engraving of which formed his only em»^ 
*' ployment and recreation."— Thefe I faw^ 
aml'ithey are indeed very curioufly performed}^ 
withib rude a tool. ^ ^ 

As I ftood within this dreadful engine of 
cruelty, I execrated the vengeance of tho 
priiice^ whOi for fo flight a trefpafs could 

inflift: 
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mffi£b fo diiproportionate and tremendous a 
puniibmenty and I haftened out of this fad 
apartment, impfefled with feelings of the deep-» 
eft pity and indignation. 

^ It is now fifteen years/' faid the Swifs, 
^ fince a gentleman ended hisdays in that cage; 
^ it was befove the time when I came to refide 
^* here^ but there is one inflance within m]i^ 
" ownmemory^ Monfieurde*F— — ^aperfon 
^ of rank, was conducted liere by command 
^'^ of the late king, and lemained three years 
•* fhut up in it. I feothim mylyf e^ry day; 
,*< but he .was allowed books and candle ta 
^ divert his mifery $ and at length, the abbo^ 
^< touched widi his deplorable calamities, re* 
^ queiled and obtained for him die royal par- 
^ don. He was fat free, and is now alive ift 
^ France* 

' ** The iiibtsnfanean chambers,'^ added he,, 
•* in this mountain, are fo numerous, that we 
•* know them not ourfelves* There are cer* 
<* tain dungeons,, called ^ Oubliettes,'* into 
** which they were accuftomed fbrmerly to. 
*• let down malefa^ors guilty of very heinous 
^ crimes : they provided thefe wretches with* 
^ abaf o£ bread and a bottle of wine, and 

" thcft 
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<* tliefl they were totally forgotten^ an^ left 
^ to ferUh by hunger in the (kck vaults of 
^* the rock. This puniihment iias not hoir^ 
'« ever been infii&ed by any king in the laft 
" or prefent century/* 

We continued our progreis through d)0 
abbejr. He ted me into a chamber, in one 
corner of which was a kind of window ; be« 
tween it and die wall of the building^ was a 
very deep fpace or hollow of near a hundred 
feet perpendicular^, and at bottom was anothet 
ivindow^ opening to the im. It is caQed 
« The hole of Montgomcri.*' The hiftory 
of it 10 this*-— » You may recoiled that in 
Ike year 1559^ Henry ths focond king of 
France^ was uofortunately killed -at atourna^^ 
went by the Count de Montgomeri« It was 
not intended on that nobleman's part ; and he 
was fiMTced^ contrary to his inclination, to pufll 
the lancQ agaunft his fovereign, by his exprefs 
Gomnmnd. Ht was a Hugonot^, and haVing 
^kzpcd the maflacre of Paris, made head 
againft the royal forces in Normandy,, being 
iGupported by our Elizabeth with arms and 
9ioney.. When driven from his fortreiles inn 
^ofe pai:^^ hfi retijreA to a rock, called the.* 

^ TombeUinftf'*' 
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•* Tombelainc," This is anodier Mountain^ 
fimilar to the " Mont St. Michel," only three 
quarters of a league diftant from it, and of 
nearly equal dimeiifions. At that time there 
was a caftle on it» which was afterwards de- 
moliflied^ and of which fcarce any traces now 
remain. From this place of fecurity, only 
acceifible at low tides^ he continually made 
excuriionS) and annoyed the enemy, who never 
dared tp attack him* He coined money, laid 
all the adjacent country under contribution, 
and rendered . himfelf univerfally dreaded. 
Being defirous to furprize the " Mont 
*^ St. Michel," he found means to engage 
in his interefts one of the monks refident in 
the abl|ey, wbo promifed to give him the fig* 
nal for his enterprise, by difplaying a hand- 
kerchief. The treacherous monk having made 
the fignal^ betrayed him, and armed all hi? 
afibciates, who waited Montgomeri's arrival* 
The Count came, attended by fifty chofen 
foldiers, defperate, and capable of ^y attempt. 
They crofled the fand,,and having placed their 
fcaling-ladders, mounted one by one j as they 
came to the top,, they were difpatched eacl^ 
iin turnj without noifc^ Montgomeu, whq 

followed 
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folfewed laft, at length difcovered the perfidy, 
and efcaped with only two of his men, with 
whom he regained the *• Tombelaine.'* 
They preferve with great €are, the ladders 
and grappling irons ufed on this occafion.— 
You perhaps remember the fubfequent fate of 
the Count himfelf. He ^vas afterwards be- 
ficgcd and taken prifoner by the Marechal de! 
Matignon, in 1574, at Domfront in Nor- 
mandy ; and Catherine of Medicis, who de- 
tefted him for his having been, tho' inno- 
cently, the caufe of her hufband's death, or- 
dered hhn to he immediately executed. 
. The church itfelf detained me a long time, 
and is matter of great curiofity. It is fup- 
ported by nine pillars of moft enormous di- 
menfions, * vriiich ftand upon the folid rock. 
I did not meafure them ; but, as far as the 
gloominefs of the place would admit me to 
form a judgment, I apprehend that each of 
them muft be five-and-twenty feet in circum- 
ference : befides thefe, there are two others, 
of much inferior fize,^ which fiipport the 
center of the church, over which is the tower. 
If the prodigious incumbent weight and the 
nature of <he fitaation is cehfidered, nothing^ 
4 lefs 
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l«fB mafly could fuftain the building. Thef 
ftem as if th^y were defigned to outlive 
the ravages of time, and the convuUlons of 
nature*— But before we enter the church it* 
(elf, I niuft inform you of the abfurd and 
legendary caufe which firft produced it. 

In the reign of Childebert the fecond, king 
of France, there was a bifhop of Avranches 
named St. Aubert. To this holy man, the 
archangel Michael was pleafed to appear one 
nighty and order him to go to this rock, and 
there conilrudl a church. St. Aubert, who 
feems to have been a little incredulous, 
treated it as a dream : the angei came again,, 
repeated his injunflion, and not being obeyed^ 
the third time, he, by way of imprinting it 
on the bifiiop's memory, made a hole in his 
&ull, by touching it vrith his thumb. In 
the treafory of the church I faw this curious 
Ikull. It is enclofed in a little ihrine of 
gold, and a chryftal, which opens over die 
orifice, gratifies curioilty by the minuteft exa<- 
mipation of it. The hole is of a fize and 
fhape jufUy proportidned to the thumb fup- 
pofed to have produced it, and whether it is 
donci with a knife, or by what other means, 

I cannot 
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J cannot, determine. The biftop' howeveE» 
upon this fen£ble mark of the divine pleafufc^ 
delayed no longer ; but repairing to the rock^ 
conilru£led a fmall church, as he had been 
commanded. — Here fable * ends ; and true 
hiftory, fupplying its placc^ informs us, that 
it was in 9669 that Richard the fecoiid duke 
4»f Normandy began to build the abbey, tt 
was compTeated about the year 1070^ under 
William the Conqueror, tho' many othe^ 
additions were made to U by fucceeding ab« 
bots and princes. 

The treafury is croudod with innumerable 
relics, among whicK fomefew faave^areal and 
intrinfic value. There is a fine head of Charlet 
the fixth of France cut ia chryftal, which 
drew my attention* They have got,. Heaven 
knows by what means, an arm of £dwanl> th€ 
Confeflbr^ aiid they, fhewed me another j q£ 
« St. Richard, king of England,"- , Who 
this faint and prince was, I confefs, is bo 
yond my comprehenfion* I am' fure they 
could not term Richard the firft fo, u^lefs his 
crufade againft Saladine.wipedoju^ all' his>. fins, 
and canoniap4U^n. Richard the fi:cond lias 
no better pretenfions to faniSUty^ I do not 

mention 
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mention him who fell atBofworth; lb that 
who this royal faint was, I muft leave you to 
difcover. As to the monks, they know noh. 
thing about it ; but they were pofitive he 
was a king of England,— -An enormous 
golden cockle-fhell, weighing many pounds, 
given by Richard the fecond duke of Nor- 
mandy, when he founded the abbey, is worth 
remarkmg. 

In the middle of the choir hangs a ftone, 
which is faid to have fallen on the head of 
Louis the^ eleventh, at the fiege of Befan^on, 
without doing him the fmalleft injury. ; This, 
he conceived, and with rcafon, muft have 
been owing to fome divine interpofition ; for 
the ftone weighs, I flioxild fuppofe, at leaft 
ten pounds. Louis, though the greateft 
morifter who ever filled a throne, was yet, 
at intervals, exceedingly pious: he ufed to 
cojnc often in pilgrimage to the ** Mont St. 
«* Michel ;" and he ordered this ftone to be 
fufpehded by a chain in the choir, and left 
the income of certain lands for the mainte- 
nance o^priefts, who were to fay mafles for his 
preffervation from fo imminent a danger. 

The refcdlbry, the cloifters, the cells of 

the 
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the monks, are all, (or rather they have been) 
verjr magniflfcent, and Ipacious; but a vaft 
fum of money is now wanted to put the 
idiole in repair, and reinftate what the laple 
of ages defaces and deforms. One of the 
great towers is cracked an4 decayed. They 
have written repeatedly to the miniftry, to 
know his majefty's pleafure refpe£Mng it; 
but no anfwer has been returned. It will 
probably £dl foon, and muft neceflarily, from 
its prodigious heighth and (Ize, draw with it 
a confidcrable part of ^e adjoining build* 
ings. 

The late king Louis the fifteenth fequefter- 
cd the revenues of the abbey, which are very 
ample. A prior is fubftituted inftead of the . 
abbot, and the number of monks is reduced 
from thirty to fourteen. Perhaps a few year& 
more may even extinguiih thefe ; and St. Mi- 
chael himfelf, tho' compofed of gold, be melted 
down to fupport the expence of a bal pare.--^ 
It is at preibnt confidered chiefly as a prifon of 
Aate, and will probably be repaired more on that 
account, than from motives of piety, or venera* - 
tion for its religious origin. The apartment^ 
are at this time occupied by many illuftrious 
C prifoncrs^ 
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jprifoners, whohave been fent here by *^ Lettrc 
*' dc cachet," for crimes of ftate. They are 
detained in more ftridt or eafy confinement, 
according to the royal mandate. There are 
3X prefent, eight in one range of rooms, who 
.eat at the fame table together. They arc al- 
lowed each a puit of wine \ but neither knives 
.or forks are ever given them, left they ihould 
commit fuicide, to efcape the horrors of im- 
prifonment. No perfon is permitted to enter 
that divifion of the abbey in which they live, 
or can hold any converfation with them. Four 
of thefe were fent here fince the acceflion of his 
prefent majefty. There are others who have 
' tke liberty of going into every part of the 
Mount without reitraint ; but to enjoy this 
permiffion they muft be habited as priefts, and 
of confequence be known to every one. To 
efcape, feems almoft impofTible — but what 
cannot human fubtkty efFedl, when pufhed to 
defpair ? It is only fixteen days fmce a Mon- 
fieurdeC— — , who had beeii confined ten 
months, fucceeded in an attempt to liberate 
bimfelf. I was fhewn the place from whence 
he let himfelf down by a rope : it is near a 
hundred feet perpendicular. He crofled the 

fands 
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fands immediately, while the fea was low; 
and it is imagined he has embarked either for 
Jerfey or for England, as no intelligence has 
been received concerning him. 

Some apartments are deftined to a fpecies of 
tvretches yet more deplorable— I mean, to lu- 
natics. There are feveral here who are of high 
rank. In the cloifters of the abbey, a perfoa 
iccofted me in very polite terms. He ^p- 
, peared to be above fifty years of age ; his drefe 
was mean, and at his button-hole hung a crofs 
of the order of St. Michael, fantastically adorn^ 
ed with ribbands. His face, tho' brown and 
fickly, was noble, commanding, and engag- 
ing ; his hair, of a deep black, mixed with 
grey, hung floating upon his fhoulders 5 and 
over his whole perfon was an air of dignity in 
ruin. It was the Marquis de R — , a noble- 
man of Bretagne, who has been fhut up here 
five-and- twenty years. He is infane, but 
harmlefs, and obferves perfeftly all the forms of 

politenefs and good breeding. None but 

perfons of quality are ever fent here on this 
account. 

I thought the age of pilgrimages had been 

nearly at an end in all European natipns, and 

' C a that 
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that devotion was now content with venerating 
its faints at home— but will you believe it, 
when I afliire you, that the number of pil- 
grims who come annually to pay their vows 
to St^ Michael at this Mount, amounts to 
l)etween eight and ten thoufand ? They are 
moflly peafants, and perfons in mean occu- 
pations; but even among the nobility there 
are not wanting thofe who are induced to 
make this journey from principles of piety. 
The little town at the foot of the Mount is 
fomctimes fo crowded with them, that not a 
bed is to be procured. I faw at leaft fix when 
I was there. They were all young men and 
women. Their dreft exactly correfpondod 
with our ideas of them, as drawn from ancient 
ballads* Their hats were laced with cockle- 
Ihells round the edges, and on the crown was 
^ gilt coronet, above which was the crofs. 
A ribband in the fame form was tied acrofs 
their breaft ; and all over their cloaths were 
placed little images of St. Michad vanquifh- 
ing the devil. I afked them, from whence 
they came ? they faid, from Champagne j 
^ v6ry cpnfiderable diftance, acrofs all France. 
I pat feveml queftions to tb«m, and they 

would 
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would willingly have followed me when I went 
up to the top of the fteeple ; but the S wifs, who 
was well accuftomed to fee theie poor devotees 
arrive, repulfed them very roughly. •* Que 
** diable !" fays he, << allez, prier le bon Saint 
** Michel, fi vous voulez ! Je ne conduis pas le. 
** menu peuple !*' The poor pilgrims retir^ 
immediately, without a word.— -It is faid, that 
the late Dauphin, father of the preient king, was 
here incognito, about nineteen or twenty years. 
ago; and the old man whocondu£lbed me acrofi 
the fands, aflured me that he had the honour to 
be his royal highnefs's guide, without knowing 
at the time his rank. The character of the 
Dauphin was that of a bigot, and I am not 
at all furprized at fuch a proof of it.^— — Near 
the foot of the mountain, ck^ to the waves of 
the fea, is a very fine well of frefh water ; but 
as it might and would be undoubtedly taken 
pofleffion of by an. enemy in cafe of a fiegCj^^ 
they have contrived to form cifterns in the folid 
rock, proportionate to every other part of the 
building, and capable of containing many hun» 
dred tuns of water j they fay, more than twelve 
hundred. Indeed, to befiege the mountain, 
would be ^n a6t of madnefs ; as a hundred 
C 3 men 
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jhen might defend it againft ten thbufand af- 
failanls, and any number of veflels ; nor could 
it be, if taken, converted' to any fort of na- 
tional benefit. 

The town itielf is almofl: as much an ob- 
jeft of ciiriofity as' any other part of the 
Mount, I doubl not that there are many 
houfes in ft above five or fix hundred years' 
pi J ; and"! did no^ fee 6rie whi<hh feemed" to be 
Buirt fince tlie time of Louts the eleventh. The' 
whole hurnber of peilbns refident iii the ab- 
bey and' in the town, does hot exceed a hull-' 
dred and eighty, ih timte'of pfeaCe. A fhlHtik^" 
compofed of the inhabitants, mounts' guarf, to 
prevent any of the prifonefs from efcaping. 
In tifaie of war there are five hundred foldiers 
commonly in garrifbft ; and' tKey aflured m«,' 
lo large arid' numerous' are the chambers in 
different parts of the abbey, that thir'teen 
dioufand troops might be difpofed of there 
without any fort of inconvenience, or diffi- 
culty. 

They fell little legendary books in the 
iown, and I have bought the in all, in hopes to 
lirid fome hiftorical anecdotes or traditions re- 
fpefling the place, and the various important 

events 
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events or ficges it has undergone 5 — but alas 1 
this is a vain attempt. They are all ftulFed 
with miracles and abfurdities, too ridiculous 
to repekf J and St. Michael and St. Aubert 
are the only heroes who make any- figure in 
thefe annals. I would moft willingly have 
infpeded the archives which are laid up in 
the abb^ ; but this gratification is not per- 
mitted to ftrangers. It muft be a very curious 
refearch^ fince it is probable that every king 
dTEngland froitt'William the Conqueror down 
^ Henry the third, muft have beeh many times* 
htre from motives of devotion or curiofity. 

In the year 1090, Robert duke of Norman- 
dy, and William Rufus king of England, fons 
4{ WlBianl the Conqueror, befieged their 
younger brother Henry a long time in the 
*« M6nt St. Michel." It muft be pre* 
famed that they were matters of the foot of' 
the rack ; for bthefwife it would be imprac- 
ticable to inveft it. The prince could never 
have been reduced to furrender from force ; 
but he was in want of water, and from that 
neceflity was on the point of yielding up the 
fortrefs, when Robert, with the benevolence 
and g^rofity which maiked his * charafter, 
C 4 fcnt 
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i«nt him feme pipes of wine i and this fuccour^ 
(likethat which Henry the fourth permitted 
his troops to give the Parifians^) enabled 
Henry to hold out. Rufus reproached Robert 
for his conduft 5. *< Shall we then," faid 
he, " fuffer our brother to die of thirft ?"— 
And what return did he meet with from 
Henry ? An imprifonment of twenty-eight 
years in a vaulted chamber of Cardiff caftl#> 
where he expired, 

I fear I have tired you with fo minute a 
^efcripdon of the mountain. I left it this 
morning, and, being condudled by the fame 
guide acrofs the fands, reached the villagr df 
Genet at ten. Numbers of people are drown* , 
ed every year in paffing thit place. The iea 
comes in with a rapidity beyond any idea 
you can form of it> and frequently inter- 
cepts unhappy travellers, who prefumcj to 
venture without a guide. I faw, in the 
church-^yard of Genet, a grave where five perr 
fons were buried, who perifhed as they at- 
tempted to pafs within thefe few days, and 
fimilar accidents are common.— It was noon 
when I returned to Granville, my fancy en- 
tirely occupied with the extraordinary fcenes 

to 
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to which I had been a witnefs, and which I 
have endeavoured to defcribe to you without 
ftudy or arrangement. 

This town is fituated very pleafantly on i 
neck of land ftretching into the fea* Jt 19 
not fmall; but the buildings are fcattertd^ 
mean, and irregular, extending near a mile 
from one extremity to the other, part on the 
rock above, and part in the vale below.'— It 
is open to the fea, there being no bay, tho' 
they have conftru&ed part of a pier to fhelter 
and prote£t the ihipping. Some fmall le* 
doubts and batteries have likewifebeenerefted 
during the late war, on the eminences round 
the place, to defend it from invafion; but they 
arc of no ftrength. 

It is time to conclude this long letter. 
My next will probably he written from (bme 
part of Fietagne^ Adieu ! 

Yours, &c. 



8tMalii» 
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St. Malo, Tuefday, 4.tli Septcmbe**, 1775. 

I Arrived here yefterday morning. It was 
very late Saturday night when I reached 
Avranches; and had I been a Roman Ca- 
tholic, I fhbuld certainly have put both my- 
felf and my carriage under the proteftion of 
the Virgin, or of fome faint who is the tute- 
lary patron of travellers, before I adventyrecl 
into thefe perilous roads. The chaife' once 
ftuck faft for near an liour, and I was obliged 
to employ a dozen peafants, who with the help 
of pick-axes, and with infinite liibouf, at 
length lifted it up by main firength. 

Avranches detained me a few hours. The 
city is the meaneft I haye yet leen in France, 
but its fituation is^vcry*fine. ^The cathedral 
ftands on a hiH, whfch terminates abruptly, the 
front of the church extending to the extreme 
verge of it, and overhanging the precipice. It 
bears the marks of high antiquity, but the 
towers are decayed in many places, tho' its 
original conftrudion has been wonderfully 
ftrong. While I flood near it, one of the 

pricfts 
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priefts very politely accofted me, and ofFer'd^ 
as I appeared to be a ftranger, to give me fome 
information refpefting it. 

" The cathedral," faid he, " has been the 
*^ work of different age? ; but the two w^f- 
** tern towers are fuppofed to be as old as th6 
*' eighth century, the bifhopric itfelf having 
^^ been founded about the year 400. One of 
*' the Englifli kings, Henry the fecond, re- 
'' ceived abfolution here from the Papal 
*^ Nuncio, for the murder of St. Thomas- 
** a-Becket, in 11 72, and the ftone on whicK 
" he knelt during the performance qf that 
" folemn ceremony, ftill exifts." He car- 
ried me to look at the ftone. Its length is 
about thirty inches, and the breadth twelve. 
It ftands before the north portal, and on it is 
engraved a chalice • in commeqaoratioii of the 
.event. 

The ruins of the cafl;le of Avranches. are 
very' extenfive, and beneath lies a rich extent 
of country, covered with orchards, and 
abounding jn grain. ^ 

I continued my journey on Sunday at noon, 

and quitting Normandy, reached the city of 

Dol in Brejagne the fame evening. At Pon- 

' C 6 torfon 
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torfon the two provinces are feparated by the 
little river Coefnon, which forms the boun- 
dary. — Dol muft detain every perfon who has 
any veneration for the remains of antiquity. 
£xcept the epifcopal palace, which is an eleV 
gant modern building, there is not a houfe 
within the walls, which does not fecm to have 
teen built in ages the moft barbarous and re- 
mote, The fortifications are in the fame ftyle, 
and appear to have been antiently very for- 
midable, Hiftory confirms this fuppofition* 
William the Conqueror twice laid fiege to Dol, 
and was twice repulfed. In 1075, Philip king 
of France forced him to make a hafty retreat 
JntQNormsmdy ; and when he again attempted 
to make himfejf mafler of it in 1085, Alaia 
duke of Bretagne obKged him to retire with 
feme difgrace. Henry tHe fecond, more fuc- 
'cefsful> carried Dol by ftorm in 1:17 3- 

It was a beautiful autumnaj evening, and I 
walked near half a league from the town tp. 
;Vlew a (Ingular objefl of curiofity. In the mid* 
^le of a very large orchard flands a fingle ftone, 
between forty surid fifty feet high : its circum- 
. ference near the bafe equals its heighth, and the? 
foxTKk [9 circulair and conicaU It is called 
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** La Pierre du champ dolent." — « The ftone 
«* of the field, of lamentation." There are 
no certain accounts when, or on what oc« 
cafion it was ere£te4; but the traditions 
relative to it are equally numerous and con* 
tradidory. I had the pleafure to fee and 
coDverfe with the gentleman on whofe eftate 
it is fituated. He faid, the moft approved 
opinion was, that Julius Caefar had caufed it 
to be erefted as a trophy to mark the extent 
of bis conquefts,^ after a bloody engagement 
which he gained over the inhabitants of Ar* 
morica. The peafants are fully perfua^ed that 
the devil fet it up in one of his idle^hours ; 
" but," added he, " I have myfelf caufed the 
*' earth to be removed round it& bafe to the dif- 
^^ tance of forty feet on every fide y and I find 
** that it joins to a prodigious rock, from 
** which it feems to have fpningj ib that I 
^< am induced to think, aotwithfianding its 
*^ name, that it may be a natural produ<5lion." 
However caufed, it is very extraordinary, and 
deferves an attentive inveftigation^ 

I got to this city yefterday. The caftle of 
St. Malo was built by the celebrated Anne of 
Bretagne^who annexed the duchy to the crowa 
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6f France by her marriage with Charles the 
eighth in 1489. She was afked by the engi- 
neer who conftrufted it, what plan fhe would 
choofe as its model. *^ My coach," faid (ho. 
It is fo in efFeft. A large fquare area within, 
Conftitutes the body ; two fmall towers in the 
fore-part anfwer to the fore- wheels of a carri- 
age, as two others of a larger fize do to the 
hinder ones ; a projeflion in front forms the 
pole, and an arched nich behind correfponds 
to the place where the fervant was ufed to 
iferid. Confcious that pofterity might ac- 
Cufe her of caprice and abfurdity, fhe has 
obviated their* criticifms in a manner truly 
royal,' by an infcription engi'aved on the wall, 
and very legible at this hour— 

" Qui que gron3e, teleft mon plaifirP 

Vott. will allow this fo be the reafoning of a 
fovereign. 

St. Malo is Atuated in an ifland joined to the 
continent by a caufeway. The ancient city 
and bidiopric were half a league diftant, upon 
*fli6 main-land ; but in the year 1172, the 
bilhop, John tie la Grille removed bis refidcricc' 

to 



THROUGH FRANCE. 5$ 

to the little ifland of St. Aaron, and began the 
town which now exifts. The houfes are all 
Ipfty and- el^^nt ; b^t the ftrects, owing to 
the want of ground and to the number of inha- 
bitants, ^re- narrow; cfirty, and ill pierced. 
*' ' To'tAorrdiyi pfefceed'ttf Renhes. ' ^ ' 









Nantti, 
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NanteS) Saturday, i6th September, 1775- 

I Left St. Malo laft Thurfday fe'nnight, 
and lay^t Hede, a little town iituated on 
the fummit of a mountain, which commands a 
moft extenfive profpeA. I got to the city of 
Rennes next morning. Here I had flattered 
myfelf with the pleafure of feeing the celebrated 
Monfieur de la Chalotais, who, after having 
fuffered, under Louis the fifteenth, all thepu- . 
nifhments' which deipotifm can inti&y is now 
returned to pafs the little remainder of his 
days in his native province of Bretagne. I 
had received very particular letters to intro«- 
duce me to his acquaintance ; but he was gone 
to his feat at Caradeuc, the preceding day. 
To the honour of his prefent majefty and. of 
the miniftry, they have endeavoured to make 
him every poflible compeniation for the cruel 
indignities which he m«t with under the late 
reign. The king has prefented him with three 
hundred thoufand livres, befides a penfion. He 
i» reftored to his place of " Procupeur gene- 
«< ral au parlement ;" and his eftate of Cara- 
deuc i» to be erc^ed into a marqui&te. 

Iftaid 
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I (laid near two days at Rennes. It is the 
honorary capital of Bretagne, becaufethe ftates 
are aflembled there ; but like all cities deftitute 
of commerce, is dull and poor. Several of 
die principal ftreets are however very hand« 
fome, a fire which happened in the year 17209 
and which almoft reduced the whole place to 
afhes, having obliged the inhabitants to rebuild 
them with great regularity. In one of the 
fquares, is a fine bronze ftatue of Louis the 
fifteenth, which was ere£led by the province 
in 17449 foon after his recovery from that dan- 
gerous illnefs in Flanders, which obtained him 
the title of << Uka aime. Under the figure of 
the prince appears on one fide Hygeia, the 
godde& of health, with her ferpent and. 
patera ; . and on the other, is the genius 
of Bretagne, kneeling on one knee, exuU 
tation and reverence finely marked in her 
countenance. At the foot of the pedeilal is aid 
infcription in Latin. I bluibed as I read it,, 
for the monarch to jvhom it was ^offered. He 
lived, like his predeceflbr, to fee all thefc 
marks of public approbation ceafe ;' and, loft 
to greatnefs and glory iti the arms of his 
miftrefles, a dark cloud obfcured the evening 

of 
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of a reign, which He had opened with fome 
applaufe. 

Rennes is Atuate on the little river Vilaine, 
and was anciently very ftrongly fortified, but 
'the walls are now in ruins, and the ditch 
nearly filled up. The fiege of the city by 
Edward the third king of England, is "very' 
celebrated in hiftory. The Engliih and Bre- 
ton army confified of forty thoufand men ; and 
jievei^dielefs, after having remained before it 
fkf months, were obliged to* retffe without 
fttdcds. ' ' 

I «mv^ here on Monday laBr, Nantes ii- 
ah h^Ue' city, • and^its -fituation is eqxrafly ad- 
vantageous and agreeable, being built on* 
tile eaifj^ de<*livity 6f a hill, defcdnding on- 
every Tide to the river. The Loire itfelf may 
rfmoft vie with the Thames^, Exaftly oppo- 
fite tb the fpoton which ftandsithfe town, it' 
s divided into feveral channels, by a number 
of fmall iflands", moft of which are covered 
with elegant houfes. The great quay is more 
than a mile in length ; the buildings very fu- 
perb, and* chiefly erefted fince the late peace, in 
. 1763. As its commerce is annually ehcreaf- 
ihg the city is confcqAently in a flate of con- 
tinual 
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ftnual improvement, and advance ih Beauty; 
The Loire is notwitiiftandmg very fliallow ; 
and all goods are brought up in large boats from 
Painbeuf, "-which is nme leagues* *diftant, neaf 
die fflboth of the river, and at which place vef- 
fels of burden are obliged to unload. At the 
caftern extremity of the town ftands the caftlc, 
ih which the kncient dukes of Bretagnchcld 
their rdidfence. It was built about the year 
iox>6'i butthedake of Mercrtur, who<duriAg 
ffe lurig wttrsf of tfte tfea'gue, in thcfiitecnilr 
eciitthy, rendef ed hhnfiHf in {dent deg^e ffiWti 
rtign of driff province, leader feVei^alconfidcra-2 
bfe addidoriS'to it. In* the chapel, Aiihti 
-. .ducKifi of Bretaghe,- and Widow of Chiriea? 
dl'eei^Hdii m^ried IrOuis' thetwfeMth in 1499^ 
faiihf thfe fceond union, confirmed the duchy* 
ta^heti-owWiof Frffhce. Th^yfliowed mfe fli^ 
chamber iii' which tfie^d^lebrated Cardinal dc^ 
Retz was confined by ordfer of Anne of 
Auflria, and from which he made his efcape 
by letting himfelf down with a rope into a 
boat,. which -wiitedfor him ^on the Loire; 
' Miny<k the^'aiidentyufces of Bretagne are 
interred in the different churches of the city. 
Themoft fplendid of all the monuments erefited 

to 
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to theinmemory, is that of Francis the feconcfy 
who was the laft of them. . It is in the 
•* Eglife des Carmcs," and was raifed by filial 
duty. His daughter Anne caufed it to be 
conftruAed, while (he was queen of France^. 
Michael Columb, a Breton by birth, was 
the artift;.and it muft be confeiled to be 
a tnafter-piece of fculpture. The tomb is as 
snagnifiGent as any of thofe in the abby of St» 
Denis ; and not content with this proof of her 
a^chment to her father's menxory, Anne or- 
dered her own heart to be depofited within, a 
golden box, in the fame vault. — The infcrip- 
tton near the tomb, is very curious. It re- 
lates diat Francis the fecond, after having 
been married feven years to his firft wife wjti\« 
cut ifTue, as his laft refource^ n^ade a vow to 
the Virgin Mary, that if by her power or in- 
terceffion he obtained a child, he would dedi- 
cate to her an image of his own weight in 
gold. The holy Virgin, whether moved by 
the prodigious value of the prefent, or whether 
touched with pity, heard the prayer very fa- 
vourably. The duke had a fon, and perform- 
ed his vow; tho* exigencies of ftate oblig- 
ed, him fume years afterwards to retrad the 

princely 
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princely donation he had made.-^By his fe- 
cond wife Margaret de Foix, he became 
father to the princefs Anne, afterwards quceii 
of France. 

Nantes was anciently, like almoft every 
confiderable city in Europe, very ftrongly 
fortified. Peter de Dreux, one of the dukes 
of Bretagne, furrounded it with walls, which 
have only been demolifhed within thefe few 
years. The bridge is an objeft of curiofity. 
It is near a mile and a half in length, being con* 
tinued acrofs all the little iflands in the Loire, 
from north to fouth. There are two other 
ftialler rivers, which unite at this city, one 
of which is called the Erdrc. I went up this 
river about two leagues yefterday, to a gentle- 
man's Chateau, where I dined. The Me- 
ander, fo famous in Grecian fable, can hardly 
exceed the Erdre in beauty. It winds between 
groves of chefnut, oak, and poplar, which 
- cover the banks to the edge of the water, and 
which are only broken by vineyards, gardens, 
and elegant villas. About half way, are the 
ruins of a celebrated fortrefs, formerly prf- 
feffed by the Hugonots, called die caftfe 
«* de la Verriere;*\ and at the diftance of a 
^e from the houfe where I pafled the day. 
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IS an ancient manfipn furroifnded with thick 
.woods, which belonged to Peter Landais, 
the famous and unworthy favourite of Francis 
the fecond. 

Bj^etagne is by no means fo fertile or fo cul-» 
tivated a ,province as Normai^dy* The in- 
terior part is chiefly open and 'heathy, but 
the fea-coafts are more populous, ax^d richer 
in foil. Round this city, and to the fouth-* 
ward, in the " Pays de Retz," vines, ar^ 
very plentiful, and they make a thin, four 
wine, known by the name of " Vin Nan- 
** tois." — r-If we compare the prefent con- 
idition of Bretagne, as conftituting a part of 
the kingdom of France, with its ancient one 
as an independent government, there can be 
no ^oubt that the cjiaiige which incorporated 
it with the monarchy, was the mofl falu- 
tary and happy to be conceived. While 
under the dominion of their native princes, 
the duchy was a fcene of continual war, b^ood- 
Ihcd, and devaftation. The dukes of Nor- 
ms^dy, or kings of France, were ever aiming. 
at Its* redudlion, ^(id the foirmer effected it 
IRore than once. The inteftine commotions 
which were raifed by the oppofite pretenfions 
oi John d^ Montfort and Charles of Blois^^ ia 
2 the- 
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the fourteenth century, left the miferable coun- 
try, unpeopled, defolate, and a prey to the moft 
fevere &mine. Louis the eleventh firft open'd 
die way for its se-tmioci tothe crown. The lady 
of Beaujeu, left regent at his death, purfaed her 
father's meafures with vigcnir ; and the narrow, 
parfimonious charader and conduA of our 
Henry the feventh, whofe avarice prevented 
him from lending any effectual fuccour to 
Francis the fecond or his daughter Anne, con- 
. fpired to complete this important acquifition. 
—I do not recoUeft many very eminent per- 
fons, whom this 4uchy has produced. ^Ber- 
trand du Guefclin, Conftable of France, and fo 
renowned in the wars of £dward the third 
and the Black Prince, was a native of Bre- 
tagne ; and Abds^-d, Heloife's unhappy lover; 
too well known by his amours and his misj. 
fortunes, was. born at a village cal}ed Le Palet, 
only ten or twelve miles from Nantes, near 
the borders of Poiftou. He lived in the 
twelfth century, under the reign of Conanth* 
third, duke of Bretagne. . ] 

The origin of. Nantes is very: un«ert^ini 
^nd is carried back into r^i^qte .itntiquity/ 
The Ramans doul?tl«fs had a .ftation here* 

In 
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in the year 158O9 among the ruins of a 
tower demolifhed at that time, was found a 
ftone, which, by order of the magiftrates, was 
transferred in 1606 to the «< Hotel de Ville." 
The infcription on it has greatly exercifed the 
attention of antiquaries. It is very legible, 
and in Roman characters. I tranfcribed it 
myfelf. 

. ** Numintb: Auguftor: 

** Deo J Vol: Jano. 

'* M: Gemel: Secundus. et C. Sedat: Plorus. 

<« Aftor: Vicanor. Portent. Tribunal. C. M. 

'* Locis ex Stipe conlata pofuerunt.** 

I cannot forbear mentioning to you one 
other monument equally Angular. Near a 
bridge which crofles the Loire, called '* Le 
*^ Pont de la belle Croix," is a ftone fixed in 
the wall, with the remains of a defaced in- 
fcription on it. It was placed there to mark 
the ^t where Gilles, Marechal de Retz was 
burnt, under the reign of Charles the feventh, 
and, as I think, about the year 1440. This 
nobleman was accufed of, and condemned to 
die, for crimes, which were faid to be too hor- 
rible and flagitious ever to be mentioned. They 

were. 
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were never divulged, but covered up in dark« 
nefs and myflery « A very ingenious man^ 
to whom I am indebted for alftioft all the in* 
formation I have gained here, allured me that 
the Marechal de Rett's trial is yet preferred 
among the archives of the city; but- that it 
has never been opened, from the fame motives 
of horr<M- and caution) which originMly aduat* 
ed his judges. I muft confefs that this whole 
fiery appears to me very extraordinary. • 

The environs of Nantes are agreeable ; and 
I fliould be tempted to make a longer ftay 
here, if the advanced ieafon .did not compel 
me to haften my journeyk—- — I fliall fet out 
in two hours for Rochelle* Whether I ihatt 
purfue my route to Bourdeaux, dirough Sain** 
tbnge, or make an excurfion by Poitiers and 
Angoulefme; I do not yet know j you ihall 
hear of me as I proceed* 



Rochelle^ 
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Rocliene> Wedncfday, aoth Sept. 1773. 

ISJLEPT at Aigrcfeille laft Saturday 
; night, a little, village on the confines, of 
iBret^g^^e; and breakfafted next morning at 
;.Mt)ntague,jhe firft town in Poi£tou. I con* 
.tinuedi my jpurne/f .the whole day through that 
pr^vincci and arrived, as the fun fet, at Mo- 
reille.. -The evening was uncommonly beau«* 
tiful, and I fhould have proceeded fome miles 
farther, . if a very large convent, which flood 
oppofi^e to die poft*houfe, in one of the fineft 
fituatioiis to be conceived, bad not feemed to 
invite my attention. I ordered hori^ for the 
next morning, and walked up to look at the 
monaftery. The great gates were open, and 
;idi;nitted me into a fpacious court, or lawn, in 
front of the building. . Here I met the Prior :Jie 
was a thin, fpai^ figure, in appearance pad his 
fiftilsth year, if his drefs did not tend to deceive 
my judgment. He accofted me with ex- 
treme politenefs ; and, on my informing him 
that I was a traveller, induced by curiofity to 
vifit his convent, he conducted me into the 
church, and through the apartments. " We 

" are,'* . 
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" are," faid he, *' of the Ciftercian or- 
^^ der, and owe our foundation to Eleanor, 
^* queen of England, and wife to Henry the 
^< fecond: but during the unhappy wars of 
^< the League, the chief, fcene of which lay 
^ an this part of the kingdom, our archives 
*^ were all carried away, and the building it- 
" fclf defiaccd, by the foldiers of Coligni/' 
-——When we had fini£hed our view of it, be 
infifted on my company at fupper. Our repaft 
was ierved up with great elegance, and follow- 
ed by a defert from the gardens of the priory, 
which were very exteniive. I ftaid till near 
midnight, and left my generous hoft with the 
Htmoft regret. 

I got to Marans, Monday morning. It is 
a miferable town, fituate on the rivpr Scvre, 
which divides Poi<5tou from the ** Pays 
" d'Aunis." Ax a fmall diftance from the 
place, on the bank of the river, towards its 
mouth, tradition yet points out the fpot ren- 
dered celebrated by the interview of Louis the 
eleventh of France, and his 'brother Charles^ 
duke of Guyenne. The artful nionarchexfaauft* 
ed in vain all his treacherous policy to gain his 
brgtho: s and their interview^ like moft others 
D a between 
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between princes, was uhaccon»panied with 
.any falutary, or beneficial effeft. 

It is only twenty miles from Marans to Ro^ 
cfaelle, through a rich country, covered with 
vines. This city, fo famous in the fixteenth and 
*fevcnteerith centuries— the refixge at that time 
of the Hugonots, and their grand barrier agairift 
the royal power—is ftill a commercial and po- 
pulous pkce, tho'-much declined from it's an- 
ticht luftre. The port, tho* it does not admit 
-v«flels of anjr coflfiderable burthen, is yet well 
<:alculaled for trade. It may be divided into 
three parts j the bafon, which is theinnermoft 
of thefc, is only a quarter of a mile in circum- 
ference ; and at the entrance are two Very 
noble Gothic towers, called the « Tour de 
« St. Nicolas,*' and the « Tour de la Chaine." 
They are now in a ftate of decay, but were 
anciently deftgned to proteft the town and bar- 
bour. Without thefe towers, is the ** Avant 
** Port,'* extending more than a league, and 
bounded by two points of land, to the north 
and fouth. Beyond all, is the road, where the 
largeft fhips ufually anchor, ,prote6led from the 
fbuth-weft winds by the iflands of Re, Oleron, 
and Aix. Previous to the ceflion of Canada 

to 
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to England, and of New Orleans to the 
crown of Spain, the trade of Rochelle was 
very lucrative. It has again revived within 
thefe two laft years, to the coaft of Guineat 
and the Eaft Indies. 

This pla;ce' cannot k^ claim to any remote 
^tiquity. It was only a. little coition of 
houfes on the 0iore, inhabited by ii^hermen^ 
when William the xuntb, ladCount of Poi<5lou, 
rendered himfeif mafter of it in 1139. From 
that prince it defcended to his o^y daughter 
Ele^pr, who, after her diyorce from i'QUis 
the fev-ent^i of France, brougl^ all her ample 
' dowry in marriage to Henry the fecond of 
England. 

' , Louts traufgreffe^ every rul? of. fr^e piolicyj 
iftfufieri^^gjfo grfat a^princefs to carry. her 
pofleffipns info the faicnily of his vaiQd Henrys 
ajreadjf too powerful. The chartpr of Elea- 
nor, incorporating the town of La Rochelle, 
yetfubfifts, in the regifters of the pity. She 
granted them many peculiar privileges, which 
her4pn.Ricl;iard the firft afterwards confirmed, 
yjc^ei John, the Englifh affairs declined s su^d 
though St. Louis, aftu^ted; by feruplea of hot 
fupfiK aja4,.?opfcience, reftor^d to Jfcnry Jthc 
" D 3 third 
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third all Saintongc, and Aunis, yet his fon, 
Philip the BoId> rfe-conquered them again fome 
years after. The battle of Poitiers, under Ed- 
ward the third, in 1356, was followed by the 
furrender of all the adjoining provinces and 
cities to England. Rochelk conftituted part 
of the dominions given to the Black Prince by 
his father i but his reign was very (hort, and 
he lived to fee them again re-united to France 
by Charles the fifth, in the latter years of 
Edward's reign. 

The Refor'med religion, which vrasfirft in- 
troduced into the kingdom about 1540, met 
with a moft favourable reception here j and this 
city became, under Charles the ninth, the grand 
afylum of the Protcftants. The maflacre of 
Paris was followed foon after by the memorable 
fiege of Rochelle, which began in November 
1572, and was raifed in June 1573- Enthu- 
fiafm fupplied the befieged with conftancy and 
■courage, which rendered them fuperior to the 
aflailants 5 and the Duke of Anjou, afterwards 
Henry the third, who commanded the royal 
army, was happy to find a pretext in his eIe£Hon 
to the crown -of Poland, for withdrawing his 
ihattercd troops, after having loft twcnty-twa 

tboufand 
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tboufand men before the place* This fucceis 
conduced towards inrpiring them with refo* 
lution to witfaftand Louis the thirteenth, in 
u6z7 ' ^"^ Richlieu's daring genius was not 
to be awed into any fubmiifion. After having 
precluded every fource of afiifiance by fea and 
land, and having inveAed the place for thir- 
leen months, it furrendered to the mtxcy o( 
the king. The calamities which the garrifon 
endured from fomine, are only to be com« 
pared with thofe of Jerufalem under Titus, 
and perhaps even exceeded them. It was the 
laft effort o[ religious oppofition, and the 
xra which eftablifhed an unlimited royal 
power throughout the kingdom* 

I went twice yefterday, to view the cele- 
brated mound ere£led by Richlieu. When the 
fea retires, it is ftill vifible; and I walked out 
upon it above three hundred feet. It extends 
from fide to fide, acrofs the whole harbour, 
nearly an Englifh mile in length. Its breadth 
is,' at this time, more than one hundred and 
fifty feet, and it widens continually to\¥ards 
the bafc. No. effort of art or power can 
poffibly imprefs the mind with fo vaft and fub^ 
lime an idea of the genius of Richlieu, as 
doe$ this bulwark againft the iea. While 
D 4 I flood 
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I ftood upon it, in the middle of the port, 
between the waves which rolled on either fide, 
and contemplated its extent and ftrengdi, I ~ 
was almoft inclined to fuppofe this aftani(hing 
work to be fuperior to human power, and the 
produAion radier of a deity than of a mortal.' 
A fmall opening of about two hundrdd feet, 
was left by Polnpey Targon, the archited wha* 
confttu£ted it, to give entrance to veifels, iind 
fhut up by chains fixed acrofs it. A tower 
was likewife ereded at each end, no remain^ 
of which are flow to be fcen. Neither the 
duke of Buckingham, or the earl of .Lindfey, 
who were fucceffively fent from England to- 
th^ aid of the-befieged by Charles the firft,! 
dai-ed t6 attack this formidable barrier ; they 
retired, and left Rochelle to its fiite. In 
all probability, a thoufand years, aided by 
florms, and all the fury of the fea, will 
make little or no impreffion on this mound,^ 
which is defigncd to endure as long as the' 
fame of the Cardinal, it's author. 

From the northern point of the harbour, 
i^ a fine view of the three iflands, Re, OIcron> 
and Aix. It was on the former of thefc, that 
the duke of Buckingham landed, and, after his 
fruitlcfs attempt on the citadel of St. Martin, 

wa$ 
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m2S repolfed with the lofs of eigfit thoi^fiuadmen. 
This little i&nd, which is only fix leagues 
in lengthy is feparated from the sa^n land by 
a channel of three miles broad. iLcontains, 
I am ^(Ijaredy twenty tjiou^d inhabitants, 
an<| is better cultivated dian the fineft pro|- 
vince of iFiwce j while. 0)eron> which is 
more than dpi^le its fi»e, h^s not near that 
number of people^ and is neither In th^ fame 
ftate 0£ eultivatio/i or impcovement* This 
contraft is the refult of their difierent political 
immttnities^ the ifland of Re being free, and 
exempt fron^ all dut|ss pr 4a;KatiQn. 

Qn the fouth<^n fide oif the port ftands a con- 

. ventW Minims^ere£t^ byLpi^sthe thirteenth, 

.after the fiege in 1628, to pray for the fouls of 

ihofe who periflied before La Rochelle. Whea 

Charles the ninth began to inveft it in 1572,^ 

there were at that time, feventy-two thou- 

£md perfms in the city. In the fecond fiege,. 

they had dimini£bed to twenty-eight thou- 

fend ; and at prefent,, the inhabitants are only 

between Seventeen and e^teen thoufand ; o£ 

which fcarce two thoufand are Hugonots.— • 

Religious zeal and animofiity have entirely fub- 

. fided i, the citisena ^t eft^^ed to be as well 

D 5 atuched 
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attached to the crown as any in France ; and* 
Louis the fifteenth permitted the infcriptions 
engraved on copper, and affixed by Richlien 
on either fide the doors of the monaftery I 
mentioned, to be taken down a few years 
fince^ fblemnfy broken, and thrown into the 
fca.—— I purpoffe to leave RocheHe to-mor- 
row, and fiiaU take the road to Rochfort and 
Saintes. 

A gendeman with v^om I fupped laft nighty. 
plTured me that the family of d'Olbrntfe fliU 
'exifls, and that they refide near Chateautteuf 
upon the Gharente, in the province of Angou- 
mois. He added^that their circumflanees were 
narrow almoft to diftrefs. You will furelyrecot-^ 
]e&j that this houfe isaliied to the blood royal 
of England. George- William the kft duk^ 
of Zellj married Madiemoifelie d'Olbreufe, at 
Breda, about the middle of the laft century. 
They had only one- daughter^ the be^utifiil 
and unhappy Soj^ia^ fo well known for her 
confinement and' misfortunes, and mother tic»' 
his late majefly, George die fecond. 

The weathef here is the- moft ferene and 
delightful that can be imagined. The vintage 
is already begun robnd ifae city, and the pea« 
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fants are engaged in all that happy feftivity 
natural to the feafon and the employment. I 
Ihall have the pleafure of feeing this fcent 
continued to the foot of the Pyrenees, as they 
do not begin their vintage in Guyenne and 
Gafcony till the middle or end of Oftober. 

This is a long, hiftorical letter. It is 
time to finifh it, and fubfcribe myfelf, 
&c. &€• 
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Saintesj Sunday, September 34th, 1775. 

TH£ diftance from Rochelle to Rocbfoi:t 
is feven leagues, die firft four of which, 
are exceedingly pleafant, the road lyin^ along 
the fea-fhore, and in view 6f the iflands of Ole- 
ron and Aix, which appear at a fmall diftance* 
It is now almoft a century fince Louis the 
fourteenth conftru£ted Rochfort, and the city is 
built in the midft of marfhes, which were ex* 
prefsly drained for that piU'pofe. Colbert was 
then the firft minifter, and it is faid, lie ufed to 
call it " La Ville d'Or," from the prodigious 
fums his mafter had expended there. Time 
has however evinced the utility of the proje£t> 
and the port is become as neceflary and im- 
portant to the crown of France, as either 
Breft or Toulon, It is fituated on the river 
Charente, scbout five leagues from its mouth* 
I pafled feveral hours, on Friday morning, in 
the different magazines and dock-yards» 
Every thing appears to be under admirable 
regulation, and the feveral branches of naval 
equipment are carried on with the utmoil 
vigour and difpatch. A grand objed of at- 
tention 
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tention with the prefent miniftry feems to ht 
to reftore the navy, which was almoft totalljr 
deftroyed during the late war with England. 

The number of workmen commonly em» 
ployed at Rochfbrt, is about nine hundred, and 
to thefe are added fix hundred galley flaves^ 
'vriio are occupied in the moft painful and labo* 
rious branches of fcrvice.. They are chain«^ 
cd two and two with heavy fetters, cohftantff 
guarded^and confined in along buikKngereded 
for that purpofe in the center of the yard. Som^ 
of thefe wretches are thus detained for a temt 
of years ; others during life. The precaudon» 
ufed to prevent their efcajJe are excellent,, and 
improved on continually by experience— yel^ 
in fpite of every obftacle,, they are continually 
eluded. 

The armoury, the rope<-walks, the ftoro* 
houfes of every kind, are all in the beft oiSfcr^ 
and kept with prodigious neatnefe. Louis the 
fourteenth fortified the city at the twne he con* 
ftrufted it j tut its fituation, at fo confiderabfe 
a diftance from the fea, renders it fiifficiently 
fecure from any attack, and they have there- 
fore lately clofed up the battlements, and ne- 
glefted the fortifications. It is laid out with 
\0 great 
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great beauty and el^ance. The ftreets are 
all very broad and ftralt, extending through 
the whole place from fide to fide; but the 
4Hiilding& do not correfpond with them in 
this refpedt, as they are moftly low and 
irregular. 

. The province of Saintonge, of which this 
city is the capital, begins at afmall diftance from 
Rocbfort : The antiquities which Saintes ftill 
contains^ have chiefly detained, me here fmce 
^fterday morning. It was a Roman colony, 
.a^d tbofe conquerors of the earth, who poliih- 
ed the nations :they fubdued^ havejeft behind 
itbem the traces of their magnificence. In 
^ hollow, valley between two mountains, and 
almoft adjoining to one of the fuburbs, are 
the ruins of the amphitheatre, l^ho' now in 
thelaft ftage of decay,.its appearance is auguft 
and venerable. In fome parts, fcarce any of 
the arches are to be feen ; but the eaft end is 
ftill in a great degree of prefervation. From its 
fituation in a valley j^^ and from the ruins of an 
aquedn£fc. which conveyed .water to the. town 
from near three leagues diftance, , it has been . 
.fuppofed that Naumachise.werereprefented in 
it^ but this amounts only to conjecture. A tri- 

umphat 
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mmpttal afch, on wMcb is an ihicription in 
Roman letters, merits likewise attention. It 
was ereded to Germanicus^ on the news of 
tus deaths fo univeifally lamented throughout 
the empire. 

The river Charentc furrounds this city, m 
the Severn does that of Shrewfbury^ describing 
the form of a horfe^flioe. I have been walki- 
ing in the beautiful meadows which border 
tipon it, and from whence the buildings of the 
town have a fine dkSt* Tbo' the'Charente 
cannot compare with the Loire orthe'Rh^sne 
in fize and depth, yet dieia<dioas which bavie 
been peffcMtned on- its banks in difterent ages, 
wHl render it ioimortal in hiftory. At Tmlle- 
bourg, only fix miles from hence^ and. nearer 
to its mouthj was fought the battle between 
Henry' the tbirdt of England and St. Louif , 
where the latt^ was coaqueror,.and in which, 
he gave proofs of undaunted prowefs and iiK 
trepidity, by defending. almoft alone, the paC- 
£ige (^ a' bridge againft the whole Engliih 
army,- during fome mimiees. Francis the 
iirft,.one of the moft amiable and acoomplifbK 
•d princes who ever reigned in France, wa3 
bonkin 14940 at Cognac, only feven leagues 

higher 



6^ A T O U R 

kigher up on the Cba^eate^ Twp Mi^«K^ 
{iieyoiid Qognac^ ^ill nearer its fource, is tbe 
|am€>us pWft of J^nac^ where the H^^gcnots 
.were beat in 1569 by the duke of Anjou, afterr 
wards Henry the third ; and where the great 
Xrouis, iirfl prince of Conde wfls aflaffinated by 
Montef<{uioiu I am told that the prefei^i Oouiit 
4e Jarnac has caulbd a mpoCtment to b^^r^dkfl 
within diefe few years .^vcr the fpot where pe- 
riihed that unhappy prince. I i«|tended to have- 
gone, along the banks of the Charente» through 
bodi thefe' Jaft-joacgattoned places, to^ Angou- 
Mme'y b«t the difficulties are almoft infuper- 
aUe, as there is no poft road yet eft^bli&ed.; 
.and I therefore purfue the ftrait route to Bouc- 
ficBuXj through Pons and.Blaye. 

Except the remains of Roman grandeur yet 
.vifible at Saintes, the pbic^ contains very 
little to detain or ainufe a traveUet. It is 
bttik with great in!^ulartty; the.ftreets are 
narrow and winding, the houfes mean, and 
almoft all of diem are fome centuries old. 
The cathedral has been repeatedly defaced and 
•4eftroyed by Normans and Hugonots, whp 
made war alike on every .monument of art- ^r 
piety* One tower only eCcaped their nigr, 

which 
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which is faid to have been built as early as 
the year eight hundred, by Charlemagne. It 
is of an enormous magnitude, both as to 
heighth and circumfefence. Thefe circumt 
fiances have probably, conduced mor^ toict 
preferva'tioa during the fury t^f war, than any^ 
veneration for the memory of its founder, or 
for the fandlity of its inftitution. 
. The Reformed Religion feems hi on the 
decline ii^ dits province^ where ancietitly it 
bad ^ined fo majriy . votafcies. . There is • ohlyi 
one Proteftant familyi. as I am. afilired, : ta* 
Saintes : the re«fiin is evident ;-*the fervooTK 
pfdieYodony MNirm and animated in the.faeMi 
ginntngi. ve jumriihed by perfecution^ but 
uiAappily become languid and cxttnft in at» 
age of n^ore mild and tolerating, principles.: 
Intereft is ever prefent, ever intimately felt by 
mankinds The SftaUiflied Religion bxMi 
out office and honours ; Protieftantlfm is bar<«( 
ren: Her rewards are in another world. Can 
you wonder tii^t it lofes gl-ound contintially ^ 
Adictt I . 

Your*s, ice. j&c.i 



BourdeauK^ 
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Bourdeaux, Friday, 7th 0£^ober> 1775* 

I Continued my journey from Saintes laft 
Sunday fennight, and flept at Pons^ a fmall 
town agreeably fituated on a mouRtain^ Near 
the iummit, in the centre of the place, is an an* 
cient caftle belonging to the Prince de Marfan) 
which commands an extenfive and luxuriant 
prolpeA of the vales of Saintonger and Angou- 
mois ooyered with vines, and watered by two 
or three fine rivulets which lofe themfelves, 
after many windings, in the Charente. IL 
•ntered the province of Guyennc the next day, 
and arrived at Blaye, on the northern bank 
of the Garonne, on Tuefday morning. I put 
my carriage into a boat, and came up to this 
city by water; a diftance of about feven 
kagues. At Blayc, the river is above four 
miles in breadth, but it diminiihes infenfibly 
as one approaches fiourdeaux« Nearly half 
way between the two placer, is the mouth 
of the river Dordogn^, which after runnings 
through ^the Limofin and Perigord, empties 
itfelf into the Garonne. The profpeft at the 
conflux of ttefe two ftrcams, is wonderfully 

pidurefque*. 
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pidurefque. It is more cultivated and plea- 
fing, tho' lefs fublime and magnificent^ 
than that at the jundion of the Viftula and 
the Nogat, near Marienbourg in Poliih 
Pruffia. 

Ourpaflagc from Bhye was long, and the " 
fun was fetting as we turned round a point 
of land, which opened to us the city of 
Bourdeaux at the diftance of three miles. 
The effcA on the fpe£tator is exceedingly" 
ftriking. It defcribes the figure of a crefcent 
more than a league in length, the buildings 
of which near the water-fide are all modern, 
lofty, and very elegant. I have feen no pro£* 
pe£t fo fijperb in Europe,' except the view_of 
Lifbon from the tower of Belem on the river 
Tigus,' wfiich tho* more irregular from the 
nature of Its. fituation, is perhaps fuperior in 
magnificence. 

The favourable impreffion which Bour^- 
deaux eannot fail to make on a ftranger at 
his firft arrival, is wcil confirmed by a refi- 
dence in it. Pleafure feems to haVe as many 
votaries here as commerce ; luxury and in- 
duftry reign within the fame walls, and that 
in the moft cxtenfive degree. The' air of 

courta 
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courts is ever efFeminate, (educing, and volup- 
tuous* Commercial cities are ufually i^arked 
by oppofite manners, and the love of gain, 
powerful in its influence . over the bun^an 
heart, generally obfcures and abforbs the 
fofter paflions. Here, however, thefe. rules 
are by no means verified. Luxury and difli* 
pation are more openly patroni:&ed, and have 
made a more univerfal cpnqueft, than in half 
the capitals of Europe. At Stockholm, fcarcp 
|he fliado.w ojf.them is perceivable. Neitheir 
Cppenhagfi^ nor Bt. Peterfburgh ar^, yet ad-? 
vanced tq^th^ t^n^^ point .of excefsj^ tbo' aide(| 
ty the prefence of their (byereigns,; and th^ 
^leafupT^s which naturally follow in t^eir train. 
Jtambufgh, tbo- perhaps equal in fi^e, pof^ 
fef§'d of as much commerce, ao4 -.as nxuch 
opulence as BiaurdeauXp, betrajts na e^rnal 
marks of diflblute ihanners, and puiiiihes tbem 
with «xtremjp. feyerity. It is natural to feek 
for the reafon .of this e:^traor(linary contra!):. 
We (hall find, it, I apprehend, chiefly in 
the geniiis of. the French nation, and ii> 
the fpirit of the government;, which rather 
encourages than reprefles. luxury ampng all 
Tanks of people. Superftition, the ^only en- 
gine capable of oppofing the torrent, has 

ceafed 
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. ceifijd in Fnmce, where the Virgin is held in 
as litfle effimation as among us.-^Diveft 
mankind of the influence which religion^ in- 
tereft, and decorum have over them, what re- 
Rraint can be affixed to the gratification of 
their pailions .^ 

The ancient city oT Bourdeaux, tho* con- 
fiderable in point of fize, was, (what indeed 
every other city in Europe was at the acceffion 
of Louis the fourteenth,) ill built, badly paved^ 
(Iangerous,wIthout police or any of thofe muni* 
cipal regulations indifpenikblyrequifitetO' ren- 
der a city fplendid or elegant* It has entirely 
changed its appearance within thefe laft thirty 
years. The public edifices are very noble, 
and all the ftrcets newly built, are regular and 
handfome. I am never tired of walking on 
the banks of the Garonne. The quays are 
four miles in length, and the river itfelf is 
confiderably broader than the Thames at 
London bridge. On the oppofite fide, a 
range of hills, covered with woods, vine- 
yards, churches and villas, extends beyond 
the view. 

* Almoft in the center of the town. Is a fine 
equeftrian fiatue in bronze erected to 'the late 

king 



70 A TOUR;, 

king m 1743. It is- very rarely; - that , I ^ol 
much aiFeded by the infcrrptions un4er the 
figures of princes, which ufually contain, only 
a detail of virtues and qualities they never 
poilefled^ but there is fon^ethin^ in this, b 
pathetic^ fo fimple, and fo much addreiled to 
the heart, that I hav^ retailed .it in my me- 
mary. , 

** Ludovico quiBdecimo, 
<' S«pe vi£lori, femper pacificatori j ' . 
^ Suos omnes^ quam late regnuoi patet 

" Patcrno pcftore gerenti j 
<* 'Stioi-um in animis pcnitus habitantu*' 

The beauty of the river Garonne, and the 
fertility of the adjoining country, were pro- 
bably the caufes which induced the Romans 
to^lay the foundations of this city. The ruins 
of a .very large amphitheatre yet remain, con-: 
ftrufled im(^er the emperor Gallienus ; it is of 
brick, asaremoftof the edifices of that pe- 
riod, when the empire was verging to its fall, 
and the arts began rapidly to decline* 

During the irruptipns* of the barbarous na- 
tions, and peculiarly in thofe which the Nor« 
m^s repeatedjy made, Bourdeaux wa^ ra- 
ifagedj burnt, and ^dmoft entirely defi;royed« 

7 ■ ' It 
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It only began to recover again under Henry 
the fecond of England, >Arho having united it 
to the crown by his marriage with Eleanor 
of Aquitaine, rebuilt it, and made it a prin- 
cipal obje<Sl of his policy, to reftorc the .city 
again to the luftre from which it had fallen. , 
The Black Prince received all CJuyenno, 
Gafcqny^ and many inferior provinces in 
full fovereignty from his father .Edward the 
third ; he brought his royal captive, John 
King of France, to this <:ity, after the battle 
of Poitiers in 1356; and held his court and 
jrefidence here during eleven years. His ex- 
ited character, bis uninterrupted feries of good 
fortune^ his vidories, his modefty, his affabi- 
lity, and his munificence, drew ftrangers to 
Bourdeaux from every part of Europe ^ but 
all this fplendour foon dlfappeared. He lived to 
ejQ>erience the ingratitude of Pedro the Cruel^ 
to whomhe had reftored the kingdom of 
Caftilc ; he .became a prey to diftempers in the 
vigour of life ; he faw his dominions reunijted 
again in many of their branches, to the crown 
of France, by Charles the fifth 3 heloil his 
eldeft.fon, Edward, a prince of (hehighefl eac- 
|>e6lationfi,3 a^d at length, overcome with for* 

row 
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row at this laft affliction, he quitted Bour* 
deaux, and re-embarked for England, there 
to expire, a memorable example of the hafty 
revolution of human greatnefs ! In 1453^ 
Charles the fcventh, king of France, re- 
entered the city, and fubjed^^d the whole 
province of Guyenne, which had been near 
three centuries under the Engflfli governments 
Confcious of the importance of fuch a con- 
queft, he ordered the •* Chateau Trom- 
** pette** to be built to defend the paf&ge of 
the river, and Louis the fourteenth afterwards 
employed the celebrated Vauban to ereft a 
new fortrefs, in the modern ftyle of military 
architefturc, on the fame fpot. — Madame de 
Maintenon, whom fortune feemed to have 
chofen as the objeft of her extremeft rigour, 
and extremeft bounty, was removed from 
the prifons of Niort in Poiftou where flie 
was born, with her father the Baron d'Au- 
bigne, to this caftle, where fhe ufed to play 
with the daughter of the turnkey^ in the 
greateft indigence. 

Bburdeaux prefents few remains of anti* 
quity. The cathedral appears tb be very old, 
and has fuffered confiderably from die tSe&s 

of 
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of dme. The unfortunate duke of Guyenne, 
brother to Louis the eleventh, who was pcM- 
foaed in 14739 lies buried before the high 
altar. — The adjacent country, more peculiar- 
ly the ^* Pays de Medoc,'' which produces 
the fineft clarets, is exceedingly pleafant^ 
tnd at this ieafon when the peafants are all 
en^iged in the vintage, forms one of the 
moft delicious landfcapes in the world* My 
iby here will probably be fome days longer^ 
Meanwhile I remain, &C 
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Aufch in Armtgnac, 
Saturday, 14th Oftober, tyys^ 

I LEFT Bourdeaux laft Tudday mormng, 
and taking the road to Agen^, along* the 
Ibathern bank of die Garonne* I crofliid that 
river at Langon, a little town pleafandy fituat* 
cd on its banks, and flopped in the evening at 
Xa Reole. It wa$ my intention to have pro* 
ceeded farther, but the landlady was too elo- 
quent : Ihe offered to fend her litde boy who 
would conduft me over the ruins of the caftle, 
while fhe herfelf prepared a brace of partridges, 
and the fineft defert in the world, againft my 
return. I fuffered myfelf to be perfuaded, 
and walked out while fupper was getting 
ready. The fun had fet, but the fky was with- 
out a cloud, and the air perfcdUy ferene. The 
caftle of La Reole overhangs the waters of the 
Garonne, and is refleded in its furface ; time 
has crumbled many of the battlements into 
ruin, but enough yet remains to fhew its for-> 
mer fplendor.- Catherine of Medicis reCded in 
it fome time, during one of the journies which 
Ihc made into the fouthern provinces ^ and, 
* Henry 
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Henry the fourth, then only king of Navarre^ 
had here an interview with her^ at which he 
fell in love with the beautiful Mademoilellc 
d'Ayelle, one of her maids of honour. 

I dined the enfuing day at Aiguillon. On 
the hill above the town, ftands the chateau of 
the celebrated duke d'Aiguilloq, who has lived 
td experience the moft feverc reverfe of for- 
tune ;. ana after having been the minifter and 
the favourite of Louis the fifteenth, is now 
ientenced to pafs the remainder of his days, an 
exile in his own houfe, deprived of power, and 
unaccompanied even with that compafllon 
which often waits on illuftrious perfons in dif« 
grace. He has been already here fome months ; 
happy, if the royal difpleafure purfue him no 
farther, and if the ftorics of a Fouquet or a 
Marechal d'Ancre are not again renewed in 
him. 

I reached Agen in the afternoon. The 
country through which I palled from Langoa 
where I crofled the Garonne, to the gates of 
that city^ is fertile beyond any I have feen ia 
Europe. The hills are all covered with vine- 
ya^-ds to the fummit, and the vallics fcarcs 
require the induftry of the psafants to produc^ 
Et 'in 
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in plenty whatever is necef&ry for their fub- 
iiftence. The climate at this feafon is deli- 
cious ; ^nd no marks of winter appear in any, 
of the produftions of nature. Cherry trees, 
figs, acacias, poplars, and elms, are in full 
verdure. ; in many places, where they l>order 
on the fide of the road, the vines have run iy>, 
and mixed their cluflers among th^- boughs : 
this is truly beautiful, and pidhirefque. Mil- 
ton, in his divine flights of imagihatioR could 
employ our firfl' parents in no more delight»- 
ful occupation, even in Paradife.— — 

" Orthcy led the vine 
« To wed her elms flie. round about him throws 
*< Her marriageable arms } and with her brings 
<< Her dower> th* adopted clufters, to adom 
<• His barren leaves." 

In the midfl of this charming country, in a 
plain, dofe to die 'Garonne, flands the city 
of Agen. Behind it, to the north, rifes a 
very high bill, called «« Le Rocher de la belle 
** Vue.'* I went up to the fummit^ on which 
there is a convent. The chapel, and Tome of 
the adjoining cells are hollowed out of the 
rock. It is faid that thefe apartments are 

very 
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very ancient, and were made many centi\ries 
ago by hermits, who retired thither from mo- 
tives of devotion and aufterity. The profpeiSl 
is beautiful, commanding over the ^' Condo<»r 
** mois, Agenots, and Armagnac ;'' beneath^ 
lies the city of A gen, and through the meadowa 
which forround it, rolI$ the Garonne. One 
of the monks ihewed me the apartments of 
the convent j and in the recefles of the rock 
^ fed me to a fpring which is. never dry, and 
which he aflured me had been opened by 
miracle, at the interceffion of fome holy re* 
clufe in ages paft^^ Their little refeSory was 
hung with portraits of the fame monafitc 
heroes, taiong which was St. William duke 
of Aquitaine ; and at the upper end, in golden 
letters, was written ** Silentium." 

Agen is a very mean and dilagreeable place : 
the houfes are ill built, the ftreets narrow, 
crooked, and dirty. I faw only one build- 
ing in it, which appeared to me deferving 
of notice. It is a. chapel belonging to a 
nunnery of Carmelites. The walls are ex- 
^ifitelyi painted in Chiaro Ofcuro, and the 
deception of the roof, wl)ich is executed in 
the fame manner, is admirable. The high 
£ 3 altar 
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altar is magnificent, and adorned with a piece of 
paintijig, the fubjed of which is very inter- 
eftmg. It IS a nun, finking under the tranf- 
ports of holy contemplation. She appears as 
if mcapabie of fupporting the divine effulgence 
«f her celeftial lover, with eyes half clofed, 
and arms expanded* Above, defcends a radi- 
ant figure, with looks of tendernefs and 
pleafuxe, furrounded with the glories of the 
fties, too ftrong for mortal fight. If it had 
not been a religious edifice, I (hould hat9 fiip« 
pofed it to be the ftory of Jupiter and Semeldj 
to wliicti it bears the moft apt reiemblancc; 
Near the piece is this infcription. • 

** Quid son epnatur Amor I 

*< .Ccelos in Tesris a4umbraf« 

<* Caoacii Fili^e tent^ruxit^ 

** Aono fsUutift 



Surely, you mu& here be flru^k with ditf 
juftice of a remark which we have often^ade 
togetbcr, on the intimate alitance hetw^n 
love and devotion,- when carried to an eKcefW 
The fame endiufiafm, the fame melting lan- 
guage, the fame overpowering ddights, are 

common 
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common to both paffions. Love, fays Rouffeau, 
in the extreme, boirows the language of De^ 
votion ; and Devotion, in her flights, adopts 
the expreffions of attachment and fondnefs. • 
We are ukd to apprehend the condition of 
a young woman who has taken the veil to . 
he very miferable. Where convenience, or 
chagrin, or melancholy, ar^ the motives to 
this a£kof fidf-dedtcation, I fully concur in that 
opinion; but there are women, I doubt, not^ 
Wfaoin tlie^g^oom^f a con\mit, amid Ihrmes 
ani'crttdfeaijaneyetAipreiiidyi^ap]^. M»> 
ried to a heaveidy fpoufe^ and dedicated to the 
embi^K:es^of a fiiperior and inviUbie beings £n- 
^fi^fyk haa ampfe room to exert he^ powers, 
and r^e her f otary above line poor gratifi*- 
cations of osu-tb* 

** To fouadt of heavenly harp9 ihe dies away^ . . 
«* And meks in vifioas of etenial day.'* 

But I return—— 

Agen has anciently been fortified, and riife 
Gothic battlements and turrets yet remain al- 
moft entire round the whole place. Marga- 
ret of Valois, daughter of Henry the fecond of 
France, and wife to Henry the fourth, fo 
£ 4 renowned 
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xttiovmed far her genius,, her ady«ntures, tni 
her gallantries^ kept her little court feme 
time at this city, during the civil wars which 
defelated France, and the quarrels which Tub* 
^fted between her huiband and brothers*— 
The Agenois was part of that fine domain, 
which by the peace of Bretigni'in 1360, 
was ceded to the crown of England, and 
conftkutcd part of the territories governed by 
Edward,, the Black Prince. It followed the 
fiite of Guyenne under Charles the feventh, 
y/Ao re'^onquertd it, and for ever le-annexed 
it tO' the dominions of France. 

I continued my journey from Agen on 
Thurfday evening,, and atLayrac I once more 
crofled the Garonne.. The paflage is diffi- 
culty and ibmetimes dangerou3> the river be« 
ing very rapid, and running between high 
banks*— «-- 1 ftopt a few hours yefterday mom« 
ing at the city of Leytoure. As it is fitir-* 
ated on a mountain, the fides of which are 
vcrf fteep^ I left my carriage below, and 
walked up alone. Here, from the fummit, 
I had the firft view of the Pyrenees, at the 
diftanCe of ninety miles $ their heads loft 
in clouds, and covered with eternal fiiow. 

While 
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While I ftood gazing on thefe ftupendous 
in<mntatnsy..a^entleniait very, politely accoft«t 
ed me^.and obferving tbat I was a ftranger, 
offisred me his iervices to fhew me whatever- 
objeS^of curiofity the city contained. 

"•This place," faid. he,," was a Roman' 
'^ colony, and caUed' by them JycAoutz. 
^< Many antiquities have been difcovered 
'^ here:; and a beautiful fountain, which* 
*^' brings from the fide of the hill near the' 
<*:epiibopal palace, is declared by inmiemo- 
<^:rial tradition to have been confecrated to' 
^ Diana, who hada temple near tthefpot. In- 
'^ iiicceedoig ages, .Leytouie belonged to^the 
*^' Counts of Armagnacy who were great 
^* vaflalsof the crown of. France, and fovc- 
*^ reigns in their own territories. The laft* 
" of thefe 'princes,. Joha the fifth, was put 
*• to death in this city; His hiftory was very 
^'fingukr. He began his.reiga. in 1450. 
^* The youngeft jof his fiflers, IfabeUa, .was a 
^ princefs of uncommon beauty aml'^ccom* 
*^ pliihments; the Count conceived a paffion 
•* for her, and, unable to reprefs or< extin- 
<* guiih it, he determined, in defiance of 
" every obftacle, to make her his wife. .He 
E 5. " married 
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** married her publicly; but the reigning Pope, 

** offended at (o inceftuous a ti|ii<»i» it-^ 

■< nounced againft him a fentence of excom« 

<< munication ; and Charles the fevendi, king 

•• of France, prepared to enforce it by die in- 

^ ftantfeisure of his dominions. Hefentihc 

*^ Daujdiin, afterwards Louis the eleventh, 

<* into Armagnac, at the head of a body of 

^ forces. The Count, abandoned by his 

^ fubjeds, and incapable of refiftanoe, Ad 

<f tcr Fontarabia, carrying with him hb be« 

^ loved fifter. Having, however, at the inter- 

^ Ceffion of the Count de Foik, obt;aiiied biW 

^ pardon, and the xeftoration of his pofleffions, 

^ he returned tp Lejrtoure, leaving tte beau- 

^< tiful and tinhaiq)y Ifebel in ^patn, where 

^^ £he died in the utmoft obfcurity.-^Louis the 

♦* eleventh, lefs generous and merci&l Aan his 

, ^ father, afterwards determined on the Count's 

^f deftru£Uon, from die defire of uniting (b 

<' ample a fieftQ the crown of France. Hede- 

** clared war againft John, and in 1473, arf 

^ army under the command of Peter de Beau- 

<* jeu his fon-in-law, vras fent into Armagnac. 

** John the fiftl^retired to Lcytoure, in which 

•« placehewasinveftcd. He capitulated dnvery 

" honourable 
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f< honoui^ble terms, and oA the moft fokmfi 
^ aflurances of being continOed in the poflef- 
<< lion o£ his doininions.~But while the 
«« treaty was on the point df being figned, 
<^ and the Count, confiding- in the honour 
<< of the king, temitted his ufual vigilance^, 
*< the fiAliers broke into the town, and he wa^ 
*^ bimfelf murdered in his own palace. Loui^ 
^ immediately feized on his poileffions, as 
♦« efcheated to Ae crown.V. 

I liftened to this afiPe^ng ftory with great 
attention. When the gentleman had con- 
cluded it, he conduced me to the brow of 
the mountain, where are fltilthe remains of 
acaftie. " In this fortrefs," faid'he (rehcw*. 
ing his difcourfe) " the noble and ufifortu- 
" nate Marechal de Montmorenci, (grandfoii 
"""to die famous conftable of France of the 
^* fame name,) was confined, after the battle 
^* of Caftebiaudari, in 1632. So amiable 
•* was his chara<Ster/ fo general was the at- 
^ tachment borne to him, and ib detefted 
** was the Cardinal de Richlieu his enemy, 
^^ that the ladies of the place attempted by a 
** ilratagem to procure him his liberty. They 
** fent him, as a prefent, a large pye, in 
E 6 " which 
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*' which was concealed a fdken ladder of ropen 
** He loft no ttme in endcavourii^ to avaH 
*^ himfelf of this infttumejit for 'his cfcape, 
*^ and having fixed it the fame evening, to the 
^^ window of his s^artment^ he ordered his 
** valet to. deficend firft, with intent to follow 
^' him ; but the fervant having unfortunately 
'* milled his hold,, fell,, and in the £all broke 
^< bisthigh.^ The cenlinels, alarmed at his 
*^ cries, ran to the.fpot,. and intercepted the 
'< Marechal, who was ibon after conducted to 
1< Touloufe, anj there put ta death," 

My polite conduftor quitted me, and I con* 
tinned my walk alone^ Leytoure occupies a 
level fpace of more than half a mile in circum* 
ference, on the iummit of a mountain. The 
fortifications in many parts ar&yet entire, and 
the fituation, admirably calculated for defence^ 
was probably the motive which induced the 
Romans there to<oonftru£t a city.. 

I left Leytoure at noon,, and arrived here 
laft night, the diftance. being only five-and^ 
twenty miles. This place i$ the. capital of 
Armagnac, and like Leytoure, it lies on the 
fummit and declivity of a very fteep hill) 
.ivbich is furrounded by other hills that rife 
7 at 
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at a faiall diftance. Through the vak be* 
low runs a rivulet^ called the Gers. ^ The 
inh^itants of Aufch. are about fix thou^ 
bndy, the buildings modem and elegant ^ 
the ftreets,, tho' in general narrow, jet arc 
clean,, and well saved. In the center of the 
city ftands the cathedral, which is one of the 
moft magnificent, in France,, both as to its 
conftrudtion, and the- internal decorations^ 
The painted windoyrs are only inferior to 
thofe of Gouda in Holland*. The chapels are 
of equal beauty, and ornamented at a pro^ 
digious expence. 

The- revenues of the fee.of Aui(ji,.which i$ 
archlepifcopal, amount annually to three hun« 
dred thoufand livres. The. palace coricfpondf 
mththefe ample pofleffions^and is a very hand-r 
fome building*. The. apartments are furnifh-^ 
ed with, a voluptuous fplendour, rather be-^ 
coming, a. temporal than a fpiritual prince ^ 
and in the chamber, where the. archbi£hop 
himTelf fleeps, I. could not. help fmilmg at a 
number of holy relics,, which he has difpofed 
round a bed, on which Heliogabalus might 
have repofed. The library is veryample, and 
adorned, with, fbme portraits^ Among thefe, 
a fine head of the Cardinal de Polignac, who 

was 
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was archbifho^ of Aufch, drew my attention* 
There is infinite genius marked in the coun- 
tenance. A pale fece j the contour, oval ; an 
aquiline nofe, and an eye looking forward 
into futurity. Over his fcarlet robe hangs the 
crofs of the Holy Ghoft, on his breaft. He 
was one of die many fublime fpirits who wiH 
for ever immortalixe. the age of Louis the 
fourteenth. 

The country through which I have pafied 
tothefoudi of the Garonne, is much more 
hilly, or rather mountainous, than that on the 
northern fide of the river. It is not, how- 
ever, lefs fertile or agreeable. Tho** I am 
afitired that every article of life is more than 
doubled in price widiin diefe laft ten years, 
yet* this province is ftill accounted one of riie 
cheapeft in the kingdom. The common wine 
of Armagnac is at prefent only five farthings 
a bottle : hares, partridges, and every kind 
of game, are found in vaft abundance. Add 
to thefe advantages, a happy dimate, and a 
people polite and gay from natural difpofition, 
and you will allow that a man muft be very 
fplenetic, who would die here of ennui. 

To-ntorrow I continue my journey to 
Tarbes, and Pau in Bearn. 

Orthcs 
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Ortliez in Beam, 
Saturdajr^ ftiftOdober, 1775« 

ARMAGNACis a hilly and ro- 
mantic country, abounding in beauti-' 
fill prdipefts,' whete rudencfs ' and cultiva- 
tion are finely blended. At Rabafteins, a 
litfle town, I entered the province of fiigorre, 
and got the fame (Evening to Tarbes, which 
is the capital. My iiiteation was to have 
vifited Barege, fo faAious for its medicinal 
baths ; but its fituatloii in the midft of the 
Pyrenees, where the winter has already begun, 
and which are covered at this time with fhow,. 
has indtited me to relinquifh my defign. I 
flayed a day at Bagneres de Bigorre, a place 
hardly Icfs celebrated than Barege. It is only 
about twelve miles diftant from Tarbes, and 
the road lies through a rich vale, at the end 
of which, immediately under the Pyrenean 
mountains, fEands the town. It has beca 
crowded with company during the fummer, 
who are now forfaking it. Nothing can 
exceed the environs of Bagneres in beauty. 
Even at this advanced feafon, when nature is 

3 ^^ 
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•n her decline, and the leaves begin to take tfie 
hue of autumn, the country yet retains a thou-* 
&nd charms. The Pyrenees, which rife above 
the town, and'whofe craggy fummits are loft 
in clouds, form an objed the moft magnkic^t 
that can be imagined y wl^ile ofi ^the oAer 
fide apgear fertile valliea covered with vines,, 
and interfperied *with hamlets. There ^e. 
many fprings near Bagneres^ both warm and: 
cold, which ifiue put of the mountains,, and. 
are of different virtues.. Thoie called <' Les: 
^ bains de falut," are the principal ; they are. 
about half a mile from the town, and the walk. 
to them,, between^the hills, is equally agree-* 
able and romantic. 

I cannot help rcjgrctting that the year is toa 
hx advanced to .permit me to pais fome weeks, 
among the Pyrenees, An admirer of naturet 
muft find ample fubjedfclbr.reflcdiion, and the, 
greateft fources of entertainment amidft the. 
extraordinary fcenQ$ which prefent them-« 
felves in this., chain of rocks, ftretching .from 
the Atlantic to the Mediterranean.. They^ 
feem as if defigned to form a. barrier be-? 
tween France and Spain, which, no union of 
blood or policy can ever eiFeftually furmount^. 

not- 
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Motwithftanding the celebrated words of Louis 
the fourteenth to his grandfon Philip, when 
ready to fet out for Madrid—*^* Mon fils, il 
" n'y a plus des Pyrenees.** 

I left Tarbes on Wednefday lafl, and got to 
Pau in fix hours, the diilance not exceeding 
thirty miles. The province of Bearn begins 
about a league from Tarbes, at the afcent of 
a very fteep and lofty mountain, which divides 
it from Bigorre. The city of Pau will be 
ibr ever memorable in hiftory, fince it waa 
the birth-place of Henry the fourth. That 
immortal prince was born in the caftle, then the 
ufual refidence of the kings of Navarre. You 
will not doubt that I vifited it with equal 
pleafure and attention. It ftands on one of 
the moft romantic and finguhr fpots I have 
ever ieen, at the weft end of the town, upon 
the brow of a rock which terminates perpen-i 
dicularly. Below, runs the Gave, a river^ 
or rather a torrent, which riles in the Py- 
renees, and empties itfelf into the Adour. 
On the other fide, about two miles off, is a 
ridge of bills, covered with vineyards,^ which 
produce the famous " Vin de Joren^on," 
fo much admired i and beyond all,, at the 

distance 
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diftance of nine leagues, appear the Pyrenees 
themfelves, covering the horizon from eaft to 
weft, and bounding the profpeft. The caftle, 
tho* now in ^ ftate of decay, is ftill habita- 
ble ; and the apartments are hung with tapef- 
try, faid to be the work of Jane queen of 
Navarre, and mother of Henry the fourth* 
Gaftgn the fourth, Count deFoix, who mar- 
ried Leonora, helrefs of the crown of Navarre, 
began the edifice in 1464 s hut his fuccellbr^ 
Henry d'Albret compleated and enlafrged it, 
about t}ie year I5i9» when he made choice of 
the city of Pau for his refidence, ^d wherei 
during tlie remainder of his feign, he held his 
Jittle court* . 

In a chamher, which by its fize was for- 
merly a room of ftate, is a fine whole length 
portrait of that Jane, Queen of NaVarre, 
whom I have juft. mentioned.* Her drefs iS 
Very fplendid,. and refembles thofe in which 
• our Elizabeth is ufually painted. Her head- 
drefs is adorned with pearls j round her neck 
flie wears a ruff"; and her arms, which are 
likewife covered with pearls, are concealed 
by her habit, quite down to the wrift. At 
her waift bangs by a chain a miniatiu-c pof • 

Uait* 
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trait. The fingers 6f her right hand pUy on 
the ffrings df *a guittar ; ^and in her left (he 
holds an embroidered handkerchief^ The 
painter has/drawn her as young, yfet nor in 
the firft 'bloom of yOiieh. - Hfer fe^dres'ar^ 
regular, 'hfet countenance' thirt, 'brat* rather 
inclining to long ; the eyes hazel,* iand the 
eye-brows finely arched. Her nofe is well 
formed^ ;tho* lar^e, irtd her mouth pretty; 
She was )i gfeftt prince/s, of high fpirk, and 
imdatuited magnaniiiiity;' tfer fnemory i^ 
hot tevettdhj thelFtonch hiftorfans,* tecaufe . 
fixe was/rte^proteftfefe of ttie Hugonots, and 
the friend of Coligni ; but tht tt^ons of her 
Kfe evince her diftfnguiflied merit, ' 

In on^ ;6f the adjbining chartfeeite^ i^ ano- 
ther p«ftait of Henry the fouith iLimfefiv 
When a -fay'; and oh the fecohd flo6r is the 
apartm«rt in which ht was born. The par- 
tictdar&ofhisWrtli are in themfdvesfo curious^ 
and as relating to fo great and good a prince, 
are fo pecuKwly Interefting, that. I doubt not 
you wSl forgive my enAmei-ating^them, eveii 
fho* ycfu fhould have? feeri- them elfewhere.— 
His mother Jane liad' already -toft two fonsi 
the duke de Beaumont, and the count de 

Marie. 
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Marie. Henry d* Albrec^ her fadier, aiuMusr- 
to fee an heir to his dominions, enj^oined her, 
(when flie accompanied her huftantf Anthony 
of Bourbon to the wars of Picardy, againft Ac 
Spaniards )y if ihe proved with child^ to return 
to Pau, and to lie-in there^ as he would himfelf 
fuperintend the education of the infant, .from 
Ae moment of its birth» He threatened to 
difinherit her,, if ihe ^led to comply with 
this. injunAion.. The prin^eft^ in obedience 
to the king's command, being in the ninth 
month of her pregnancy, <piitted Compiegne 
in the end of November, traverfed all Fiance 
in fifteen days, and arrived at Pau,,. where (he 
was delivered of a fon on the thirteenth De« 
cember^ ^553* ^^^ had always been defirous 
to fee her father's w^l,, which he ke^t in a 
golden box I, and he promifed tp fheW it to 
her, provided fhe admitted of his being prefent 
at her delivery, and would, Anik^ the pains of 
her labour, fing a fong in the Bearnois Ian* 
gusige« Jane had courage enough to perform 
this unufual,. requeft ; , and the l^ng being 
called on the firft n^ws of l\er.iUne(i,,flie im- 
mediately fung. a Bearnois fong, beginning, 
<^ Notre Dame du bout, du fontp aidez moi 
^ *« Cft 
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•**-cnjcette.heiire.**— *As fhe finiflied it. Hear jr 
m^s born. The king inftgndy perfonn«d his 
promifey by giving'her the box, together with 
a golden chain, which he tyed about her 
neck;, and taking the. infant into his own 
apartment, began by making him fwallow 
fome drops of wine, and rubbing his lips with 
a root of garlic. The manner of his being 
brought up was fimilar, and in a prince al* 
moft unexampled. He was fent to the caftle 
of Coarace in Bearn, where, without any 
jegard to his quality, he ufed to run about 
widi the children of the neighbouring peafants, 
barefooted and bareheaded, even in the rigours 
of winter. This fevere education formed his 
body to fatigue andhardfhip, for the exercife 
of which he had no little occafion during his 
future life, in the long wars with Henry the 
third, and the duke of Mayenne. They ftiU 
fliew a tortoife fhell which ferved him for z. 
cradle, and is preferved on that account. 

Several of the ancient ibvereigns ^f Na- 
varre refided and died in the caftle of Pau. 
Francois Phoebus, who afcended .the throne 
in I479t died here in 1483. He was only 
£xteen years of age, his mother being regent. 

The 
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The young king, who v^s very fond o( 
muilc, having taken up a flute, had no fooner 
applied it to his mouth, than he felt himfelf 
afieded with poifbn, and that In.fo violent a 
manner, that be expired in two hours. This 
murder was attributed to Ferdinand king of 
Arragon, a man whoie chara&er juftiiied the 
worft fufpicibns, and who ibon after ieized on 
die kingdom. .Catherine de Foix fucceeded. 
her brother Francois Phoebu3. . She married 
John d'Albret, and was the laft real queen 
of Navarre, little mqre than an empty ti^e 
having remained to her fucceflbrs, She died 
of grief for the lofs of Jier dominions, which, 
was chiefly caufed by the incapacity and 
cowardice of her hufband. Her reproach. to. 
him was very poignant : ** Dom Jean," faid 
file, " fi nous fufliohs nes, vous Catherine 
** de Foix, et moi Dom Jean d'Albret, nous 
•* n'aurions jamais perdu la Navarre !" 
* Pau is a handfome city, well built, and 
contains near fix thoufand' inhabitants. It is 
a modern place, having ow,ed its exiflence 
entirely to the caflle, ahd'U' the refidence of 
the kings of Navarre. 

I purfucd' 
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I purfued my jouroey diis morning. The 
country from Pau to Orthez is moftly level,, 
i^nely cultivated, and covered with vines. 
The peafants fpeak a jargon unintelligible 
even to the French. 'Thpir drefs too differs 
very much from that worn in Guyenne, and 
both dieir drefs and their .complexions bear a 
refemblance to the Spa^iKh.— This place is 
a city and bifhopric, but the meaneft, 1 
believe, in France. The cathedral - is a 
wretched edifice, very ancient, built in a bar- 
barous %Je, and almofi: in ruins. I expedled' 
to have found in it fome monuments of the 
kings of Navarre, but have been difappointed. 
The remains of the caftle of Orthez are very' 
noble ; and its fituation is fine, on a hill which 
commands the town, and a great extent of 
country. The people call it '^ Le Chateau" 
•* de la Reine Jeanne," becaufe that queen 
refided in it during many years, in preference , 
to the caftle of Pau. Some of the apartments, 
tho* in ruins, may yet be entered. The princefs 
Blanche, daughter to John king of Arragon 
and Navarre, was ihut up, and died here, in 
1464. Her brother being dead, flie became 
heirefe to the crown of Navarre i but her 

fatiber 
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ffather Having delivered her into the hands of 
Jier younger fifter Xeonora, countefs of Foix, 
.^e confined .the unhappy Blanche in the 
'Caftle of Orthez, and after an imprifbninent 
of two years, caufed her to be poifoned. 

Hittory, from its carlieft commencement to 
the jreient century, prefents a frightful pic* 
ture of maflacres and crimes, at which hu- 
manity recoils. We find ambition . and fulv- 
tlety too often triumphant, while Innocence 
and the moft amiable q^ualitieSj uhlefs accom- 
panied with vigour and capacity, frequently 
condu£l their unfortunate pofleilbrs to violent 
-or ignominious ends. — But I have done with 
refle£Hons. It is late,' and I iet out to-morrow 
for Bayonne. Probably from thence, I may 
icnd you the conclufion of this letter. 



Bayoonff 
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Bayonne, Wednerdayy 15th Odlober, 1775. 

I Continued my journey laft Sunday morn- 
ing. The province of Beam is a fertile 
country, abounding in fine acclivities, and 
well cultivated. 

I arrived at this city in the afternoon. Its . 
fituation is one of the moft agreeable in 
France, at the conflux of two rivers, the 
Nive and the Adcur. The latter is fcarce 
lefs confiderable than the Thames at Lam- 
beth, and acrofs it is a wooden bridge, wliich 
joins Bayonne to a fuburb called '^ Le Faux- 
** bourg du St. Efprit." The Nive, which is' 
fmall, and rifes in the Pyrenees, palles through 
the centre of the city, and refembles one of 
the canals in Holland. Advantageous as this 
fituation appears for commerce, yet the trade 
of Bayonne is not only inconfiderable, but 
yearly diminifhes. The entrance of the 
Adour,' which is about four miles below the 
town, is rendered both difficult and hazardous 
from the fands which have' collected, and 
which form a bar acrofs its mouth. Befldes this 
F mooa*. 
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inconvenience, the neighbourhood of Bour- 
deaux draws to that city moft of thofe articles 
of trade which were formerly exported from 
hence ; and fo rapidly have both the commerce 
and population tf this place declined, that the 
former is reduced to the fhadow of what it once 
was, and the number of inhabitants has decreaf- 
cd within thefe laft twelve years from twenty- 
one thoufand to lefs than ten thoufand. Bay- 
onne is, notwithftanding thefe circumftances, 
a very agreeable place of refidence, and fur- 
niihes in profufion all the requifites for human 
life, Wild fowl is in prodigious plenty, and 
the flavour exceedingly delicate. The Bay of 
Bifcay, and the river Adour fupply excellent 
fift. The " Vih de Cap Breton," and the 
** Vin d'Anglet," which are made in the 
adjacent country, infinitely exceed the mife- 
fable claret drank in this part of the kingdom, 
and are fold at eight fous a bottle. The town 
is furrounded with woods, which render fuel 
one of the cheapeft articles, and the climate 
itfelf is delicious, tha' the vicinity of the Py- 
renean mountains very much increafes the cold 
!n winter. 

^ The 
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Tlie l^uildinp of the city are in general 
very ql^, aad fome of the ftrirets, like thofe 
pf Ro^hejle, have pprticoe? on cither fide ; 
but the ** Pbce de Qnmxnont" on th^ banip: 
of the Adour, is adorned with v^ry elegant 
iBodern bouies and piiblic edifices. On an 
eminence in the midft of the town fiands the 
cathedral. I could gain no other intdligence 
from the inhabitants refpedling it, except ihsA 
the Engli/h conftrudled it during the time that 
thpy were mailers of Bayonne and Gafcony. 
It is a venerable pile, and, to judge from the 
ftyle and ornaments of the various parts, 1% 
muft have been built as early as the yea^ 
1350. I have made feveral vifits to it, ii| 
hopes of difcovering fome tombs or monu« 
ments of antiquity: but there is not any 
thing deferving attention, except the relics of 
St. Leo, who was put to death here in 907^ 
and whofe bones are preferved in a fplendid 
(brine over the high altar. 

Bayonne, tho' considered as a fronti^city of 
France, is very ill fortified, the ramparts and 
fofies being equally negle£ted. On the north 
fide of the Adour, Louis the fi>urteenth caufed 
a citadel to be conftructed by Vauban, on 
' F2 ahiU 
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a hill which commands the town, and in 
which there is always a garrifon of about a 
thoufand foldicrs. Till the year M935 this 
place, and a confiderable territory round it, 
was governed by its own Vifcounts. The 
Englifli rendered themfelves mafters of it at 
that time, under the reign of Richard the 
iirft, and kept pofleffion of it till 145 1, when 
Charles the feventh's viftorious arms an- 
nexed it to the crown of France. It has 
never been retaken fince, tho' Philip the 
third and fourth of Spain made, each of them, 
an attempt for that purpofe. The common 
people are called, from the name of the 
province in which Bayonne is iituated, 
•' Bafques.'' Their drefs is peculiar to them- 
ielves« The women comb up their hair on 
the crown of their heads, and cover it with a 
fort of cap exadly refembling a little turban^ 
which has no inekgant cffe&. The com- 
plexions of both fexes are confiderably darker 
than in Guyenne, and they fpeak a jargon 
called the Bafque, which has^fcarce any af« 
finity either with the French, Spanifb, or 
cy€n the Gafcon dialed 

, Ihad 
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I had fome intention, before I arrived here, 
of viiiting Pampekna, capital of the Spaniib 
Navarre ; . but th^ advanced feafony the Py- 
rehean 'mountains which it is very difficult to 
f9& eyen^n ,tbe finaUeft two- wheeled carrr* 
agcr, aad above all th,e mortality among the 
cattky' whic^.has continued a confiderabic 
tim^ in this and die adjoining provinces, arc 
fuch infuperable obftacles as compel me ta 
leiinquifh my deiign. 

; At. this jpity n^y journey to the fbuth ward 
ends, and to-morrow I ihall fet out for Tou«- 
loufe. I .am .i^n^er a neceffity of taking th« 
iame route by which I came, as far as Aufch, 
there being no other poft-road in this part of 
France. I ihall write as I proceed.. 
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THE jcbiihtry trtm Btydime to die 
paf&gt DYet the river Acbar, i^ hfeaAjf', 
Woody, and barren, iieither ivell peopled liof 
kidti^atted, in compaHfon with tfie gttater fwrf 
fef the provinces ttf Btam, ahd Bl^hre. Igftt 
to Orthez in the evening. Tht fiih hid ftf, hat 
after Uie fineft t&y miagihad>le : I w^ked tnit, 
and having a curiofity tt> look diice more ii 
tile hiin$ of the caiUe, I afcended the hill oh 
vrfiith it ftarnch, ahd Aaycd a ftw mfnuics 
vrfthin the walls. The gloom of night began 
already ta&ade thfc chambers, and fpread an 
awful melancholy through the whole edifice. 
As I pailed out of the great gate*way into the 
road on my return to the inn, an old peafant 
met me, and with great fimplicity afilired 
me, that it was already paft the hour when 
^e inhabitants ventured into the caftle, be- 
caufe the apparition of a pnncefs who had 
been murdered in it, walked at night ^ and 
that he himfelf when young, had feen and 
heard things very unufual, and very terrifying, 

ia 
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in tbe great tower. This tradition of a mur- 
dered prinCefs is certainly that of the unfor- 
tunate Blanche of Navarre, whom I have aU 
ready mentioned; and was one of thofe cataf* 
trophes which naturally give birth, among the 
credulous and AiperiHtious multitude, to tales^ 
of fpe£bres, and their train of horrors. 

I dined at Pau, and palled fome time in 
the " Parcd'Henri quatre." This is a beau- 
tiful woody oYcrhanging iStet Gave^ and ter« 
minating at a point, from whence is an ex- 
fenfire and romantic profpeA. As Henry^ 
while he held his court in Beam, was fond 
of this grove,^ it has retained his name, 

I ftaycd Ibur days at Tarbes on my return. 
The town ftands in the midft of a finely 
cultivated plain, but contains very few obje^ 
of entertainment or inftruftion. 

Francis the firft, at the marriage of his 
fifter Margaret of Valois with Henry d* Albref^ 
King of Navarre, gave her the provinces of 
Armagnac and Bigorre as a dowry; and 
that celebrated princefs^ fo well known for 
her genius and her writings, died at the 
** Chateau d'Odos/* only a league firom 
Tarbes^ in 1549', 

F 4 I crofled 
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I crofled all Armagnac to this city, and 
arrived here on the third of November. Tou- 
loufe is the mofl difsigreeable and ill built 
place I have (^ in France, It is a vaft 
labyrinth, compofed of ftreets fo crooked, 
narrow and iiyinding, that it requires a clue to 
condu(E): a ftranger through them. No fquares, 
or public places, adorned with elegant build- 
ings, as at Nantes or Bourdeaux, tho' it equals 
this laft city in iize.. I almoft accufe myfelf 
for having remained ta days in a place which 
prefents fcarce any interefting objed: to the 
eye or underftanding, and where the imagi- 
nation cannot even receive that pleafing fenfa^ 
tion which refults from vifiting the fpot where 
great a£lions have been performed in . paft 
2^es. .The annals of Touloufe are marked 
with little except aAs of cruelty or fuper- 
ftition ; the death of a Montmorenci, or the 
execution of a Calas. 

The cathedral is by no means a fplendid 
pile of architecture. It was erefted by Ray- 
mond the fixth, about the year i200. You 
will recoiled): that Languedoc was governed 
during feveral centuries by counts. Jane, 
the daughter and heirefs of Raymond the 

feventh, 
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feventh^ was married to Alfonib brother of 
St. Louis; and by the deaths of that prince 
and princefs without iiFue, who expired 
within a few days of each, other at Savona 
m Italy, immediately after St* Louis's unfortu^ 
nate cruiade and fiege of Tunis, the county 
of Touloufe was imited to the crown of 
France in 1271* 

The tomb of Pibrac, wbofe name is fo often 
mentioned under the reign of Henry the thirds 
is ii> the church of the <' grands Auguftins.'* 
This grave magifirate fell violently in love 
with tbe iecond Margaret of Valois queen of 
Navarre, and wife of Henry the fourth*, and £1- 
crificed, as hiftory declares, at the ^atyof ' 
Nerac, his pubMc duties to his attachment for 
diat princefi. In a hiftory of this city, which 
I procured on my arrival, a curious anecdote 
occurs reladng to Marg^et herfelf..— Cathe- 
rine of Medicis,. fays the author, after the con- 
fecence of ](^erac,. retired to Touloufe, carrying: 
with her the queen of Navanr,, who was tired 
of her huftand, and chagrined at his amours. 
The court, deipairing of the pregnancy o£ • 
Louifa,. queen of France,, who had beea 
married five years to He^xy th^ thirds yvas 
F 5 very 
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very anjrious that Margaret might have chfl- 
dren, CaAerine, her mother, who was ever 
addifled to aftrology, having heard that there 
refided at Caftclnaudari, a woman fan^ous for 
her- ftill in telKng fortunes and prying into 
futurity, w«nt thither with her daughter 'to 

- confuh thrs ** Difeurfe de bonne aventure/* 
The princeis was fubmitted m a fiate of 
nudity to the old woman's <rffJ)eftion, who 
exammed aH the parts of her perfon with 
extreme acciiracy. She Aen returned this 
plain anfwer 'to the queen, wftfr certain me- 

' dicines which flic had cotopofed. ** Madame> . 

' •• votre fille eft d*une trcs-'bonne confti* 
** tutfdn, 'ct Je me prometsiin bon fkcces de 

•'^* mofi Temedc, pourvu qu'cHe puifle gagner 
« fur eDe ite -fc tcnir thtffte tcfdt te fem^ 
** qiri eft inal^tte tians le ffegfiiie \ tjfr j*ap- 

'** |rerids que vous ^tes roefe ct "fflle de 
'^ grStftdes tfiwriufii.** It is inoft probal)le 
idiat Margaret^ -wlurfi; conflitutton was of a 
tery amorous Idnd, fowid too great difficulty 
in ftibmitting to a prefcription,whfdi deprived 
^er o'f thofc pleafures to which Ae Was im- 
moderately attaclied, nor- could the perfbn 
%wft<lted have found out any letter means^^f 
V i • preferving 
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preferving her own credit^ than by laying her 
royal patient under an injun£tion, which the 
knowledge fhe bad of her cbara&er and com-* 
plexion^ rendered it very certain fhe would 
infringe. 

Touloufe has fome inland commerce by 
means of the famous canal cut to join the 
two ieas, which opens into the Garonne 
juft above the city, and conveys all the articles 
of trade from Cette to Bourdeaux, acrofs the 
provinces of Languedoc and Guyenne. This 
communication is however of little advantage 
to the place, which owes its chief gaiety ta 
the parliament, and to the provincial nobility 
who refide here in winter. I leave it thii^ 
aftemoQiH and am misaav^hile^ 



F € Beaktf J 
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Beziers, ^^onday, i jth November, 1775* 

IQukted Touloufe laft Tburttajr, and flept 
at Caflelnaudari, which is near forty miles 
'dlftant ; it is a tolerable town, and fituated on 
^€ " Ropl Canal,** made by Louis the four- 
^enth, to join the Mediterranean and Atlan- 
tic feas. The Saracens who conquered this 
part ofF ranee during the decay of the Ro- 
man empire, are feid to have been its foun- 
ders. Jn a valley about half a mrle from the 
jdace, is the ipot where the unfortunate duke 
of Montmorenci, cover'd with wound«,. and 
thrown from bis hof fe, was taken prifoner, in 
'f 1^32* 1 lamented as I ftood over it, the £ate 
of fo- heroic and fo amiable a prince. He was: 
the Ruffel of France, who fell a iacriiice to the 
ftern and unrelenting policy of the Cardinal de 
Richlieu. The grandfon of that conftabfe 
f Montmorenci, who expired in arms, for the de- 
fence of the monarchy, under Charles the 
ninth, at fcventy-feven years of age i fon ta 
Henry d'Amville, Conftable of France under 
Henry the fourth 3 he himfelf of a chara<51er the 
jDoft elevated, munificent, and benevolent; lefs 
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guilty^ even in his oppofkion to Louis the 
thirteenth, than was Gallon duke of Orleans. ', 
and, riio*" an enemy of the minifter, yet guilt- 
kfs of rebelKon againft his fovereign*— How 
jQany circumftances to extenuate his crime ! 
I have ever confidered diis execution as one 
fif thofe which tarniih in the higheft degree 
the great name of Richlieu, and, amid all 
thefplendor of his public a£Uons,. force us to 
abhor the maa. 

It is about five^and-twenty miles from 
Caftelnaudari to Carcaflbnne, where I ftaid 
the ronainder of the enfuing d^y. Carcaf* 
ibnne confifts of two diftin6t cities, feparated 
by the little river Aude. The moft ancient of 
Ihefe^ called ^« La Haute Ville^'? ftands on the 
fiimmit of a hil} ; the lower town^ wluch is in 
thepl^, 15 theiargeft,. and both are furround- 
ed witb Gothic walls^ battkmeats and turrets,, 
which are in the moft pexkQt preiervation. 
This place boie a confiderable ihare in that 
celebrated cru£ide undertakea ag^nft the 
. Albigenies ki the beginning of the thirteenth 
century and which forms one of the moft 
a&miftipg iniiances of fuperftition and of 

. . ... atcociouft 
^i^^f^^jpif^n^a/jjii eatajj^ j^ 
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atrocious barbarity to be foufid in die arnials 
erf* the world. 

When the royal power was nearly annihi- 
lated, during the reigns of the ]z& kings of the 
Carlovingian race in France, moft of , the 
cities of Languedoc ereded theihfidves into 
little independent ftates^ governed by their 
own princes. Carcaflbnne was then und^ 
die dominion of Vilcounts. At the time 
when pope Innocent the third f»tronized and 
commanded the pr<^cution of hoftilities 
againft the Albigenfes for the crime of herefy, 
Raymond the reigning Vifcount was included 
in that profcription. Simon de Montfort, 
general of the army of the church, inveffed 
the city of Carcaflbnne in 1209* The in* 
habitants, terrified at the fate oif feveval Wb&r 
flaces where the moft dreadliil maffiicres had 
been^committed, demanded leave to capitulate; 
but this a£b ^f mercy was only extended to 
them under a condition, equally cr uel» incre- 
^le,and unparalleled in hiftory,if we were not • 
compelled to believe it by the unanimous tefti« 
mphy of all the contemporary writers. The 
people found in the place, were all* obliged^ 
trithout difiindtion of rank or fex^ to evacuate 

it 
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it in a ftate of nudity; and Agnes the Vif^ 
countefs, was not exempted, tho* young and 
beautiful, from this ignominious and fhocking 
puniflimeftt^ " On Ics fit fortir tout nu<h 
^* de la Ville de Carcaflbnne (feys an ancient 
" author) afin quails tecetiflent de ia honte, eh 
** Tftontrant cts parties dn eorps que la puret6 
•* de la langue n*exprime ^nt, defqudles 
** Hs avdent Skbufe, ct sVn 6toient fervis dans 
" des crimes execrabks.^ Itfecmsby this 
imputation, that ^e ATbigeois wese accufed 
by their enemres of fbme enormities^ probably 
unjufty and fimilar to tlioie vrltfch reKgioife 
enmity and prejudice have attributed to thb 
followers of Zinzendorf in the prefent cen- 
tui'y. 

i conthiued tny journey on Saturday iky 
Narbomte^ the country from Touloi^ to the 
gates of fliat city is very unpleafant ; it is ia 
vaft plain, open, naked» and in many parts 
barren, \^here fcarce a tree it to be feen 
except olives, and even thofe are neither large 
nor humerous. On one hand appear the Py- 
- renees at a coniiderable diftance i and on the 
other, thfe chain of rocks, caHed the Black 
Mountains^ which divide Langucdoc from tli& 

province 
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province of Roiiergue. The weather wa^ 
cold, and I found it difficult to procure a 
miferable fire made of vine twigs, and roots 
of olives. The popiilation is very thin, 
and the appearance of the country bleak, 
and inhofpitable. I went about a league out 
of the road near Carcaflbnne, to a little town 
called Trebe, where the « Royal Canal" 
pafles over the river Aude, and arriv'd at 
Narbonne in the afternooni. 

I muft own that I .was infinitely diiappointed 
in .that city^ which retains fcarce any niarks of 
its ancient grandeuic* . Na^banne> which pre- 
tends to the moft remote antiquity under the 
Celtic kings,^ in ages anterior even to the 
Roman conquefts ; which under thefe latter 
Biafters»^gave its name to all the <* Gallia 
« Narj)0|ienf^," and was a colony of the firft 
conQderation, is now dwindled to a wretched, 
iblitary town,,cp|)taining fcarce eight thoufand 
inhabitants, of whom three fourths are priefts^ 
and women. The ftreets and buildings are 
mean and ruinous ; it has indeed,, a conunu- 
nicatioti with the Mediterranean, from which 
Narbonne is only about three leagues diftant, 
by means of a finall river which inter&dh the 

Jlacei 
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place ; but their commerce is very limited, 
and chiefly confifts in grain which they ex- 
port to Cette and Marfeilles. No marks tf 
Roman magnificence remain, except feveral 
infcriptions in different parts of the city ; and 
if the churches did not keep employed fome 
hundred ecclefiaftics, who are occupied in the 
beneficial duties of chanting requiems and 
vcfpers, it would probably ceafe in a few years 
to have any exiftence whatever. 

The See of Narbonne, which is archiepif* 
copal, is faid to have been founded by Charle* 
magne, but the prefent cathedral is far more 
modern, tho' only the choir of it remains^ which 
is built in the fineft ftylc of the Gothic edifices. 
In the center of the church, before the high 
altar, is the tomb of Philip the Bold, king of 
France, fon of St. Louis. It is compofed of 
white marble, and the king is reprefented lying 
at full length, his head rppofing on a cufhion 
ornamented with fleurs de lis. His face is that 
of a man in the prime of life, the features regu- 
lar and pleafing ; he has a beard on the upper 
lip and chin, and his hair falls in great quantity 
on his neck* In his right hand is the Dalma- 
tique, refembling a paftoral ftaff; and in the 

left 
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fcft he holds a fccptrc, and a hand of jufticek 
He has a crown on his head, and his feet 
teft on a lion. Behind, in die old black 
letter, is this infcription. 

^. Scpultuni bonae Memorise 

« Phitippi, 
** quondam Francorum Regis » 

*• Filii bcati Ludovici, 
•■ ijtii Perpignani calida Firt)rc- 
**^ «b bac Luoe migrayity 
«* 3 Nob: Oftobfis, . 
** AnuQ Dni 14^5.'* 

You tnay perhaps recollea: that Philip tlied 
dt forty-five years of age, on his return front 
an ill concerted and unfortunate expedition 
againft the king of Arragon. The body wa^' 
brought here from Perpignan, and the bones 
having been feparated by boiling water from 
the flefh, they were carried to St. Denis and 
there interred. 

The diftance from Narbonne to this city- 
is twenty miles. The mountain of Malpas, 
which was cut through, to admit the paflage 
of the *< Royal Canal," lies only a mile out 
of the road. It was impoflible to pafs fo 
extraordinary and celebrated a work, without 

vifiting 
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ittring it. The cffcft produced by it on 
the fpeOsLtor is very ftriking, and fublimc. 
i deft^nded by a large flight of fteps into the 
c^ravition, and walkfed throagh the moun- 
tain along the fide of the canal. The 
length of it is exaftly tCeo hundred and ten 
paces, or mt)re than fix hundred feet ; and 
the pfertJ^hdicidalr hfeighth from thfe water to 
tt!k futkcttjttiie incumbent mbuntain is two 
AuftAied atid two feet. A gi^eat part of thi 
ilth has hteh vaulted at a prodigious expence, 
from the dread of its falling in from the weight 
above; andthfe annual neceflary repairs amount 
Id a lii^ fum of money. The breadth of 
ftc canal itfelf is at leaft twenty feet ; ani 
thx/ thi'diftance hollowed through the ground 
fe lb confiderable, yet the light is every wher6 
perfeftly admitted. This was the greateft 
obftacle to completing the jundtron of th^ 
two feas, and its execution has immortalized 
the famous R'iquet, whom Louis the four- 
teenth employed in the enterprize. He was 
made Count de Caraman, and his defcendants 
yet enjoy the title. 

I arrived here laft night. Beziers is an 
©pulent and cohfiderable city, containing abow 

twenty 
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twenty thoufand inhabitants^ and fituated in 
a delicious country. It occupies all the fides 
of a very fteep and lofty hill, on the bigh^ft 
point of which is built the cathedral. At the 
foot runf the river Orbe. The profped is 
cxtenfive and beautiful, bounded to the north 
by mountains, and terminated on the fouth 
by the Mediterranean. It is efleen^ed one of 
the moft plentiful and eligible places of refr- 
dence in the kingdom, all the neceflaries^.and 
elegancies of life being procured her^ ^ttbf 
moft moderate prices. .» 

Beziers is faid to have been a, " Static 
** Romana,'' and was ufed by them as.a placs 
cf arms. The fiege which happened 4uri^ 
the crufade againft the Albigenfes, was one 
pf the moft memorable and bloody which dif- 
tinguiftied that flagitious war. The garri£bn 
defended it with determined bravery j and 
every other means having failed in the attempt 
for it's reduction on the part of the befiegers, a 
refolution was taken to ftorm the city. The 
papal Nuncio, aflifted by Gufman the Spa- 
niard who is better known in ecclefiafti- 
cal hiftory . under the name of St. Do- 
miniC) exhorted the troops to behave with 

courage 
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courage in this pious enterprise, and promi&d 
them remiffion from all their paft ofFenccs. 
After a long and obftinate ftruggle, Bezi^rs 
was entered by the viftorious foldiery, who 
maflacred in cold bloody fixty thoufand of the 
wretched inhabitants, without diftindtion of 
fex, rank, or age, and afterwards reduced the 
city to aflies. I leave to your own mind to 
make the natural reflections on this horrid 
cataftrophe. I do not permit myfelf to com- 
ment on fuch an event, to which there are 
but too many fimilar in the hiftory of the 
Romifh church. That religion has doubt* 
lefs ever been ufifavorable and unpropitious 
to the happine& of the human race, which 
nourifhesin its eflence the feeds of theological 
controverfy, and metaphyfical fubtilties ; dif- 
putes, which however contemptible in them- 
felve^, neceflarily produce that fpirit of in to- 
leration and perfecutlon, which uniform ex* 
perience proves to be the certain confequence 
in modem ages, of a difference in opinion oh 
facred fubje6h. Happy the Romans and the 
Greeks, who eftabliihed no crufades to con- 
vert the provinces which they fubdued ! who 
maffiutred no peoplfs for their adherence to die 

fuperftition 
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fuperftition of their anceftors, wh(J knew no 
points of fcholaftic or polemical divinity ; but 
who with open arms received the gods of the 
conquered nations, and admitted Ifis and the 
dog Anubis, to a place in the temple of Ju* 
piter Capitolinus ! 

Edward the Black Prince laid /lege to Be<* 
;^iers in 13559 but without fucgefs* Hera-* 
vaged all this part of Languedoc, and ad* 
vanced even as far as Fabrigues, a little 
town only two leagues diftant from Mont- 
pelier. There he halted j and whether from 
an apprehenfion of being intercepted in his 
retreat, or that his army was fatiated with 
booty, began his march b^ck into Guieniii^. 
He burnt the fuburbs of Narbonne and Car- 
cailbnne in his ^ay, fpread terror through all 
the neighbouring provinces, ^nd conducted his 
foldiers in triumph to Bourdeaux, laden yfith 
ipoils. 

The cathedral of 3ezier$ jcpniiuns nothing 
remarkable, except the tomb of the Princefs 
Blanche of France. Philip of Valois her 
father, at the age of fifty-fix, /ell in love 
with Blanche d'Evreux, the moft beautifid 
pn^efs in Europe. She Avas only fixteea 
2 years 
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years old ; but this difproportion in their ages 
did not prevent the nuptials. The King en- 
joyed his bride a very fhort time ; and died 
the enfuing year, of the fame difeafe which 
proved &tal to Louis the twelfth, king of 
France, and to Don John, fon to Ferdinand 
and Ifabcl of Spain." The queen was left 
with child, and brought into the world fome 
months afterwards the princefs Blanche, who 
when flie had attained her twentiedi year, was 
betrothed to the Count of Barcelona, but died 
at this city, on her journey into Catalonia. 

I leave Beziers this afternoon. Mean- 
while, adieu ! . 
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Tarafcon on the Rhone, 
Tuefday, tift November, 1775. 

MON TPE LI ER is a delightful place 
of refidence. I ftaid there four days, 
and left it with exceffive regret. The town 
itfelf is by no means beautiful, the ftreets 
being ^Imoft all narrow, winding, and badly 
laid out J but Nature feems to have chofen 
the hill on which it ftands, to enrich with 
her choiceft favours. The afcent is eafy 
and gradual on every fide ; and the ftates of 
Languedoc have ornamented the fummit of 
it at a vaft expence, in a manner where tafte 
and magnificence are equally blended. 

The profpedl from this happy fpot I cannot 
defcribe, though I ftudied it every day with 
an enthufiaftic pleafure. Raphael's pencil, 
or that of Lorraine might paint it, but not 
even Shakefpeare's powers of defcription could 
do juftice to its beauties. The vales of Lan- 
guedoc, covered with olives, or laid out in 
vineyards, are finely contrafted with rude 
rocks to the north, and melt away into the 
fea to the fouth. Tho* vrinter has almoft 
ilripped the trees of their verdure, there is 

nothing 
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nothing melancholy or defart which prefents 
itfelf to the eye* A flcy fercne and unclouded, 
an invigorating fun, a keen and wholefome 
air fpread a gaiety over November itfelf, 
which here is neither accompanied with fogs 
or rain. Montpelier has notwithftanding loft, 
within thefe laft thirty years, that reputation 
for falubrity which conduces more to the 
fupport of a place, than any real advan- 
tages It may poflefs j and the number of 
Grangers who vifit it from motives of health 
diminifhes annually. Some trade is ftill 
carried on from thence by a fmall river called 
the Les, which empties itfelf into the fea at 
the diftance of a league; but the Mediter- 
ranean has been retiring thefe three centuries 
from the whole coaft of Languedoc and Pro- 
vence. Frejus, which is fituated* between 
Toulon arid Antibes, where the emperor 
Auguftus laid up liis gallies after the battle of 
AcHum, is now become an inland city, 

Yoii doubtlefs remember in hiftory the 
celebrated interview of Charles the fifth and 
Francis the firft at Argues -mortes, in 1535. 
That place is at prefent lialf a league frpm 
the fiiore, and' has confequently loft air its 
G anciei^t 
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ancient commerce, which was very extenCve# 
This event, which took place early in the laft 
tentury, uiduced the Cardinal de Richlieu, 
who was ever attentive to the grandeur and 
emolument of the ftate, to conftrudl a port at 
Agde, which he effcfied. The remedy was 
only temporary, as the caufe ftill fubfiftedi 
and before the year 1670, the harbour of Agde 
ty the retreat of the fea, was rendered almoft 
iifelefs, Colbert then undertook to build the 
town of Cette, from which place all the com- 
modities brought down the " Royal Canal" 
fnight be exported, and the province of Lan*. 
guedoc be fupplied with a port, of which 
otherwife it is totally deftitute. I am aflurcd, 
that the abfolute neceflity of having a mari-^ 
time town at the mouth of the canal has alone 
hitherto prevented Cette from fharing the 
fate of Agde, as the annual expfence of clearing 
the harbour amounts to a hundred tboufand 
livres ; and even thefe precautions cannot 
• hinder the fand from obftru<Eling the entrance, 
and forming a bar acrofs it in a feries of years, 
Montpelier owed its elevation chiefly to this 
Tery circumflance, as the epifcopal fee was. 
originslly at Maguelpnne, a town on the fliore 
^ of 
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ef^he Mediterranesui ; but that place declining^ 
from the retreat of the fea^ Pq)e Psuil the 
third ta-ansferred it thither in 1536. 

•The country from Montpelier to Nifmes, 
is a garden, level, and every where cultivated. 
The peafants are juft beginning to gather the 
olives, which are very numerous, and the trees 
are planted with the fame regularity as our 
orchards in England. I cannot but envy the 
inhabitants this genial climate and thefe fertile 
plains, and am ready to accufe Nature of par- 
tiality in the infinite difference which fhe has 
placed between the peafant of Languedoc and 
of Sweden^ In vain will you tell me that the 
Amor Patriae, the attachment we naturally bear 
to that country where we were born, renders 
them equally happy, and extinguiflies all other 
diftin£tions« I know the force of this prin- 
ciple ; I feel and cultivate it with the greateft 
ardour — but it cannot blind me to the infinite 
fuperiority with which certain countries of 
the earth are endowed, above other lefs fa- 
voured latitudes and region^. 

I palled three days- at Nifmes in the furvey 
of thofe magnificent and beautiful remains 
of Roman greatnefs which yet jfubfift fliere* ' 
G 2 They 



124 A TOUR 

.Thtjr have been defcribed a thouiand times, 
and it k not my intention to iatigue you 
with a repetition of them. The Amj^i^ 
dxatre, and the ^ maifon quarree," are known 
throughout every kingdom of Europe. The firft 
of thefe imprefles the behokter with the deepeft 
veneration ; the latter excites the moft elegant 
and refined delight. Indignation againft the 
barbarians who could violate and deface thefe 
glorious monuments of antiquity, will mix 
with the fenfations of every fpe£btor. One 
can fcarce believe that Charles Martel, from 
hatred to the Roman name, had the favage 
fury to fill the cbrridores of the amphitheatre 
with wood, to which he fet fire with an intent 
to injure, tho' it furpafled his power to demo<^ 
Kfli, fo vaft an edifice. Yet notwithftanding 
thefe attempts of the barbarous nations, not- 
withftanding the lapfe of fo many ages, and 
the effeds of time, its appearance at present is 
the moft auguft and majeftic which can be 
prefented to the mind, or to Ae fenfcs. The 
prodigious circumference of the amphitheatre, 
the folidity and ftrength of its conftruSion, 
the awful majefty of fo vaft a pile, half perfed,* 
half in ruin^ imprefs one widi a tumult of 

fentiments 
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fentiments which it is difficult to convey to 
you by any dcfcription.-— The " maifoa 
«• quarr ee,'* is ki the moft complete prefer- 
vation,; and appears to me to be the xhoil 
perfcA piece of architetSure in . the world. 
The order is the Corinthian, and all the 
beauties of that elegant ftyle feem to be ex-r 
haufted m its conAru£iionr This fuperb 
temple is now converted inta a ehapel dedi- 
cated to the Virgin, ornamented with gildings 
and other b<Jy finery^ fuitable to fuch an al- 
teration. 

At a quarter of a mile frorii the city of 
Nifmes is another temple, much decayed, 
which immemorial tradition relates to have 
been confecrated to Diana ', but which by^ 
antiquaries is generally fuppofed to have been 
lacred to the " Dii infernales," as it is evi- 
dent that no light was admitted into it, a cir- 
cumftance peculiar to the temples of the 
infernal Gods. In the- infide, are numbera 
of mutilated ftatues, marbles, capitals, and in- 
fcriptlons, which have been found there from 
time to time. Clofe to it rifes a fountain, 
which may vie with that of Vauclufe in 
beauty, tho* not in fame. It furniflies a^ 
G 3, greatc 
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great quantity of water, which never dlmf* 
ni&es in the longeft droughts; but as the 
channel thro' which it £ows had become 
obftruSjed in a feries of ages by fand and 
gravel, the inhabitants of Nifmes undertoolc. 
fome yeaES ago to cleanfe and reftore its 
courfe. In the progrefe of this work they 
difcovered a number of Roman coins, rings, 
and other antiquities, feveral of which are 
equally rare and weH preferred. On the 
fiunmit of the rock from whence the foun- 
tain iflues, ftands a building which has mudi 
exerci&d the opinions of the learned. It is 
inconteftibly Roman, and is vulgarly called 
** La Tour magne." Its expofed fituatioii' 
has conduced to haden its decay; but at 
what time it was built, or for what purpofes 
it ferved, are now totally unknown. 

Niimes is an ill-built place, containing in' 
itfeif nothing extraordinary or remarkable* 
A hundred fables are related concerning its 
origin, which is carried into times anterior 
fhy many centuries to the Roman conquefts ; 
and it probably dees not occupy at prefen^ the- 
fourth part of the ground on which it formerly 
ftocd. Ilcft Nifmes this afternoon. The dif- 

tancc 
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tance is only twenty miles from this place;;, 
hilt the wind blew fuch a hcrrricane, as I fcarce 
ctrer remember* The pafTage acroft the Rhone 
at Tarafcon, which divides Provence from 
tanguedoc, is over a Bridge of boats j and I 
own I pafled it with fome apprehenfions, as 
they aiTure me it is not uncommon for car- 
riages to be carried over into the river b/ 
violent guffs of wind. 

TBie view of the Rhone here is very pic- 
turefq^ue. On one fide in Languedoc, ftands 
Beaucafre, a confiderable town, with a ruined 
caftle overhanging a rock ; oh this fide is fitu- 
ated Tarafcon, with a correfpondent caflle,, 
far more confiderable, and v^^fhed by the 
waves. The river here is much broader thaa. 
t(ie Tharries at London. 

To-morrow I proceed for Aix and Mar*- 
ieilles. 



G^§g l^x&llUs^ 
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Marfeilles^ ,5th January, i^jB, 

I Scarce ever remember even in our northern 
climate, a colder day than that on which 
I continued my journey from Tarafcon to 
this city. Winter feem'd to have tjikcn 
pofleifion of the face of nature before its time* 
The olive-trees were covered with (how 
which fell very faft, and the ** Bize" which 
blew in my face, and came from tjie fummits, 
of the Alps, rendered the weather extremely 
fevere.— At St. Remi| a little town only four 
leagues from Tarafcon, I drove about a mile 
out of the road, to fee the remains of the 
monuments w6ted by the Conful Marius as 
trophies of his vidory gained over the Cimbri 
and Teutones. Tho* fo many ages have 
elapfed fince their conftruftibn, they yet for- 
cibly recall the idea of Rome, the conqueror 
of the earth, and queen of nations. 

It was night when I arrived at Aix, where 
I ftaid three days. The city has that air of 
filence and gloom fo commonly chara6ieriftic 
oF places deilitute of commerce or induftry, 
and forms a ilriking contrail to Marfeilles^ 

where 
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where opulence and population are every where 
vifible. The warm fprings from which it is now 
known and frequented, .induced Sextius Calvi* 
nus to found a Roman colony there, to which 
he gave the name of ** Aquae Sextiae." They, 
were fuppofed^ probably with reafon, topoflefs; 
particular virtues in cafes of debility; and 
feveral altars have been dug up iacred to 
Friapus^. the infcriptions on which indicate 
their gratitude to that deity for his fiippofed 
fiiccour and ai£ftance. I- faw nothing in the 
oathedral deferving attention except the tomb* 
of Charles of Anjpu^ laft of the. great Angc-^, 
vin line,. Kings^ of Naples,, and Counts o£' 
Provence* He died, if I recolle<S): rights inv 
1483^ and bequeathed both bis real and titular 
dominions ta Louis the eleventh j. king of 
France. The claims on the Neapolitan* 
crown derived from him, were the foundation 
of thofe long and unhappy wars begun by 
Charles the eighth, and continued under his 
two fucceflbrs. . 

The diftance from Aix to this city is only 

twenty miles* There is notwithftanding, a 

confiderable difference in the climate of Mar- 

i^es^ which is milder in winter^ and cooler 

G 5; during; 
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during the heats of fummerj from its vicinit^r 
to the Mediterranean. Nature feenis to have 
marked out this place for commerce, by the- 
advantages fhe has beftbwed on it. The 
entrance of the harbour, which is extremely 
narrow and furrounded by lofty mountains, 
prote&s and ihelters veficls during the mofc 
violent flforms. The port itfelf forms- a de- 
rightful w^lk at this feafon of the year, as it 
is open to the fouthern fun, and crowded' 
with vaft numbers of people, not only of all' 
die European nations, butofTiirfes, Greeks, 
and natrvcs of the coaft of Barbary. Thi?^ 
whole fcene is one of the moft agreeable that 
can be imagined, if the chains of the galley 
fiaves heard' among the hunn of bufmefs, dii 
not tinfture it with the hateful idea of ft^very.' 
The gallies themfelves, ufelefs and neglected,* 
rot peaceably in their refpeftive ftations ; 
and k is faid that no others will ever be con- 
ftru<5ted-to fupply their place, as they have 
long ceafed to be of any utility to the ftate, . 
and are fcarceljr even navigable in feverc 
weather. 

During the fhort refidence I have made here,; 
1 am yet fgircibly ftruck with- the wide dife 

fereacc 
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ference between the genius of the Proven* 
caux, and that generally attributed to the 
French. The common people have a bru- 
tality and rudenefs of manners mor^ charac- 
teriftic of a republican,. than of a monarchical- 
and abfolute government.. Their language,, 
fo famous in ancient romance, is a corrupt 
Italian, more intelligible to a Neapolitan than^ 
to a Parifian. The women are lively, beau- 
tiful,, and difpofed from, their complexion to- 
gallantry. A fire, an extremfe vivacity un- 
tnowh to the northern . nations of. Europe,, 
and which refults from a penetrating air, a 
genial fun,^ and* ikies for ever blue, is flrongly 
iBfcernible in their eyes, their converfation, the 
peculiar dances and mufic of the country ; ia ' 
all which a warm and impaflioned animation 
forms the predominant quality. I am afraid. 
to. exprefs how many charms there appeac 
to me m this gaiety of charadler and dif-- 
pofition, left, you fhouid think I mean ta. 
contrafl it with, the formality of: our own.; 
country, where we feldom allow the heart ta- 
aft uninfluenced by the judgnaent. . 

Marfeilles pretends to the n»fl remote ani* 
tlquity^. a colony of Phocians m ages un- 
G.6s' knowuy. 
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known, haying given it birth.. The **- oI4 
" city'* is one of the moft ill built of 
any in Europe, nor have I ever had 
courage enough to penetrate into its re- 
cedes, which are infupportably iilthy. The 
modern Marfeilles has fprung up fince the 
commenceme^it of the eighteenth century^ 
and has all that regularity, elegance, and 
convenience, which diftinguiih the prefent 
times. I am inclined to confider it as one 
of the moft eligible places of winter refidence 
in the world,, and far fuperior, where health 
is not an objedl of attention, to Nice or 
Montpelier. In the carnival^ I am aflured;^ 
that it is uncommonly gay. The furrounding 
country is rocky and barren, but coverecl 
for feveral miles on all fides, with villas and 
fummer houfes,. which commerce has ere<5led* 
The intention I once had of vifiting Cor- 
fica and Sardinia, I have relinquiflled, chiefly 
©n account of the few objefts of entertain- 
ment or information which thofe iflands offer 
to the mind; and I have determined tore- 
main here till the enfuing fpring,. when I 
fhall probably return through the inland pro*- 
vinces of this kingdom to England. Mean* 
while I remain^ &c. 

Clermoat^ 
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Clermoiity m Auvesgnef,. ' 
Ffid&y^ %6thof Aprils i77^* 

AF TER 2^ fil^nce of near, four mpiubs». 
I again tcfyp^ my pe^ -ft^ip anoiong 
the n^imtains of -A^vtrgnfiy.at the diftancQ 
irf" njor^.th^ a h#nfed;,k|3gi^es froip Mar-r 
feiUes. I have j^ow ex<;h^g<pd the delicious 
^limat^ cf Ptifv^ikceyjts waji^ fim^. and tb^i 
ihor? of the MeJi^emfie^ifl^ fer a i^ry dUV 
(ereot icen^* 

I quitted Marfeillea on. thefixth of thi^ 
fciQndiy and. arrived ;|t Avignon the. evening 
^f the enfuii^ day... Its wa$ in){)oi&ble for m^ 
^0% to dedica^ fome tiqfifl to the vi^w Qf W 
^ty fo re{io>w!ned in^p^.^gos^. the &atof th^ 
|avereigi| PontiC$ durinig; more than half ^ 
9entury> t]ie refidence of Petrarch^ and th^ 
birth-place of Laura* I felt t^t pleafurci 
which refuljts to every reflecting mind, from; 
the cqnfcioufiiefs of being on a fpot ren4ere4 
£amous I^y poetry^ or genius^ or great at*» 
chievements. I compared Avignon^ as it 
sow exifts, with the pidure which Petrarch 
lias drawn of it in his writings^ and attempted 
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CD afcertain the fituation of his miftreA% 
sibode^ which is yet pointed out by traditions 
4x1 one of the fuburbs. Irwent to the church) 
^ of the Cordeliers, where reft her remains- 
^ In a'Tktle -dark chapel on the right hand, now 
diftHed fdi'feligtous ceremonies^, damp, cold, and ' 
wnwholefome, beneath the arch which formar 
the entrance, and under a plain ftone. West 
that Laura who was onee fo beautiful^' anil 
iRrho can never die whtk <hte' lover^s iatne and 
work? ftrvive.' .Round* the ftone are fome- 
ancient Gothic chara<£lers covered with earthy 
and rendered illegible- by time. You will, 
perhaps' recolte^l that Francis' the fixift, th>y 
moft accompliflied*prinfce who ever reignec^ 
in France, and' who eminently poflefled the? 
enthufiafm which , ufa^ally diftinguiflies anc^ 
ehara£lerires genius, caiffed the tomb of Lauras 
to be opened in his* own prefenc^; A wito 
to pervade the obf<*urity in which Petrarch? 
has afiefted to involve, the name of bis mif- 
trefs, and the-htftory of his- o^n unhappy 
pailion-; addedr to a defire of afcfertaining by* 
fomeinconteftiWe proof the burial-place of Lau-*^ 
jra, were the motives which influenced Fran-i 
Cis ta commit this ieemifig^ vielation* of tho^ 

repofit: 
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repofe of'the dead. Seme foiall human bones, . 
ftppofed to be her*S, and a leaden box which*^ 
contained a fcrowl of Italfan verfes obfcure! jr 
alluding to Petrarch's attachment to h'cr^. 
were all which repaid 'the monarch's curiofify. 
It is needlefs ta remind you, that Uaura died" 
of" the • plague which defolated the greater 
part of Europe in 134.7 and the following-^ 
year, and of which Boccace has drawn the 
moft animated* and' diftrefsful piAure which'' 
can be held up to the human imagination. 

It feems impof&ble to recogniate the fifu- 
ition or adjacent country of Avignon as they^ 
appear at preferntj under the melancholy co- 
lours with which Petrarch has jfhaded them." 
The fertile plain of the «* Comtat Venaiffin"^ 
in which the city ftands, and the rich bank's 
of the Rhone, are defcribedby him as a 
frightful defart, through which pours a river 
fwept by continual winds and tempefts. Ovid 
has given us the fame horrible idea of the 
coaft of the Blacic Ste, a climate incontcf- 
tebly one of the fineft of the earth, and blefled- 
with an altnoft perpetual fpring. The gloomy 
medium thro' which the two poets regarded* 
fwery objcftj explains^ this extraordinary facSfc 

The 
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The latter,, only occupied' with the painfut 
n^colIe£tion of the luxurious pleafures whick 
reigned in the court of Augufhis^ and from 
which he was for ever baniihed,. was loft to 
every fenfe of joy or ddight, Petrarch, an 
^ile from Italy his native country, always 
^erifhing the fond idea of revifiting Florence,, 
and defpifing the manners,, while he detefted 
the city of Avignon, fet no bounds to his ex<» 
<;lamations and complaints. Neither the dif* 
tinguiibed favour of: feveral fucceeding popes 
with which he was honour'd,.nor: the con— 
fideration of. its being thefpot which gave, 
birth to his miftrefs Laura, could ibften or di-i- 
minifh his antipathy to Avignon.— —For me», 
who viewed it im{artially,and without preju- 
dice, I confeft I was charmed with the fitu^- 
ation. . The profpe£l fipm the fummit of the: 
JCpck in the center of the city is of uncoimnoici 
beauty. The *< Vent de Bize/' which blew? 
i;i my face, was indeed extremely fevere, but 
I comforted myielf,:.that tho' piercing, it wafr 
yet wholefome,^nd that if Louis the. eleventh,., 
when in a fkte of debility had ordered inter-- 
ceilions to Heaven to avert it, Auguftus, oa. 
the other handji^, was fo well convinced of the; 



THROUGH FRANCE. 1^7 

falubrious and invigorating qualities of that 
windy that he ercded an altar to it, and or- 
dered it to be placed among the Gods. 

The Rhone itfelf is a noble objed, rolling; 
rapidly through meadows covered with olive 
treeS) and divided into two cbnilderable chan- 
nels oppoUte to Avignon. Acrois it) extend 
the ruinous and decayed arches of that bridge^ 
againft whiqh Madwie de Grignan was ib 
near being loft» and of which Madame de 
Sevigne makes terrified mention. It was 
demolil^ed in i6i99» by one of the inundations, 
common to the Rhone, When entire, it was^ 
not lefs than a quarter of a mile in length ; 
but beiog fo narrow as not to permit two 
carriages to pafs in any part, it h^ previoufly 
become almoft ufelef^ ; 4nd motives of policy 
prevent the conftrucSlion of a new bridge^ 
Tjrhile Avignon belongs, as it ftill does, to the- 
papal fee.— — On the farther fide of the Rhone,, 
in JL^anguedoc,. ftands Ville Neuve> a cqnfi- 
derable town,, with a magnificent monaftery of 
BenediiStins on a rock, correfpondent to that 
on which is built the cathedral of Avigjnon. 
The high mountain of Ventqux, in the. pro^ 
viace of Dauphine, covered with fnow* an4 

wliich 
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which Petrarch has defcribed, appears to the 
north; and the lavage rocks of Vauclufe 
bound the view to the eaftward, at the dif- 
tance of fifteen mifes. Beneath fpreads an 
cxtenfive vale, watered by feveral rivulets 
which lofc Aemfelves in the Rhone, and* 
which i& cultivated with the utmoft induftrjr. 

The citjr of Avignon itfelf is in general iff 
built, irregular, and devoid of beauty j but 
the Gothic walls and ramparts with which 
ii has been furroundtd by different pontiffs^ 
are well prefenred, and are an objeft of high 
curiofity. I recoiled none fo perfedl in any 
part of France, Several popes and antipopes^ 
who during their lives fliook the RomilK 
church with violence and mutual altercation^' 
repofe quietly 'near each other, in the various' 
nionafteries of the place; and in that of the- 
Cordeliers, almoft o|5J).ofite to Laura's, is the 
tomb of the brave Grillon, fo well known for 
his invincible courage, as well as for his uiv- 
fhaken attachment to his fovereigrt, Henry the. 
f6urth. • ' .** 

, • You will not doubt that I vifitedthe ftiun-^ 
tatn of Vauclufe, immortalized by Petrarch^ 
and to which he fo often retired to indulged 
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Us grief znd beliefs tove. It is only five 
kagues diftant from Avignon, and as I fet 
out early in the morningj I reached the en- 
trance of the valley about ten o'clock. I got 
out of my carriage^ and walked along the 
banks of the Sorgue^ for fo the river is called* 
which ifliies from the fountain. Meadows- 
ef the moft livdy gi^en fldrt its ^fides, above- 
which rife abrupt and lofty rbcks^ that feem- 
defigned to feclude it from human view. 
The valley becomes gradually narrower to- 
ward the extremity, and winding continually 
defcribes die figure of a horfe-flioe. The 
view is at length terminated by an enormous^ 
mafs of rock, forming a barrier acrofe it, of 
a prodigious heighth^ and abfolutely perpendi- 
cular. Throttgb its^ vaft recefles run the- 
ftreams which fupply thefountainof Vauclufe^ 
and at its foot appears a^bafonof water, feverat 
hundred feet in circumference, ftretched like 
an expanfe, filent and quiet. The fides are 
very fteep, and it is faid .that in the middle no 
bottom can be difcovered ; tho' afte»>pts»lfave 
been often made for that purpofe;- a Gircum* 
ftance probably refulting from, the violence- 
with which, theij^rings bubbly up^ which pre*. 

Vfint&i 
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yents any weight from defcending beyond* H 
certain depths Tho' the fountain is clearer 
in itfelf than cryftal, yet the incumbent l-ock; 
cafts a continual lliade» approaching to blacky 
over its {urfecc. The water cfcaping from^ 
this ftate of inoAion by a narrow paflage, i» 
immediately precipitated in a cafcade down a^ 
zocky channel, where it foams overt num* 
ber of vaft» detached ftones, which intercept 
and impede its progrefe. Tbej( sus covered!; 
with a deep green nK>fs of many a^, a&d 
have probably tumbled from the mountains^ 
that overhang the toxrent.. The fock» them«- 
iielves, which Airroimd and inveft this rdman-- 
tic fpot,.ai» worn by time^ and' the inclemency, 
of the weather, into a tfaoufand extraordinar)r 
sknd &ntaftic forms, to which imagination 
gives ihape and figure. On one of the pointed 
€(xtremities, and in a fituation which appears 
almoft inacceffible,. are feen the remains of an- 
ancient cattle, projefting over the water.. 
The peafants call it " II caftello di Petrar- 
^* ca,'* and add, with great fimplicity, that 
Laura lived upon, the oppofite fide of the 
luver, under the bed of which was a fubter- 
xanean pai&ge by which the two lovers vifited. 

each, 
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each other. Nothing is however more cer- 
tain than diat thefc are the rains of the 
Chateau belonging to the lords or Seigneurs 
of Avignon ; and the bifhop of Cavaillon re- 
fided in it during the frequent viiits which he 

ufed to make to Petrarch, The poet*S 

dwelling was much lower down, and nearer 
to the bank of the Sorgue, as evidently appears 
from his minute defcription of it, and the re- 
lation he gives of his quarrel with the Naiad4 
of the ftream, who encroached during the 
winter on his little adjoining territory. No 
remains of it are now to be difcerned. 

I fat down on the edge of the bafen, td 
confider the fcene, and die romantic aflem- 
blage of obje6ls which prefented themfelves 
on every fide. I looked with amixt fcnfation 
of pleafure and of pain, upon the valley and 
the fountain which had been fo often witnefles' 
to Petrarch's complaints, and hopelefs paf- 
fion. I attempted to difcern the cavern, 
which, during the fammer, when the waters^ 
of Vauclufe are low, opens into the recefles| 
of the rock, and where he ufed alone, in the' 
dead of nighty to indulge his defpair. While 
I was kft in thefe refleftions, the day darkened, ' 

and 
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and a fudden ftorm of rain^ from whick 
I was completely iheltered by the incumbent 
mountain, iiTuing from a coUedtion of black 
clouds overhanging the Ipot, (pread through 
the whole landfcape a majeftic and awful fub* 
limity. When it was paft, I j-etir*d, tho' 
xelu£tantly, from this beautiful and celebrated 
folitude. 

Before I got into my carriage, the peafant 
who had attended me to the fountain, 'con- 
ducted me to a houfe fituatec^ in the valley, 
where are ftill preferved twa portraits of the 
lovers who have rendered Vauclufe immor- 
tal. My chief attention was direfted to that 
of Laura. She appears to be in the earlieft 
bloom of youth, fuch as fhe is ddcribed by 
Petrarch on that morning when he firft 
beheld her. An air of playful gaiety feems 
diffufed over her countenance. Her eyes are 
large and of a deep hazel, her nofe juftly 
proportioned, and the contour of her face a 
gerfeft oval. Her hair, the colour of which 
s^>proaches to yellow, is confined by a fillet 
Vaided and adorned with pearls; over her 
x^eck is a faint ihade of gauze ; her robe is 
of a pale red, and her arms arc covered with 

a fort 
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Tt.ibrt of ^love which defcends half way th^ 
hands. In one of diem (he holds an amaranth^ 
^ the emblem pf immortality.-*— —Petrarch i« 
painted as in middle life, of an engaging figure, 
and his brow^ bound with laurel. 

. I returned Xp Avignon in the evening, and 
quitted it^on tae, morning of the enfuing day. 
At Orange^where I breakfafled, it was im-r 
poihble not ,to dedicate an hour to the remains 
of the Roman theatre, and the triumphal arch 
of Marius -, edifices the moft auguft and mag.- 
nific.ent, thp'- defaced by the lapfe of near two 
thoufand ye^irs, and of which I migh^ be 
tonpted perhaps to give you a defcription, if it 
had not already been done by fo many preced-- 
jng travellers.— I continued my journey to 
Lyons along the eaftern bank of the Rhone. 
On the other fide of that river appear the high 
mountains of the Vivarais covered with fnow,; 
and to the right are thofe of Dauphine es&tend- 
ing to the Alps, with which they join. As I 
advanced north, the weather became more 
fliarp and piercing, while the "Bizc" blew 
with redoubled keennefe, and chilled thefpring 
which was juft opening. Z arrived at Lyons , 
s&cr three days journey . My road fcom thence . 

to 
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fo this city, lay thro* the pmvinccs of Beau« 
jolois and Forcz, the firft of which, tho* hilly, 
is finely cultivated.- Betweeh Lyons and 
Roanne I pafled over the high mountain of 
Tarare, fo dreaded in the laft century. From 
its fummit is a prodigious profped, only 
bdunded towards Savoy by the AIpS^ which' 
form a raft barrier coverfed with eternal (how. 
At Roanne- 1 enter'd die Foreas, a'fniall pro- 
vince, barren, uncultivated, and thinly inha- 
bited. A chain of lofty mountains extends' 
quite acrbfs it ; thick forefts of pine* and fir 
t<yv€T the ftecp acclivities, and afibrd , refuge' 
to wolveis and wild bo^rs, which are thel'e 
found in great numbers. Scarce a hamlet' is 
feen in feveral miles ; and the filence, the de- 
population, and romamic folitudes thro* which' 
I pafs'd, ftrongly reminded me of Sweden or 
Finland. 

* I arrived on Wednefilay at Thiers, a con-! 
itderable town fituated on the fteep fide of 
a moimtain, from whence is beheld a moft 
delicious landfcape. The country extends for * 
many leagues on all 'fides, in a cultivated' 
plain^ terairnated by another range of mouri- 
UAnSy and Clermont itfelf is diftin£Uy feen at' 
3 *« 
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the diftance of five-and-twenty miles. This 
rich traft of the Auvergne is denominated 
" La Limagne," and forms a bafon complete- 
ly furrounded by rocks and hills. The foil is 
uncommonly fertile, and inferior to no part 
of France.- Several fine ftreims interfcft it, 
and add to the beauty of the fcene. * 

I got to this place yefterday. The fitua* 
tion of Clermont is agreeable, on a gentle 
eminence, the afcent to which is gradual and 
eafy. The city itfelf within the walls, feems 
to have been built in an age the moft barba- 
rous, the ftreets being fo narrow and wind- 
ing that no carriage can enter them, and the 
buildings are of correfpondent antiquity ; but 
to coifipenfate for thefe inconveniences, the 
fuburbs are charming, and the houfes modem 
and elegant. I vifited this morning the petri- 
fying fpring, which Charles the ninth of 
France is (aid to have furveyed with fo much' 
pleafureand admiration. It is only a quarter ^ , 
rf a mile from the town. In a courie of ages, • ' • 
the fpring has formed a ridge of flone or in- 
croftation not lefs than fixteen feet in height, 
above* ar hundred feet long, and in fome parts 
near ten in thicknefs. • As it impeded, and at 
H length 
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length totally flopped the current of a little 
rivulet which interfered its courfe, the inha-- 
bitants were, obliged to dig a pailage through^ 
it^ The ftream Js now direAed into another, 
channel, and has begun to form a new bridge 
a^rofs the rivulet into which it falls. 

It was my intention to have penetrated fir-*, 
^{ler into this romantic province, but the fea- 
£on is too early to permit me to afcend any of 
t^e higheft mountains of Auvergne. I ihould^ 
however certainly have gone to Uilbn, which 

^ is only ten leagues diftant, if any remains: 
of the cafUe ftill exifted, I fcarcely need re- 
mind you that Margaret of Valois, Wife ta 
Henry the fourth, was fhut up in it during 
twenty years, A gentleman who reGies at 
I/^re near the ipot, gav^ me this defcriptitm 
ofit. . 

<< The (M^e of Uffon fto6d upon the fum- 
*^ mit of an almoft ibaccefflble lock, at the 

, «.' foot of which floMjQd a little river. .The 
<< queen, by a mafterly piece of addre&, ex« 
<' pelkd the Marquis de Canillac^ to whoie 
^< cuflody Ibe was. confided, and rendered her- . 
^< felf miftrefs of the place. It has beeirde- 
^< moliflied bjf tme> ai»d fhe tude bands of 

«< the 
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/^ the neighbouring fx^afants, who have re- 
^< moved aimoft all the-ftones which compored 
" the caftle. Some ruins of it yet remain 
" in the laft ftage of decay, which the 
" vulgar apprehend to have been formerly^ 
" fecred to" religious purpofes, and which 
*' diey denominate, * Les ChapelleS de la 
" Reine Marguerite.* It is true that diejf 
** were conftruded by that Qyeen ; but (he 
^ had dfedfcated ^em tb pfeaftirt;, rfot to de* 
** votion, and gave rendezvous in thefe* 
*^ apartments to the neighbouring nobility of 
*t Auvergne. No other traces renlain at this 
« time of Uflbn." 

My letter is already of ^n iittmodera{# 
length; I fhall only add to it» that I am 
yours, &c. 



U • Bost^ 
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Bourges in Berri, 6th of May, 1776. 

I Left Clermont fooner.than I had intended, 
in compliance with an invitation which I 
could not refufe, to pafs fome time at the 
Chateau de P— — belonging to the Count 
de L— — • The houfe is fituated in an un- 
frequented part of Auvergne, towards the 
/confines of the Bourbonnois, on a rifxng 
ground, which commands an enchanting pro- 
Ipeft. Through the plain below, flows the 
river Allier^ mentioned in terms of fuch lively 
admiration by Madame de Sevigne, and on 
^vhofe banks, fhe fays, might yet be dif- 
covered fome of the ihepherds of fidion and 
romance. Mpnfieur de L— — was not at 
home, and I was received by the Coimtefs 
in a manner the moft noble and polite. She 
did me the honour to detain me five days, 
which I pafled in a way never to be crafed 
from my remembrance. I would defcribe 
to you her perfon, but that I fball give you 
a more jufl idea of it in faying that fhe 
ftrikingly refembled the portrait of the du- 
chefs of Mazarin, as drawn by the Abbe 

.de 
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de St. Real. Her other accompIiflitneAtf 
vrere. not inferior to her beauty ; and when 
fhe. danced the Bourree, (a dance peculiar to 
Auvergne,) I thought Hortenfia Mancini could 
not have been comparable to Madame de 
L.—— . I took my leave of her with that' 
reluctance, natural to a perfoa impiefled with 
pleafure and refped. 

. At Montpenfier, I flopped to view the 
mount where formerly ftood the cafUe, now 
totally demolifhed, and which is rendered 
famous in biftory by the death of Louis the 
eighth, king of France, and father of St* 
Louis. He died there in 1226, on. his re-* 
turn from the fiege of Avignon, and as was 
commonly fuppofed, of poifon adminifteted 
to him by the Count de Champagne. 

•^I arrived the enfuing day at Moulins,! 
which ftands in a fine plain clofe to the river 
Allier, along the fides of which are planted 
walks of elm, pedlar and afpin. The city, 
tbo' the capital of the province of Bourbon- 
nois, is mean and ill built. I went imme- 
diately on my arrival, to the church of the 
nunnery of the Vifitation, to fee the Mau* 
fbleum of Henry Duke of Montmorenci, of 
H 3 whom 
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vhotn I htfve ajieacfy lati occafioa more thao 
•oce to make mcnlloii* It was erected to his 
meinory by the Duchcft, his wife, Maiie 
Telice des Urfins. I looked at this fuperb 
monument widi ienfations of the deepeft pity 
ior the unfortunate hero to whom it was 
xaijfcd* C;^elnaudariy and X^eytoure, and 
Touloufe, all crowded into «ny mind.*— The 
tomb.itfelf is compofed of the inoft beauti- 
iiil and coflly marbles. The Duke a^)ear8 in 
a reclining attitude, his left arm fupported oil 
bis helmet ; and by him fits his widow, her 
eyes .dircded to heaven, her hands dafped^ 
mnd over her whole figure is an expreffion of 
difeosdblate IcMrrow ftrongly marked. 
. It is a delightful ride from Moulins to 
Nevers, Arq* the provinces of Bourbon** 
Qois and Nivemois* In the center ef 
Kevers, on the fummit of a hill, is bulk the 
ftolace of the ancient Dukes. It appears to 
have been conftru£ted in the iixteenth cen- 
tarjj and, the' b^inning to exhibit marks of 
decay, is yet a^ model of beauty and delicacy 
of Gothic architefiure. The apartments are^ 
bung with tapeftry of two hundred years old,- 
which h^ye an air of grotefque and rude, mag- 
nificence?. 
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mficence; I was detained in one of the 
chambers for fome minutes, by a portrait oT 
Madame de Montefpan^ who appears riling 
from a fuperb couch, the curtains of which 
arc drawn back, and fupported by Cupids, 
Her attitude is half voluptuous, half contem- 
plative. She is dreiled in a negligent deflia- 
tille, and her hair floats down over het 
ihoulciers and necic In waving ringlets. Her 
head refls on her left hand, and one o^ het 
feet i$ concealed by her robe; the ^ther^ 
which 18 naked to the mid-kg, and on which 
.the paUiter^ with grelt tafte has exhaufted all 
his art, iB placed on an embroidered cuihioif. 
Her flippers are thrown carelefsly by. I was 
charmed with the por^^> 

I paSsd die river Ldre at La Charit^, 

mhtte I entered the province of Berri ; tiie 

•diftance from thence (x> this city- is about 

twelve leagues. The country is much Inferior 

in , beauty and cultivation to that betweeh 

Moulins and Nevers. The fer greater part 

confifts in thick woods, or barren heaths def- 

titute of inhabitants. Bourges is fituated ih 

the midft of a plain^ open arid level as the 

^aw The city is of a very confidefable fize, 

H 4 and 
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and of greact antiquity, a claim, the validity 
of which moft of the buildings evince by the 
barbarifm of their conftru£tion, which marks 
an age of total rudenefs and ignorance of the 
arts. I have feen fcarce a houfe which does 
not appear to have ftood many hundred years. 

. The *♦ Hotel de Ville" was built by the 

celebrated Jacques Coeur, fo well known in 
the French hiflory by his greatnefs, his loy- 
alty, l)is exile, and his misfortunes. Over 
the portal, is a fine ftatue of Charles the 
feventh, under whofe reign he flouriihed; 
the king is habited in complete armour, and 
mounted on horfeback. That prince ufuall^ 
held his court here $ and you will certainly 
recollect, that during the extreme diftrefi in 
which his aiFairs were involved at the com* 
mencement of his reign, the Englifh^ elated 
with their vi£tories under Henry the fifth, be- 
fiowed on him the contemptuous ' appellation 
of ** Le petit Roi de Bourges," from the 
loyal and . conftant attachmeht which the 
citizens expreiled towards him, through every 
^ange of fortune. 

The tower, denominated *« La grofle 
tour,'' in which Louis the twelfth of France, 

when 
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when only Duke of Orleans, was detained a 
prifoner more than two years by the Lady 
of Beaujeu, regent under Charles the eighth, 
exifts no longer. It was demolifhed in 1651 
during the mihorfty of Louis the fourteenth, 
by order of Cardinal Ma^arin ; and 2 modem 
buiWing has been conftrufted on the fpot> 
from the ftones which compofed that edifice; 

During niy ftay here, I went to fee the 
tomb of Jane of Valois, daughter to hovh 
the eleventh, and wife to Louis the twclfHi, 
from whom hcfwas divorced, to marry Amfe 
of Bretagne, on his accefHon to the crown of 
France. The repudiated princefs retired to 
this city, and having dedicated her remaining 
days to piety, died in the convent of St. Jane, 
which (he had founded. One of the rrans 
(hewed me, through the grating, her flippehft 
and nuptial robes, which* are preferved with, 
great care ; and Ihe added, that innunierabte 
miracles had been performed by' her relids 
andinterceffiori. , ' 

• The cathedral of Bourges is a moff mag- 
nificent edifice, tho* the external architecture 
of the building does not corrcfpond in bekuty . 
or fymmctry to its interiour. ' The church 
H 5 is 
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is of prpdi^ous dimenficns, far exceeding any 
we have in England, and the quantity of paint^ 
cd ^afs which it contains, is fcarce inferior to 
that at Gouda in tioUand. John, duke ofi 
Bern, and brother' to Charles the fifth king 
4>f France, lies buried in the fubterranean 
chapel under the cathedral, beneath a naarblp 
tomb of cofUy workmanibip* He is too w^l 
known in hiftory under the unhappy reign 
of Charles the fixth, his nephew^ when the 
fnmzj with which that unfortunate prince 
y(^ feised, gave full fcope to the intrigues 
and ambition of his uncles. 

Scarce any other objeds prefent themfelves 
to the eye in this city except ruins, and I am 
alnoft afraid as I walk throitgh the narrow 
winding ftreets, that the buildings will fall 
.iqMMi my head* If Charles the fevepth coukl 
revive, 1 am peribaded be wouU perfe£Uy re- 
cognize the place, which appears to have 
^Vnderg^me tery little alteration, or received 
any embelJiibment, during more than three 
centuries which have etapfed fince bi^ death. 

Louis the eleventh .was bom at Bourgcs, 
and in the ^V Hotel de Ville" is a paiottog 
defjpiiptjiVt. of this event* France^ under the 

• figure 
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figure of a woman, appears rifing from faer 
throne to receive the medallion of that mo- 
narch, which is prefentcd to her by the Ge* 
niusofBerri* 

This province, tho' large and naturally 
fertile, is little cultivated or improved j a cir- 
jcumftance chiefly refuking from the want of 
any navigable river, by which- the grain and 
other prodki^iions might be tranfported to dif-*- 
/erent quarters of the kingdom. 

To-morrow mc^rning I leave Bourges* 
From Orleans or Blois you may 'expcdi to 
hear of Yours, &c. 



H 6 Bloii, 
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Blois, Tuefday, 14th May, 177^. 

I Staid fomc hours at Mehun»fur-Yeure in 
Bern, to contemplate Che magnificent re* 
mains of the caftle. It is onlf four leagues 
diflant from Bourges, and is rendered famous 
in hiftory by the death of Charles the finrenA- 
of France who conftruded it^ and who died 
there in 146 1, by a voluntary abftinence from 
food, caufed by the apprehenfion of being 
poifoned by his own fon, Louis the eleventh. 
The fituatioKof the caftle is not fevour'dby 
nature, and correfponds ill with the grandeur 
of the ftruiflure. It ftands in a wide-extended 
plain, fheltered by deep woods, and at its foot 
flows the little river Yeure, which dividing at 
Ae ipot into feveral ftreams, forms a number 
of marfhy iilands covered with willows. Tho*" - 
the caftle of Mehun has been burnt by light«^ 
ning, as well as greatly injured by time, and 
the depredations of the neighbouring peafants^ 
yet ils ruins are even now inexpreffibly ^uguft 
and beautifuL Ivifited every part of it which 
was acceilible. The great tower is very 
perfect, and three of the apartments which 

appear 
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appear to have been rooms of fbte, might 
cdmoft be inhabited at prejent* The cham-^ 
ber where, as it is faid, the unhappy king 
expired, is iit one of the fmaller towers,* the 
entrance into which is obftmfled by the ftones 
^ich have hilett from above. The whole 
edifice is compofed of a {tone nearly equal to 
marble in whitenefs and durability, and is 
furrounded by a deep ditch. In the center 
fiands the chapel, the workmanfhip and de- 
licacy of which are aftonifliing. The caftte 
appears to me to be one of the fineft monuments 
nowexifting in Europe of the tafte and ftyle of 
archite£hire in the fifiteenth century, when thfe 
arts began flowly to revive from their flumber 
of fo many ages. 

Charles the fevenA ts defcribed by thh 
French hiflortans under colours fimilar to 
thofe, with which Pope in his notes en the 
Iliad has drawn the portrait of Paris, Na- 
* turally brave, munificent, amiable, protefting 
and cultivating all the elegant occupations of 
a liberal mind ; but finking continually into 
an indolent effeminacy, and facrifidng every 
grand Of patriotic fentiment to the fafcinating 
charms of female beauty.— The caftlc of Me* 

biui 
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httti appears never to have beeA die favMrU)^ 
lefideBce of any fucceeding king of France, 
after the death of Charles. It was neg]e£le4 
bj &e immediate fucceflbrs of that prince, 
loft in die fuperior luftre <^ Fontainbleau and 
Chambord under Francis the firft, and uiti* 
^atdy. alienated hf Louis the fourteenth, Xq 
fupport his ruinous and expenfive wars in the 
laft century. 

I purfued my journey dirough the provinces 
4>f Berri and Sologne to Orleans, where I 
arrived the enfuing day. The entrance into 
if. is noble and ftriking from the fouth, over a 
iine bridge acrofs the. Loire of nine arches. 
The city ' itfelf is. in general very meanly 
built, and the ftreets narrow, one only ex«- 
^epted, which leads from the bridge, and is 
^compofed of modern, •elegant buildings* In 
.this ftreet ftands the celebrated monument 
where Charles the ieventh and the Maid of 
Orleans are reprelented on their iuiecs before 
the body of our Saviour^ who lies extended on 
,the lap of the Virgin. It was ere^ied by 
4>r4ef of that moparch in 1458, to perpetuate 
bis victories over the Engliih, and their e36r 
jpul&oo from hi$ dominions. All the fjguf)e/( 
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itt in iton. The. king appears bareheaded^ , 
afid by him lies j^i^ bdmet furmotuited with n 
crpwn. Pppofite to him is the Maid herfel^ 
in the fafoe attitude of grateful devotion to 
Heaven. . It is a moft precious and invaluable 
htftorkal monument. 

In the « Hotel de Vilje'* is a portrait of 

fbdijune immortal womaiis which I ibidied 

long and attentively. Tho' it was not doDlp 

^11^1581, whkh was near 130 years after her 

deeeale^ it is yet the oldeft original pi^ure of 

her. now exifting* The painter {etm% unr 

dotibtedly to have 4rawii a flattering r^femr 

hhmce of her, and to have given his heroine 

im^inary charms. Her face, tho' long, «s 

of exceeding beauty, heightened by an eso- 

prefl«>n of intelligence and grandeur rardjr 

united. H^r hak.falls loo&ly down her back, 

and fhe wears on her bead a fort of !hannet 

enricSied with pearls, and ihaded with whid^ 

|4umes, tied under her chin with a ftring. 

About her neck is a little collar, and low^r 

.down, upon her bolbm^ a necklace composed 

of fmall links. : H^ drcfe, which is that of k 

woman, I find i% difficult exaAly ,tode(cribe. 

It fits dofe-to the body» and is cutior ilaibed 

^ at 
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at the arms and elbows. Round her waift 
is an embroidered girdk, and in her ri^ 
hand fhe holds die fword with which flie 
expriled the enemies of her ibverei^n, and 
her countrjr. I am not furpriz'd at the ani^ 
mated and enthufiaftic attachment which the 
French ftill cherifii for her memory* The 
critical and defperate emergency in which 
file appeared; her iex, youth, and even the 
obfcurity of her birth ; the Unparallel'd fuc- 
cefs which crowned her enterprize ; the erud 
and deteftable fentence by which (he was put 
^o death; the air of the marvellous fpread 
over the whole narration, encreafed and 
ftrengthened by that veneration which time 
affixes to every great event — all thefe united 
caufes confpire to place her above mortality. 
Rome and Athens would undoubtedly have 
ranked her among their tutelary deities, and 
liave ere&ed temples to her honour ; nor can 
I help being amazed that amidft the almoft 
infinite number of modern faints wjio croud 
and difgrace their churches, no altar has yet 
.been dedicated to the Maid 6[ Orleans. 

The environs of Orleans, more efpeciaHy 
in the province of Sologne to the ibuth of 

the 
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the . Loire, are very agreeable. It is in 
general a level country covered with corn 
and vines* I rode out during my ftay there 
to " La Source," a villa rendered celebrated 
by the abode of Henry. St. John, Lord Bo^ 
lingbroke, who pafled the chief part of his 
exile in this retreat. Near the houfe, in a 
hcJlow dell, h the fpring from which . the 
place has received its name, and which may 
be regarded as a moft extraordinary phseno- 
menon. The water rifes out of the earth 
from a vei'y narrow aperture in a prodigious 
column, and forms immediately a confiderable 
river called the Loiret, which after winding 
its courfe about two leagues, is loft in the 
Loire. Mohfieur B— *— to v^om the place 
now belongs, has deformed and totally dif- 
iigured this beautiful fountain, by an ill- 
judged and miftaken tafte. Ihftead of a dark 
and gloomy hollow fhaded by deep woods, 
and adapted to the genius of the fcene, in the 
midft of which the fpring formerly rofe with 
.violence out of the earth, he has enlarged the 
X)pening from whence it iiTues; and it now 
only appears to bubble up fcarce above the fur- 
face of the ground^ in the middle of a fhallow, 

artificial 
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wtificolbaibin. - No tieesxrf' any kind conceal 
er flicker it from view^ and after firft paffing 
through a narrovrchamie], it is difperfed in tiie 
iona of a looking-ghfs brfore die houfe. One 
cannot Yieir (6 lidic^oas and abfiird a me- 
tamoqdiofe, without the gieateft re|ret) 
mixed with indignation. • 

I left Orleans on Sunday morning, and 
arrived here the iame evening* CurioAty to 
vifit the tonib of Louis the elerkilh, who 
is intmed'at «« Notre Dtaw de Clevy,'' in- 
duced me to take the road through d)at place, 
tho* left diceft. I paflU the bridge of St 
A^Mnin, meonorable for the aflaffination of 
Francis duke of Guife, with Branume in 
my hand, andatetoipted, from his niinuae and 
cxaA defcripciony to afcertain the predTe' fpot 
-where diat jUuftriofts prince was kitted hy 
:Mer£ Poltrot, during the civil wars of France 
imder Charles the nmth. 

The church of Clery was built by Louis 
the eleventh, who had always a iinguiar and 
capricious devotion for the Virgin Mary, t6 
'whotn it is dedicated. He always denomir 
•nated her *< Ma bonne notre Dame de 
<^ Clery.'' From ,a firoilar fuperftition, he 

ordered 
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0nief€d his body to be interred there, under a 
moiiuiQent^ which he had hunfelf ett&ei. 
The Hugonots, in the civil wars un(ter Ca« 
theiine of Medicis, broke openhi) tomb, and 
(battered the bones about <t]ie church with -a 
lava;ge ferocity^ Zx>ui$ the thirteenth cau&d 
|he prefent monutneiit to be conflrufied in 
1^229 which id compared of white marble, 
and well execoted. The king is. on his knees, 
in ai> amitude of prayer, his hands rai&d to 
heaven* His qiieen, Cfaariotte of &iinojr, wai 
originally buried in the fame tomb, and 
Cliades the eighth caufed his own Jieart to be 
depoftted th^re near his fttfaer^s remains. 

I crofled tht Loire again at Beaugency^ 
-and ^ent the whole sifternofin in the gaidchi 
m4 groves of Mena^. This waa the feat of 
tbp celebrated Msdame de Pompadoar, wfatt 
b0gan to mpfont die place, and b ey iei at h ed 
it at her death to the Marquis de Ms^rigny. her 
only brother. The ilfuation, which is on a 
high range of hills overhanging the Loire, is 
of unparaHel'd beauty ; and the eye is con^ 
linu^iy entertained on every iide wish a 
profpe^t the ynoft extenfive, delicious, and 
cultivated* Towns and palaces and caftles, 

intermixed 
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intermixed with forefts^ hamlets, abbeys and 
.vineyards, are fpread below, while a noble 
river pouring through the plain, diiFufes plenty 
and fertility in its progrefs. The gardens 
themiiblves are laid out with great elegance, ' 
and adorned with a number of ftatues, chiefly 
prefented to the Marquis by his late Majefty, 
Louis the fifteenth. A " Pafiphac," lament- 
ing Phaeton, and beginning to take root, 
detained me for fome minutes ; but I left 
this figure to obferve an " Atto," than which 
nothing can be more perfed. The ftatue 
is larger. than the life, and as Atlas is in the 
a£l of. attempting to tear himfelf from the rock . 
into which be is about to be transfonned, 
all his mufcles are necefiarily in the moft vio- 
lent ftate of exertion. ■ The artift has found 
means to give a fort of fudion to the done, 
which makes it appear to draw in the limbs 
of Atlas, and in fome parts to have taken 
poflefiion of them. It is a mafterly produ<%on 
of fculpture; Monfieur de Marigny has pro- 
digioufly improved the place fince the Mar- 
chicmefs of Pompadour's deceafe* The terrace 
does not yield to that of Windfor or of St. 
Germain J and the woods, through which winds 

amur- 
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a murmuring rivulet, are of the moft iecliided 
folitude. In the midft of them, concealed 
under a thick cover of trees, appears a Cupid, 
who feems as if juft alighted on a pedeftal 
covered with rofes. Nothing can exceed the 
archnefs of his looks, which make one trem«> 
ble ; — but be has his finger on his h'ps. 

To-morrow you Ihall hear more. I am 
fatigued, but it is the fatigue of pleafure^ 



Blm^ 
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Blois, Wedncfday, 15th Maya *77*« 

IT id impofflile for any perfon to be defti- 
tirt^ of fixne emotions of pleafure^ at the 
idew of a (dace fo renowned in hiftoiy, as die 
city frotji which I write» Judge then what 
Jf^fcn^QCGf who cannot behold die* fpot 
where ^any great atchieyement has 6een per- 
formed in ages paft without the livelieft en^ 
thufiafin, when I look upon the caftle, where 
Louis the twelfth, the father of his people was 
born i in which were folemnifed the nuptials 
of Margaret of Valois, lifter of Francis the 
' iirft, and of the fecond Margaret, wife of 
Henry the fourth ! where Ifabella of^Bavaria, 
and Mary of Medicis queens of France, were 
imprifoned! within whofe walls the duke 
add the cardinal of Guife were lacrificed to 
the vengeance of Henry the third ! where 
Valentina of Milan, where Anne of Bretagne^ 
and Claude her daughter died ; and to clofe 
this auguft feries of princes, where Catherine 
of Medicis fo renowned for her genius and her 
crimes, likewiTe expired!— I tread with reve- 
rence over the ground^ render'd in fome de- 
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|[ree facred^ and view widi a fblolnn delight 
the towers ^nce inhabitxxi by Queeod and 
monarchs, now tending to decay^ or covered^ 
widiivy, whichfpreadaa.twilight>through^th(fl^ 
apartments at noon-day. An air of mclffii<* 
choly and departed greatnefs is ftrongly dif^ 
fuied dlroiigh die wbole palace, and cncreafed- 
hy the iiknce which reigns tuiivedaily% - The 
cyphers and devices of fucceeding princes aro 
faindy difcerned on the front of the edifice, 
or over the gateways* I diftinguifh the 
" Porcupine" of Louis the twelfdi, the « Sa-^ 
" lamander" of Francis the firft, and the 
amorous. ** Crefeent " of hi$ fon Henry the 
fecond. I trace the remains of the gallery 
con{b:u£bd by Henry the fourth, and wander 
in the avenue of elms planted by Catherine of 
Medicis; or furvey with regret the fuperb 
and un&iifhed palace of GaAon duke of 
Orleans**— *-You muft fttrdon tfaeib uncon^ ' 
n^ed exdamadons, which have efcaped me 
in fpite of myfelf« I ^U now endeavour to 
give you fome more melhodicat and intelti'* 
gible defcripdon of the place. 

The caftle of Blois ftands'bn a rock im- 
mediately above the Loke, and commands a* 

view, 
S 
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ifiew hardly^ if . at all inferior to tiia,t feen from 
Menars. The antient Counts of Blois held 
their conftant reiidence here, and conftruded 
tde, original cafUe, of, which no remains now 
fubfift, except one large round tower. Guy, 
the laft Count of the houfe of Chatillon fold it 
to Louis Duke of Orleans, brother to Charles 
the! fixth of France, and who was afterwards 
oiurdered in the '* Rue Barbette ** at Paris, 
in 1407 ;. from whwn it defcended. to Louis 
the twelfth, his grandfon. The e^ftem and 
fottthera £des, ^as they now fubfift, were built 
by that .king, and over the grand gateway is 
an equeflrian flatue of him, habited in a coat 
©f mail. The ftyle of archite£fcure merits 
great attention ; and fome of the figures which 
fupport the windows, are of a nature fo very 
ind^ent, that in the flate of refinement to 
which modem manners have attained, it ex- 
cites our furpriz^ how a prince fo virtuous aS' 
Louis the twelfth is reprefented to have been, 
or a queen fo rigid and fare&rved in her man- 
ners as was Anne of Bretagne, could ever have 
permitted them to be placed in the mofl con- 
fpipuous part of a royal palace'. It. is a 
ilriking pfoof of the grofs and unpolifhed 
manners of the fixtcenth century. 

The 
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The northern front of the caftle was bailr 
by Francis the iirft, foon after his acceffion to 
the throne of France, A more fplendid ftyle, 
a workmanfhip approaching in delicacy and 
elegance to the Greek and Roman architec-* 
ture, difcriminates it from the former, and 
we evidently trace the advancement in the 
arts made by a more refined and liberal age* 
The apartments are all fpacious and« magni- 
ficent, tho* now difmantled and negle£ted. I 
was fiiewn the celebrated- chamber in which 
Henry duke of Guife was aflaffinated in 1588) 
by order of Henry die third. The ttones which 
were tinged with his blood, have been almoft 
fcraped away by the curiofity of fuccei&ve 
travellers. At the weftem extremity of the 
building is the tower of Chateau-Regnaud, 
famous for having been the fcene of the mur- 
der of the Cardinal of Guife. I went down 
into the dungeon where that ambitious and 
unfortunate prelate pafled the night previous 
to his execution, with his* companion, the 
Archbifhop of Lyons. Two doors of mafly- 
iron open into a gloomy chamber, vaulted, 
and into which the light is odly admitted hj 
I ^ one 
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•ne fmall wiitdow clofed with iron bars. 
The figure of the room is irregular, and ma jr 
be about twenty feet in diameter. In the 
middle i« a round hole fufficiently large to 
receive fihe body of a man, and. under it are 
lihree ranges of dungeons, one beneath the 
other. The Cardinal himfelf was put to 
death in a ibrt t>f recefs hollowed into the 
wall, on the <lay Allowing that of his bro- 
dter the Duke of Guife. The guards exe- 
cuted the order vfhk their halberds.—— 
l*hey bodi periihed the j«ift martyrs of their 
inordinate ambition; and this afiaffinatioa 
is, I believe j the only one mentioned in hif- 
tory, f6r whichy.if poffible, the circumftances 
feehi almoft to plead a full esculpation. 

At the eaftem termination of the northern 
front is the <* Salle des Etats," where Henry 
the third aflembled the flate$ twice during his 
diftraSed reign. It is a vaft hall, now dif* 
ufed and almoft in ruins. In the chimney, 
the bodies of ibe Duke and Cardinal of Guife, 
after tfanr affi^flioajtion, are faid to have been 
confumed to sAes. You will perhaps recol* 
led the animated apoftrophe of their mother 
I the 
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the Dudiels of Quiie, to the flatue of Loiit» 
the twdfth, on receiving the news of the 
death of her two children* She was daagb^ 
ter to Renee of Ferrara, and gnRict-daugfater 
to that monarch. Henry the third fent her 
a captive to Amboiie, after the execution of 
her fons. Having embarked upon the hcixci 
(he turned towards the caftic of Blois, and 
invoking with lifted arms the ibade of her 
royal anceftor, whole ftatue was over the 
portal, ^< Ah ! grand Roi," excl^med ihe^ 
^^ aves vous fSut batir ce Chateau^ pour y 
^ iaire mourir les en£ms de votre petite 
" fillc!" 

^ The tkreflem front is the work of Gafton 
Duke of Orleans, fon of Henry the fourdi, and 
brother to Louis the thirteenth. It is a beauti* 
ful and magnificent ediiice^'but was unhappily 

' left incompleteby bis death, in 1659. Manfard 
tvas the architect whom he employ Vi in its con- 
ftni£lion; and more than three hundred thou- 
fand livi^ were ufelefely expended on thisfump* 
tuQus building, vvhiqh 13 uninhabitable and al- 
ready far gone in decay. Gafton himfelf fore* 
tM the future ftate of incoijipletioin and ruin in 
1 1 which 
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'Hibick it wolild be'left ; and m Aat convfAkxi 
exclaimed as he lay* expiring, ^ Domusmea^ 
<^ domus defolationis in etemum!'* All the 
other defigns and plans of alteration which he 
had begun, were laid afide at his deceafe. 
\ The gardens of the caftle which were for-* 
snedy yery extenfive, are now converted into 
private property, and the fuperb gallery, 
which was conftru£led by Heniy the fourth 
to divide the upper and lower gardens, is only 
to be traced in its ruins, as.it was dem^liihed 
about thirteen years ago by order of the court* 
The walk of Catherine of Medicis, however^ 
ftill fubfifts ; it is of a prodigious length, ex« 
tending to the foreft of Blois, and forming 
kn avenue to the caftle truly royal. 

I went yefterday to vifit Chatnbord, the fa* 
mous palace of Francis the firft, which is about 
ifour leagues from hence, on t&e fouthetn fide 
of the Loire; It ftands in a low fltuation, fur« 
rounded by deep woods, and has all the appear- 
ance of one of Ta^'s (mt Ariofto's enchanted 
caftles, raifed out of the earth by magic pow- 
ers. The magnitude of the whole ftru^re^ 
together with the numerous turrets, pinna«- 

clcs. 
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cles, doineS).ftnd towers, over v^icK the lapfe 
»rtw6 (Untunes ' begins to "throw an airbf 
decay, and waning ijplendor, produce an eSeSt 
on ^e beholder hard to be ddcrtbed. Thick 
fcrefli^rurroimd it on all fides, and in the front 
flows or rather fiagnates' a little river called 
the CouiTon, black, and full of fedges. Th« 
{Milace,. conformable to the tafte 0f the age in 
which it was built, js moated round ; bttt the 
architedure of it, tho* ftri£U]r Gothic^ 13 full 
ef beauty, and elegance. A grand fiair^cafir 
in tte center of the building, leads to the di& 
ferent ranges of apartments ; and by a ^ngulai? 
cofittiyanee it is rendered doidife, fe that two 
perfons may afeend or defcend at tfarikn^ 
time without ever feeing or meeting each 
other. Tho* I cannot pretend to eaq^ain, or - 
give you an exa£l idea how this eSeSt is pro- 
duced, yet it is (furious and .wUfiie ia kt 
kind. 

The chambers, tho' now im6i»ftifllfd» audi 
beginning ta kd the injurious efi^^ of tkHe, 
are flill eactremely magnificent* Thde wUalHi'. 
were, occupied by di« teto Mftrtcllal : Siim^i 
are not entirely without f^rmtm^' 4nd bay«^ 
I 3 been 
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been in feme degree modernixed. In many 
of diem beams are firetched acrofi to (appert 
the cielingSy which exceedingly dcfoitn the 
appearance of the rooms, Catherine of Me- 
dicis who had been informed by an aftrdoger, 
that ihe was in danger of being crufhed 
wider the ruins of a houfe, cauied them to be 
placed in this manner, to fecure her from the 
fatal confequences of the predidien. 

I enquired much after the pane of glafsy on 
which were fcrmerly feen the two lines writ* 
ten with a diamond, by the hand of Francis 
the firft. They were in a litdd clofet com- 
municating widi the chapel, but are now loft 
by iomc accident. They were theft : 

'* Toute Femme Tarie* 

«< Mai habil qur t> fie r— > 

Some vexadon, caufedby his mtftrefs's caprice 
or lAConftancy, probably gave occafion to 
Ah ftvere farcafin on the fex. 

Immenle fums of money were expended by 
Ffincis die firft in the conftru^on of Cham- 
bord, and eighteen hundred workmen were 
employed during twelve years in its com^ 

pletion^ 
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^tetion. There are £ud to be twelve hun- 
dred large, and four hundred fmaller apart- 
nents in the palace. Francis entertained the 
Emperor Charles the fifth there, with his ac- 
cuftom'd magnificence and fplendour, during 
the vifit which that priace paid him on the 
rebellion of the Gantois, in 1540* Henry 
the fecond made fome additions to the palace^ 
His Other's device, a ^^ Salamander in the 
flames " is feen in almoft every part of the 
building ; and on one fmall tower only, I dtf* 
coverM thofc of Henry liimfelf, a '* crefcent^ 
** with the ktterH.** 

After having ftayed more than three. hours 
in the different galleries or s^^tments, I isit 
dcywn on the bank of the rivulet in front of 
the palace, to contemplate it at leiiure« i 
Ijpread my cold provifions on the graft, unde- 
the fhade of two anciept elms, and after hav- 
ing diaed, refigned myfelf to idl that train of 
refle^oii naturally excited by the view of fo 
magnificent a ftruAure. 

Since the deceafe of Marechal Saxe, Cham- 
bord is going fail to decay. Louis the four- 
teenth made ieveral vifits to it,, to enjoy the 
1 4 pleafure 
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pleafure of huntings but his fticceilbr, tiie late 
king, totally neglected it, and many hundred 
thoufand livres muft now be expended on the 
palace, before it could be rendered fit to lodge 
and receive a (bvereign. Its immenfe ms^i* 
tudej which makes it require continual rcpaics^ 
wiUnecei&xily haften its downfall, and motives 
-of oeconomy will probably produce in fcrnie 
future time its entire demolition. 

The city of filois is meanly built, and . 
many of the houfes are of equal antiquity with 
$bt cafUe itfelf. It lies on the declivity of the 
hill along the northern bank of die river, and 
is joined to a bonfiderable fuburb on the op« 
poiite fide of the Loire, by a modern bridge. 
No language can defcribe die beauty of the 
Loire, or the fertility of the country through 
which it flows. The eactreme poverty and 
roifery of the peafants, in the niidft of a ddi« 
cious patadiie, producing in the greateft 
abundance a& the neceffiiries and elegancies 
of life, imprefles me widi pity, wonder and 
imtignaticau I fee much magnificence, but 
Aill more diflrefs; one princely Chateau, 
iuriounded iiyith a thoufand wretched ham« 

Ictsi 
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lets; the 'moft ftudied and enervate luxury 
among the higher orders of fociety, contrafted 
"with beggary and nakrdA^&r among the 
people ; a gaiety, a foftnefs, and an urbanity^ 
univerfally charadierifiic of every rank, and 
to «wiii€h it is io^MsOble to tefy{e attach- 
ment and admiration. 

' Toi^aQomtw morning I. continue my pro-: 
gcefc ilowiy ^ang the Loiitu 
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Teurt, Tuefda/y sift of May»^77«% 

THE road from Blois to this city is one o^ 
the moft agreeable in France,, and lies^ 
along the bank of the river Loire.. Hills, whofe 
fides are covered with vines^ A»refts,. among 
which appear fpires and villas ; or wide plain& 
cultivated with the greateft induftry, continu* 
ally diveriify and enliven the fi:ene. 

I ftopM during mere than two hours ta 
view the caiUe of Cfaaumont. It is built at 
a high point of land about five leagues be- 
low Blois, on the ibuthern bank of the Loire^ 
and commanding a moft eictenfive profped. 
The pile is Gothic,, and was conftruded about 
the middle of the fifteenth century by the 
Lords of the houfe of Amboife. The Gardi-^ 
nat of that name, Ae virtuous and incorrupt 
minifter e£ Louis the twelfth, was himfelf. 
born there,, and the devices of his family are- 
yet diftin£tfy to be traced on the great tovi^rs 
of the caftle. They confift of two letters JJC 
interwoven,, and under them, a volcano ; this 
* ' conceit 
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conceit^ by a fort of pun which in that ag^ 
wag much admir'd, fonhed the word ^ Chau^ 
^ Mont/^ Henry die iecond made a prefent 
of file caftle to hi& miflrefs Diana de Poitiers, 
ducfae& of ValentinoiS) <b celebrated in die 
annals of France. She improved and enlarg'd 
k very coniiderably, and the " hunting horn,** 
(Mie of her emblems^ appears in many parts of 
die building. C^ the deatli of her royal 
lovcF in 15599 Cadierine of Medicis, who had 
long envied her the pofleffion of Chaumont, 
rather compelled than requefted the duchefs to 
renounce it in her favour; but by an z& of 
generoficy becoming a queen^ fiie preiented 
Diana in returoy the palace of Chenonceaux^ 
fer-CheF. So<m after the death of Catherine, 
Chaumont fell into the hands of the Vifcount 
de Saidiniy a Lucquele nobleman who had 
married a lady c^ the houfe of Limeiiil, dif« 
lantly ^lied to that princefs by blood. His 
defcendants ar^ now exd«a»~— Sxaaty op- 
posite to it, and about a mile diftant fcom the 
Loire, ftanda the caftie of Onzain, in which 
louis prince of Conde,. who was^ afterwards 
killed al Jam»c in^ 15699 was impiifoned by 
I 6 Cathierine 
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Catherine of A&dkis after the bal^ o£ 
Direuxy and during the fubfequent liege o£ 
Orleans. 

I ar/ived at Amboife the fame evemsg.. 
The toifrn is mean and ill built, but has heem 
iendered £u&oit8 in hifiorj by i)ie covkfpiracjr 
of tbs pioteftants in 15609 which opened the 
fatal wars <^xe]igion in Fraaee* The caftle 
i^ fituated on a craggy rock> exlrewiely dif- 
ficult of accefty and the fides of which are 4I* 
moft peipendicular. At its foQt Sqv« the 
Loire, wiich is divided into two flreams hf 
% fmall ifiand. I am not furprt^cd fdM ^ 
4dBe of Guife, when he e^^pe^ied tm it^br* 
se&ioB aaumg the Hi^oopt^ chofe to. Xt 
^Gve Francis Ac fecond to this forti3^k$ as 6q^ 
a place of perfe^ fecurity^ Op]^ two dfstach<> 
fd parts of the aircif nf caftk now remiw,.on6 
of which was conftru£led ^y Charles ibe 
e^hth, and the otlier by Francis tbe firfh 
It is peihaps unnecf^fiary to remiiid *y<m tkst 
lIlQ firmer <tf tbofe princes wa$ bopik s»id diod 
at Ambfiife. Fronii the hUl behind d»r ps4ik» 
IS feen another ^ d>0fe enchantiiig kndfc$fii5» 
which th^ pjTQvincQs of Fniuae coatinuaily 

exhibit^ 
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txhibity. and where dife eye is delimited ^iH^ % 
psofufion of natural beautie$. . . 
, I went the eh&ing day to Qiaatdoupyth^} 
palace of the Dtik&de Cheifeti]^ about aonile 
from Amboife» Neitfaer the fituatton nor the 
czpofition are» in my opinion^, h^py ones. 
The jptoSpcA which it commands^ is vefjr 
Ihnited, and the Loire, altho' at iiaincon-^ 
fiderahie a diflaDce^ is learcei}C feen even from 
the upper apartments. The roooits ^Kdiich I 
was aHowM to miew^ tho** fplendid, wem 
cqualif Jleffitute of any produdioo of paint-f 
hag or of firulptum; and fell far iboft of the 
ms^nificent ideas which I had been taught to 
pseconceive of Chanteknip* The Duke has 
nctfwkhflanding fyent immenfe fsms on diispa^ 
bee, and is at prefeat employed in cofiftru£kiDg 
additional dbambeis, which wiU furpa& all thofe 
already finiflied, in grandeur and elegance^ 

I continued my }oucney to thk dty^ 
Toora is buiit in a fine plain oa the Jcwthem 
hank cf die Loire. T^ fiirrottading coun^* 
fry furpafl^bs in finrtility even all I l^ve yet 
feen, and every ei^inence nv^thin federal miles 
gi die pl^e is occupied either hj covfttau 

3 4>€ 
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«r villas. Amoftg the former, is the celdM^ted 
tnonaftery of Marmoutter, from whence Ifa** 
betta of Bavaria, ^leeii of Chades die fixth, 
was carried off in 141 7^ by John ^^Sans 
^ Peur'* duke of Burgundy. 

I made an excuriion yefterday to Lodies, 
which is ten leagues diftant from this pfaure, 
through a delicious plain watered by the Cher, 
Ae Indre, and anumbcr of rivulets that fer- 
tilize the meadows among which they. wind 
dieir courfe. The caftle of Locfaes is very 
£unous in the hiftory of France, and was in 
former ages the ufual place of confinement 
for priibners of die higheft quality.*^ Its ori^n 
remounts to the moff remote antiquity, nor 
is there any tradition which pretends to af- 
certain the name of its founder,, or the time 
of its conftrudkiom It has been enlarged, 
rebuilt and fortified by fucceffive fovereigns* 
Charles the feventh frequendy held his court 
and refidence: there during the former part of 
bis reign ; and JRenl^ duke of Alen^on, one 
•f the princes of the blood loyal^ was long 
detained there a prifoner by dsat monarch's 
order,, on account of his tieafonable pradices, 
for the introduction of die EngUft into tfae- 
*.4/4^/e^/}^ef7&^an^ kingdom. 
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kingdom.— *-In one of the apartinents is the 
iron'cage, in which Louis die eleventh con- 
fined the Cardinal de la Baliie more than nine 
years. This inhuman ei^ne of punifli* 
ment is not above elerea itet fifuare. The 
Cardinal was at kngtb rekafed> in 148 1, at 
die iaterceffian of die reigning pope, during 
the long ftate of weaknefs and debility whichr 
preceded the king^s deccafe.. 
. I went to view the chamber where the 
perfidious Ludovico Sfocsa the Moor, duke 
of Milan,, was imprifiHied by Loiyus the twelfth, 
from die yeas 1500 to 1510. It is a large 
apartment,, vaulted^ and in. that age,, was noft 
knpisopec for die confinsment of a fovereign 
prin^i. Only one window, iecured by three 
gratings of iron,, admits lighbinto the room, 
and in the mtdft of fummer the rays of the; fun 
enter tfaiough diis opening, about the hour 
of noon^ for a few minutes. On the wall^ 
exadiy oppofite to the window^ are diBinQif^ 
to be* traced the* remains of a dial or meridian^ 
upon ¥^cfa the beams of the fim darted j and 
which^. as conftant tiadidon relates,: was cut 
by die hand o£ Sforza to amufc nimielf in his 

fa0UC8> 
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boturs of iblitudte* O^mr the diknnejr is the 
figitce of a head fuppdfed toe be. his^ and covor'd^ 
with a hdmet* The waUa and roof are like<»^ 
wife cwefed with ofaacidrss and *infcriptioiis^ 
aof^ rendered illegible by .the lapfe of time* - 

I qutt^ this chamber^ and defeeaded witb^* 
my guide bjr ibt light ^ of a torch inso the- 
^ OtiblietleSyV cmt iid>ternuieaiv dungeons* • 
They are Labyrinths hoUowerf into the cardi»: 
€f:a vafttotent and. totally deftitute of .light.: 
Tlieair itfelf was ib moift and imwhoklbaiey; 
that it alraoA extingniflied the fiamheaiiw. 
Thcjnaii who attended me, nade me nemark 
ciicidar boles in manyplaoet of the incum«- 
hcBit tocky duroughi which they bt down' tbe 
wsetcbed viftinis deftthed to perkb in tfaetQ. 
caKUiis. Doors of mafly ir^oa elofednp.tht 
tntraace, and pnsvented all poflibiKty of fuc^ 
COOT or efcape* I was- ghd iba leave ihefe. dif^ 
9iaix.al»des of daskacft and horror^ t0 jpeiufit 

die chear&l dayw >*Tbe greaiec part of ^. 

caftle ofLocfaes Is now in ruias ^ butit isjsott 
vdthibuadbig ftitl u&d fac the cenfinemeot'tif ^ 
f^pfeasaccufedofcrimesof flate; and there is 
at fmSuAz gentktnan there,, tbe caufe of 

whofe 



THROUGH FRANCE. 185 

iriide impriibnment is not known> who has 
been immur^^d more than three years. 

In the principal church of Loches^ before 
die high altar, is interr'd the celebrated Agnes 
SoretUe^ mlftrefs to Charles the feventh, tirho 
imd in 1449* ^^ monument is compofed 
•f bkcjc: marble^ and on it are her effigies exC'- 
cuted la whiit alabafter* If the figure may b^ 
fiippofed to haver«(emUed her perfon, (he was 
famnine and ddicale to the utmoft degree of 
which the humaii body is fufceptible. The 
fiice i» perfeAly correfpondent to the othei 
parts, and conveys an idea of uncommon 
lovtltneis mixed with exquifite fragility. Heip 
hands in^ick axe joined in the ad of prayer^ , 
are models of fyaimetry and proportion^ 
Round her head is tied a1>road fillet ftudde(| 
with pei»ts^ and a ibrt of necklace cpmpofedt 
of the fame ornaments falk on her bofom*. 
She^ lies upon ao embroidoc'd culbion ; her 
drels is fimiJe 9^ modeft,, concealing faec 
ttmls from vietf\c>. ^ stt her feet are placed 
two lambs emblematical of her name, Agnes, 
Time has begun to injure a|id deface the iigm^ 
pjotd the tond). in many pacts^ I J(k>ked at il» 

with 
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with extreme fatisfa£lion during fimie miiHrte^ 
nor was it merely the recolledion of the pcr- 
fonal charms ihe once poflefledf that detained 
and aiFeded me:— *the magnanimity which 
a£tdated her condti£^, and which file infufed 
into her lorer, when finking under the fupe-* 
riour power of his enemies, render hei memory 
defervedly dear to every fecKng mind ; nor; 
among the many fevourites of princes whofe 
names hiftory has preferved, does any one ap' 
pear to have been more worthy of a mcMiarch'^ 
attachment, and a nation's love, than was 
Agnes Soreiik. You will recolleft, I doubt 
not, the verfes of Francis the firft in her ho* 
nour, which particularly allude to her efforts 
to infpire Charles the ieventb with fortitude 
and courage againft the Engliih, the invaders 

of his dominions. A dioufand faUes re^ 

fpefting her, are yet preferved ame«g the io« 
habitants of Lochesj her beas^, her liberality^ 
and her power ovi»r the king form the principal^ 
f t&jeds of dkefe traditions. I liflened to iiem 
all with extreme pleifure j and afterwards 
went to look at the tower, which is called 
« La Tour de la belle Agne«,*' and in whicfa^ 
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as my condudor afliired me with great fim- 
plicity, Charles ufcd, from motives of jealoufy, 
to confine her when he went to the chace. 
^— — It is certain that flie refided frequently at 
Beaulieu> a little town only divided from 
Loches by the river Indre, and where are ftill 
ieen the remains of a Chateau which be- 
longed to her. As ibe died at the abbey 
of Jumiegjcs in Normandy^ her body was 
brought by her expreis conamand to this 
church, to which in her life«time flie had, 
made very ample donations. Louis the 
eleventh, tho' he neither honour'd his fa*. 
dier*s memory, ' nor refpeded Agn^, to 
wboB it is pretended he once gave a blow at 
Chimm in Touraine, yet proteAed her re- 
mains» and rejeAed the petition of the canons 
of the church,, who by an a£l of ingratitude 
to their benefadreis had requefted that her^ 
tomk might be removed and demoliOiied. 

I had always read and been informed, that 
Ludovico Sforza, the duke of Milan» was lilce- 
wife buried in the chancel of the fame chuscK 
of Loches, under a plate <^. cq>per» All the 
French writers--even their bdl hiflorians 

aflert 
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aflert It as an incontcftible fad. — There is not* 
withftandiilg nothing more falfe, and it is oa^ 
of thofe many errors which haVe been ianAified: 
by long prefcription. The phte of eopperin- 
AsedexiftS} but one of the priefts obligingly 
read to me the infcription' upon it,\ which is 
to the meiAory of a private fiunily. A por- 
trait of a warrior kneeling and in ptAytr^. 
which has 1>een always fliewn as Sforza^s 
figure^ the Tame perfon mflured me is that of 
the duke 6F Epemon.—Ko traces of any fudsi 
ilitennenttre to \x found' among ihe reoords 
«f the churdi, tiio* die account of thiAof 
Agne^ Soreille, anterior by fixty years, yet 
•xifls.~-*I muft- ow)^ tkis contradiAiM to^ 
b received an c^iihioA may appear %xttaofdt- 
narf ;^-4ft«it ho^r miftfiy fuppefed. hlSG^ of hif-^ 
tbrymigbt be Ikftid to depend Upon aS cr-i^ 
conelHis a (bundi^n (i* 

I ^m juft returned froUfi Ae caflte ^Plefts-^' 
fes-Tours»4Q.&mou9 for having been the fcene 
of the illneft and death-of Louis the eleventh, in. 
148 j< Do you remember Philip de Comutes*' 
minute and terrifying pidure of that^vent ?— > 
I felt a Acret horiroF as I entered tbe court^^^ 
. ^- ^ and* 
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^d furvey'd the walls once covered with iroa 
^ikes, where a continual guard kept watch 
daring the Jaft, fad hours of the guilty and 
expiring monarch. Plei&z is fituatedi only 
half a league from tkis.city, in a plain ftir- 
f ounded hy woods^ at a Utde diftanCe from 
the Loire. The building is yet handfome, 
tho' only composed of hrick, and now con* 
verted to purpofes of commerce. In the 
chapel, on the right hand of die high altar, 
is a mafterly and beautiful portrait of Louis 
die eleventh .himfelf, drefled in complete ar^ 
mour. Widun his. left arm, which lies on 
his breaft, is a ftandard, . and. with hrs right 
hand he takes off his helmet, in the a£l of falu- 
tation to the Virgin Mary and her infant. His 
harih and unpleaiing features are foftened into 
a fmile of pleafure and complacency. He 
feems to extend his left hand towards the 
child, whofe eye is fix'd on his with eager- 
jiefs. Thefe indications of tenderneis have 
given room Co fuppofe, that by the figures of 
Mary and of our Saviour, are defigned 
Charlotte of Savoy his queen, and Charles 
f^e eighth his fon. Her habit, which is royal, 

the 
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the diadem on faer head, aiid more than all, 
a refemblance between die infant and the 
king which is very ftriking, ftrongly con- 
firm this fuppofition. 

Tho' Tours is at prefent an unpleafknt 
and ill built place, it will probably be great* 
ly changed in a few years. A very noble 
bridge of fifteen arches is already buil( acrofs 
the river, and a fh-eet is planned which will 
interfeS: the whole city. Thefe iterations 
wiU tend much to its embeliiihment. 

My journey begins now to draw towards 
an end, but you may yet hear once or twice 
from Yours, &c. 



iManSj 
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Mans, Tuefday, sSth of May» 1776. 

IT is vrkh regret that I find myfelf at a dif- 
tance from the banks of the Loire, along 
which I have wander*d with fo fenfible a plea- 
fiirc. The beauty of the country on cither fide, 
the number of magnificent edifices reflecSled 
in its fur&ce, the folemn majefty of its courfe, 
at one titne, amidft ifland?, woods, ^d deli- 
cious plains, and at others, under high and 
hanging rocks, confpire to awaken at this 
enchanting feafon, fentiments of extremes de« 
light. 

At Langeaas atlout fcven leagues from 
'^ours, I ftop'd to examine the remains of 
the caftle, which are yet noble, tho' decayed 
and in ruins. It is rendered celebrated in 
hiftory by the nuptials of Anne of Bretagne 
ivith Charles the eighth, which were folem- 
nized Aerc in 1488. I arrived at the cit/ 
of Saumur the fame evening. You may 
imagine diat I could not be within five 
leagues of the abbey of Fontevrauld, where 
Henry the fecond and Richard the fir£b 

of 
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of England are interred, without a <lefire to 
vifit the place. It is fituated in a valley near 
the confines of Anjou, on the fide of Tou- 
raine. Rocky hilb rife behind it, and thick 
woods conceal it «lntoft entirely from view* 
An air of melancholy and filence reigns on all 
fides, peculiarly charaderiftic of, and fuitahle 
to the gloomy devotion of monaftic life. As I 
walked under the high and venerable rows of 
elms in the gardens of the convent, it was im- 
poffible for me not to feel in fome degxee thofe 
awful fenfations which are naturally inipired 
by thefe religious foIitudes«— The abbey was 
founded in the year 1096, by Robot d'Ar«^ 
briflel. Its reputation for fandity, and its vi- 
cinity to Chinon, at which city Henry the 
fecond died, were probably the caufes of his 
being interred at Fontevrauld, as none of his 
progenitors the Counts of Anjou had chofea 
it for their place of burial. You may per^ 
haps remember that fentiments of penitence 
and contrition for his filial difobedience, 
induced Richard the firft to order in his 
dying moments, that his body (hould 
be laid at the feet of his father, Henry. 

Eleanor 



^Eleanor of Aquitain, wife of the one and mo- 
ther of the o^er prince, lies buried in the 
fame tomb ; as do likewife Jane Queen d[ 
Sicily and counted of Provence, daughter to 
Henry the fecohd ; and Elizabeth of Angou- 
lefine, widow* to John King of England;— 
The figures of all thefe fiwereigns are carved 
in ftone ty>on the monument itfelf ; but as 
that is enclofed within the grate, in the part 
tDf the choir where the Abbefs mid Nuns af- 
lemble for public devotion, no intereft or in- 
treaties could poffibly procure nie admittance 
into diis iacred enclofure $ and I was confe* 
iquently prevented from obferving it with that 
ioinuteneis and attention which I could have 
Wifli'd. Four fplemn Requiems and.fer^ces 
are feid every year for the repofe of the fouls 
of thefe princes^ and the tomb was repaired 
and beautified in the year 16389 by order of 
the reigning Abbefe/ 

Fontevrauld, bcfidesthe relped derived from 
it's antiquity, has been ever confidered asone of 
the moft honourable and important eccIefiaC^ 
tical benefices in Phmce. Many princefie^. 
of the blood have fucceffively govenuri iU ^' 
K the 
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the revenues are immenie. Tbe number tif 
religious of both fexes under .the Abbefs's 
diredion, amount to more than two hundred* 
and her authoritj both temporal and i^iritual 
is very extenfive. 

I returned to ^aumur 4he iame evenings 
and left it' again laft Saturday. The town 
is fmall, but pleafantly fituated on the Loire, 
acrofs vkhich is a long bridge, continued 
through a number of iflands. Saumur was 
anciently a nioft important pa(s over the river, 
and of confequence was frequently and fierce- 
ly difputed by either party, during the civil 
./^ars of France in the fixteenth century. The 
fortifications are of great flrength, and Henry 
the fourth, on the reconciliation which took 
place between him and Henry the third near 
Tours in J 589, demanded that Saumur fhould 
be delivered to him, as one of the cities of 
fafety. The caflle overlooks the town and • 
river. It is built on a lofty eminence, and 
has a venerable and magnificent appearance, 
tho' now only ufed as a prifon of ilate, where 
perfons of rank are frequently confined. 
The Kings of Sicily and Dukes of Anjou of 

the 
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^ houie of Valois, who defcended from 
John King of France, often rdided in the 
caftle of Saumttf, as it conftituted a part of 
their Angevin dominions. 

The diftance from Saumur to Angers is 
about thirteen leagues, and the greater part of 
the road Ues along the banks of the Loire. 
Anjou appears to me not to yield in fertility 
Or beauty to any province of the kingdom. 
Wines of the moft delicious and exquifite fla* 
vour are produced in it, among which that 
of Champigny, a litde village near Fonte* 
vrauld, is particularly admir'd.*— I made a 
fiay of.two days in Angers. The city ftands 
in a plain, and is divided into *< La haute** 
and ** La bafleville*' by the river Mayenne, 
which winds thro' meadows, and falls into 
the L<Hre five miles below the place. The 
caftle was built by St. Louis, about the 
middle of the thirteenth century. The walls, 
fofles, and numerous towers which yet fubfift, 
evince its former magnificence ; and its fitu- 
ation in the center of the city, on a rock 
overhanging the river, conduces to give it an 
air of grandeur, tho' at prefent in decay. It 
K 2i was 
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Mas the pr iaci^al refidence of thc^ Kings off 
Sicily, as Dukes of Aajou^ but is now in a 
ftate of total ruin. The cadiedral of Angersr 
is a venerable ftru6tuiey and aldu>^ it has un«« 
dergone many alterations in the courle of 
ages fmce its conftnuflion, yet the ardu- 
tedure is fingular and deferves atsentioti. 
Here lies Interred wish, her spictftars dir rr^^ 
nown'd Margaret, tiaiighter of Rcfte King of 
Sidly^ and Queen of Henry the SxAi of £ng«« 
land. She expired, after her many inuepM^ 
but ifiefie^faia} dFosts to replace her huiband 
on the thr6ae, in the year 1482^ atthe caAle 
of Dampiene in Anjou. The Efif^ifli Idf^ 
torians ftem never to have paid any aftentfoii 
to this iUuftrious Princefs in her redrelhMt and 
obfcurityt after Louis tte devtnth of Ftttnctf 
bad ranfom'd her fiom' Edward the fottrtis and 
procured ber relea& firam the Towel* of Lon* 
don. She Was the fevourite child df 1ten6, wii6 
fblemnly renounced in fevour of the king of 
France^ all his claims on the {Mt>vince of An-^ 
jDu and theducbyof Lorrain,to obtaun her free-* 
dom. In bis court, and under bis prote6Hon^ 
fixe remained at Ai< in Prov«nce> the ufuaF 

place 
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{jace of that Prince's refidence, 'till bis death 
obliged her to return into the Angevin terri- 
tories. She was there receiv'd by a gentle* 
man nam'd Vignole, who had been long in 
her father's fervice, and who afforded her an 
afylum. Henry Earl of Richmond, who was 
afterwards vidlorious at Bofworth, and who 
was then a fugitive in Bretagne, went from 
Vannes to vifit her, and alk her advice. She 
flrongly urged him to his attempt againft the 
houfe of York, which then reigned in Eng- 
land, tho' fhe did not furvivp to be a wit- 
nefs of his fuccefs againft Richard the third. 
No remains of that commanding beauty, 
.which file had jonce poilefied, accompanied 
her in the decline of life. A French writer 
h4S drawn the portrait of Margaret when 
near her end 5 and it imprefies both with 
horror and compaffion. You will not re- 
cognize the Queen defcrib'd by our hiftorians 
in fuch« animated language, and with fuqh 
flattering colours.—*' Son fang corrumpu 
^' par tant de noires aginations, devint comme 
*' une ppifon qui infefta tputes les parties 
** qu'il devoit nourrir ; fa pcau frcha jufqu' a 
' ' . K 3 ** s'ea 



i^S a' T O tl R 

^ s'en alter en poufiere ; fen eftomac tit fe* 
^ trecit, et ks yeox amSi crenx que s'il^ 
^ euflent €te enfimc^s avec violenee^ peiiiU 
** rent tout le feu qui av^it fervi fi long tempa 
** d'interprete aux grands fentimeas de fen 
■« ame." 

Angers is of a vtrf confideraUe fi^e, but 
the buildings and ftreets are almoft' as mean 
tad as old as thofe of Bourges. The #ans 
with which John king of England fiurounded 
it in I2I4) remain nearly entire, and are of 
a very large circumference. 

I flept laft night at La Fleche, a pretty 
town on the confines of Anjou. In die 
church which belong'd to die Jefuits, are the 
hearts of Henry the fourth and Mary of Me- 
dicis, which were depofited ^ere by the 
exprefe command of thofe princes* I entered 
the province of Maine this morning. It i» 
ten leagues from La Fleche to Mans, through 
a country much enclofed and finely wooded* 
*i««— The fituadon of this city is very pleaftr.t, 
near the junfiion of two little rivers which 
wind through a delicious plain. I went to 
the t^ of the cathedi al, to enjoy one of the 

fineft 
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fineft inland profpe£te to be imagined. To* 
wards Normandy and Percfae it is loft in 
clouds at a great diftance, and on the fide of 
Bretagne cxtehds the forcft of Mahs/ the 
Icene of that extraordinary phantom which is 
faid to have appeared to Charles the fixth of 
France, and which was a principal caule of 
bid Conihjuent infanity. The city of Mans 
Is (tnall, but preferable to Angers in elegance 
and regularity. It formerly conftituced, to- 
gether with the province of which it is the 
capital, a part of our Henry the fecond's he- 
redrtary dohilnions, which he added to thoie 
devolved to him at king Stephen's death, in 
right of hts' mother Matilda. In the year 
iil6 Philip Auguilus reconquered Maine 
from John, and anilexM the province to the 
crown of France. 

I ihall continue my journey tn the evening 
to Alehjon. Adieu ! 



Rouen^ 
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Konen, Monday, 36 JufK, '77^* 

IT was already late when I left Mans^ 
and as Alen^on is twelve leagues diftant, 
I was obliged to ftop at a little town named 
«* Beaumont- Lc-Vifcomte," fituated near the 
confines of Maine and Normandy, on the 
fide of a fteep hill, at the foot of which runs a 
rivulet, and from whence a delicious landfcape 
is feen on all fides, richly cultivated. I- got 
to Alenjon the enfuing morning. The place 
is of confiderable fize, waihed by the little 
river Sarte, and (lands in the midft of an 
extenfive plain. I flept at Seez, an ancient 
city, and continued my route next day to 
L'Aigle, a fmall town, but well known in 
hiftory by its caftle, tho' fcarce any traces 
of it now remain. Our annals inform us 
diat William the Conqueror frequently re- 
fided there in his vifits to thefe his hereditary 
dominions; and Charles d'Efpagne de la 
Cerda, Conftable of France in the reign of 
John, was furpriz'd and murder'd at L'Aigl^ 
in the year 1354, by Charles the Bad, King of 
Navarre, 

I crofied 
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I croflcd a confiderable part of Norm^Jy 
to the city of Evrcux, which is fituated in a 
deep vale (urrounded with lofty hSls ; and pur-* 
fixing my journey, arrived here laft Friday. 
Rouen is toowetl known and too frequently 
vifited, to render any long dcfcription of i« 
neceflary* The Seine is beaoti&l both above, 
and below the pla^e, covered with little iflands 
ovei^grown witli wood, and running at dM( 
foot of a range of lofcjr moimtaina. Near its 
bank, at one extremity of d^city^ are yelf 
feen the remains of the psd^sce wUch I^nry 
ihe . fifth ^f England began in 141^9 ^n<i 
which was coobpleated under lus ut^ortufiata 
fon Utnrf diQ foodi in ^443. At a f^all 
diftance from it is a toirer^ called ^^ I«a Tour 
«« de la Pitcdle^'^ in which Jcim Duk« of 
Bedford confined the Maid oC Orleans pre« 
yious.t6 her trial* You will reocllea her 
fiibfequent condeoaaation agul death* A fl»^u« 
is erected to her on the fpot where this cruet 
fehtence was executed^ and an infcriptioii 
engraven beneadi it m her honour.. Who 
would not die^ to merit two of die linea 
which compofe it J 
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— -" Exuit flanimisquodmortale,, 

*• Sopercft gloria nunquam montura I"— 

They exalt her abov(2 mortality, and inrolt 
her to the moft remote pofterity, with . the 
great fpirits who in difFerent ages have facri- 
£ced their lives for their countryv It is the 
kigheft tribute which man cair pay toAnrtue,- ^ 
J went yefterday mornitig to vifit a little 
priory,' called " Notre Dame de bonnes Nou* 
•* velles," iituatcd on Ae fouthern bank of 
the Seine, and which was founded by William- 
the Conqueror p^ioiis to his fuccefsful at-* 
ternp^ oa the En^ifii. ctk>wii»^ It . is faid that 
his wife Matildatbeing at her devotions in thi« 
churchy intelligenQe arrived that the duker of. 
Normandy- had gained the important battle 
1^ Hafting&i and fronxi this circumftance it 
obtained, the name! wbieh. it retains at pre«> 
&nt. Matilda, daughter of Henry the firft, 
and mother of Henry the fecond, kings of £ng« 
land^ was buried there; but fix hundred year» 
have totally erafed the infcription on her tomb, 
of which there are now no traces difcerniblc. 
This princcfs, as being duchefs of Nonnandy, 
rcfidcd frequently at Rouen, and fee con^ 

ftrufted 
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ftrnfied the ancient bridge acrofs the Seine, 
of which the ruins yet remain^'tho' it began 
to fall'as earfy as the year 1502, and became 
totally ufelefs before the conclufion of the 
Cxteenth century. 

The, cathedral is one of the mdft magni- 
ficent monuiiDents of Gothic architefture to 
be found in France. It was built under 
William the Conqueror's reign, and entirely 
xx>mpteated in 1063. I tread with reverence 
among, the tombs of the numerous kings and 
princes who are interred in different parts 
of the edifice. Here lies Rollo the Dane, 
founder of the Norman line, deftined to af- 
cend the Englifh throne ; a hero almoft loft 
in the barbarifm and diftance of the times 
in which he flourifh'd ! Two of his 'defcen- 
danrs, Dukes of Normandy, are buried near 
him. — The heart of Richard the firft King 
of England, which when dying he ordered to 
be depofite4' in the cathedral of Rouen, is 
placed on the rig^ hand of the high altar. It 
was originally preferv'd in a flirine- of mafly 
filver; but during the extreme diftrefs oe- • 
caiioned by the want of money to defray the 

cxpenccs 
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expences of St. Loois's tzuCom wbcn ftikeH 
prifoner at Damieta in Egypt, this lplendi<l 
repofitpry was applied to die neceffities of di^ 
ftate. Prince Henry, the elder Wother c^ 
Richard, who died at the cafUe of Martel in 
Quercy in 1183^ lies buried on die oppofite 
fide. Nesur ihei^ repofes John Duke of 
Bedford ; an illuftrious name revered even hf 
bis enemies, and almoft widiout a blemiih, if^ 
be had not condemned to death the Maid of 
Orleans, the deliverer of her country* Be^ 
hind the altar, under a monumoit of exquifite 
workmanfhip^ is interred the great Cardinal 
of Amboife^ minifter to Louis the twelfth^ 
who& memory France will honour as long as 
patriotifm and integrity are cheriflied amon^ 
men» He is reprefented on the tomb, kneels 
ing and in prayer* I ftood long to confider 
the monument of Louis de Breze, Senechal 
of Normandy and Count de Maulevrier, who 
died in I53i* The figure of the Count him^ 
felf extended at full length, ir.tk^ of the moft 
mafterly and beaudful produdUons of the 
chifieL On one fide is the Virgin Mary, 
and on the other appears his widow die cele- 
brated 
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brated Diana de Poitiers, afterwards the fa- 
vourite miftrefs of Henry the fecond. She 
lopks down on the ^body of her hufband ; 
grief is marked in her features, and her drefs 
is that of a mourner. The whole monument 
is a model of beauty and delicacy of fculp- 
tare. 

Rouen, tho' large and enriched by com- 
merce, is not an elegant city. The ftreets 
are almoft all narrow, crooked and dirty ^ 
the buildings old and irregular. It was for- 
tified by St. Louis in 1253, ^"^ ^^^ walls are 
now demblifhed. The environs, more pe- 
culiarly the hills which overlook the Seine, 
are wonderfully agreeable, and covered with 
magnificent villas. 

My ftay here will be very fhort. I pur- 
pofe to embark at Dieppe for England, and 
fliall probably fee you in a few days.— I have 
compleated the defign which I laid down at 
my fetting out, that of vifiting the unfre- 
quented provinces of France. Throughout 
my whole tour I have ftudioufly endeavoured 
to avbid the ground ufually trod by the Eng- 
lifh in their pafTage from Calais into Italy, as 
L being 
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being too well known to ^ord you any in- 
formation. It only remains for me to claim 
your candour and indulgence -, on that I rely, 
and remain 

Dear Sir, 

Your's, &c, &c. 

NATHi- WILLM WRAXALL* 
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